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What we will cover today

Å Child well-being data

ÅWhy the numbers matter

Å How we got here

Å What we can do about it
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What is KIDS COUNT?
Å Initiative of the Annie E. Casey Foundation  

Å State-by-state effort to track status of children 
across 16 indicators in four domains:

o Economic Well-Being
o Education
o Health
o Family and Community

Å Based on government-collected data 

Å Calls attention to issues impacting child well-being

Å Publish annual national and state data books 

Å Interactive KIDS COUNT data center
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bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻΩǎ YL5{ /h¦b¢ ǎǘƻǊȅΥ
In 2013 we fell to 50 th

In 2014 & 2015 we were 49th
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ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜΣ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ōǳǘ 
ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ΨŘƛŀƎƴƻǎǘƛŎΩ ǎƛƎƴΣ ŀ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ 

families, society and the entire worldΦέ -Pope Francis, 2014



Economic Well-Being
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NM has the 2nd highest poverty rate

21% of  all New Mexicans live at or below the poverty level*
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Thatôs 2 out of 

every 10 New 

Mexicans

Source: US Census, American Community Survey, 2014

*$23,850 a year for a family of four



NM has the 2nd highest rate of working 
families who are low income
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42% of our working families are low income

Source: Working Poor Families Project calculations of 2013 U.S. Census American Community Survey data

Thatôs 

more than 

4 out of 

every 10

families



Education
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Income levels impact education
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Fourth Graders Who Scored Below Proficient in Reading by Family Income

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP), 2013  



Health
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Income levels impact food purchases

11

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 

Consumer Expenditure Survey, 2013

Average Spending on Food as a Share of Income (2013-14)


