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Our Staff 
(This list reflects only staff members who were employed during the 2011 fiscal year of July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011)

Eric Griego, Executive Director
Troy Martinez, Chief Operating Officer

Finance Team
Ron Valek, Chief Financial Officer
Kwaku Sraha, Finance Manager 

Policy Team
Bill Jordan, Policy Director
Nick Estes, Deputy Policy Director
Myra Segal, Deputy Policy Director

Research Team
Gerry Bradley, Research Director
Christine Hollis, KIDS COUNT Director

Communications Team
Sharon Kayne, Communications Director
Alicia Manzano, Outreach Director
Jessica Fulton, Outreach & Communications Coordinator

Operations Team
Brian Urban, Membership & Database Coordinator 
Juliet Yazzie, Administrative Assistant

NM Voices for Children’s staff members Jessica Fulton and Juliet 
Yazzie (above) and Brian Urban (below) pause for the camera 
while working at our Transforming Education: From Birth to Suc-
cess convening. Photo by Ray A. Mares

Gerry Bradley, NM Voices for Children’s Research Director (right), 
and Joan Bradley (left) greet guests at our Spirit of Hope Celebration. 
Photo by Ray A. Mares



Board of Directors 
(This list reflects only board members who were active during the 2011 fiscal year of July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011)

Officers
Anne Simpson, MD, Chair (2010-11)
Carol Jones, Vice Chair (2010)
Donald Simonson, PhD, Treasurer (2010-11)

Members
Nancy Jo Archer
Debra Baca
Julius Harrington, PhD
Fred Harris
Andrew Hsi, MD
Tiffany Lee
Nancy Lopez, PhD
Joseph Maestas
Robert P. McNeill, JD
Dave Orner
Janice D. Paster, JD
Dean William Rudoy, PhD
Farhan Taghizadeh, MD
Diana Valdez, PhD
Lilly Dow y Garcia Velarde, MPA, PhD
Laurie Weahkee

NM Voices for Children’s board members Anne Simpson (above, right) and Dean 
Rudoy (below, center), mingle at our Spirit of Hope Celebration at the Albuquerque 
Museum. Photo by Ray A. Mares



The Year in Review

Early Childhood and Education
During our 2011 fiscal year (July 1, 2010 through 
June 30, 2011) we stepped up our work to secure 
more funding for early childhood care and education 
programs. We believe the educational and economic 
outcome of New Mexico’s children and families would 
vastly improve if the state were to fund a universally 
available continuum of programs aimed at children 
aged zero to five. Such programs, which include pa-
rental involvement, high-quality child care, and pre-
kindergarten, have been proven to prepare children for 
greater success in school and later in life. New Mexico 
has these programs, but they are so poorly funded that 
only a tiny percent of children benefit from them.

As we looked at potential funding sources for early 
learning, we determined that the most stable, long-term 
source would be the state’s Land Grant Permanent 
Fund. The Fund was set up by Congress just prior to 
New Mexico gaining statehood in order to fund public 
education. Its income is derived from earnings in the 
stock market and royalties from gas and oil extraction. 
Every year, a small amount (less than 6 percent) of the 
total Fund is distributed to the various beneficiaries—
with the lion’s share going to public K-12 education. 
As the annual distribution is lower than the income 
(which averages over 10 percent), the Fund has en-
joyed robust growth over the years. It is now the sec-
ond largest such fund in the nation, at over $10 billion. 
We researched how the Fund would perform with an 

additional distribution of 1.5 percent. We determined 
that the Fund would continue to grow, even doubling 
over the next 20 years.

In the summer of 2010, we were contracted by View-
point Learning, Inc., to assist in community dialogs 
held in five New Mexico cities. Dialog participants 
spent one full day learning about the value of early 
care and education, then discussed how they would 
like the state or their communities to address the gaps 
in services for young children. The Land Grant Perma-
nent Fund was presented as a possible funding source. 
Overwhelmingly, participants were surprised to learn 
that the state spends less than 2 percent of its general 
fund budget on all early childhood care and education 
programs combined. They also felt that the state could 
not continue to do so little for its youngest residents—
that, essentially, doing nothing was not an option.

In October 2010 we co-hosted a policy roundtable 
on early childhood care and education, Building the 
Foundation: Birth Through Third Grade, with the 
New Mexico Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NMAEYC) and the New Mexico Com-
munity Foundation. Sponsored by the Birth to Five 
Policy Alliance, the roundtable brought together about 
50 stakeholders—leaders from the business and labor 
communities, former and current legislators, education 
providers, and more—to hear three national speakers 
talk about early childhood care and education pro-
grams and successes elsewhere, and then to discuss 
possible next steps for New Mexico. The roundtable 

Myra Segal, NM Voices for Children’s Deputy Policy Director, leads a 
panel discussion at our Transforming Education: From Birth to Suc-
cess convening. Photo by Ray A. Mares

Bill Jordan, NM Voices for Children’s Policy Director, speaks at our 
Transforming Education: From Birth to Success convening. Photo by 
Ray A. Mares



also created and released a new report detailing how 
the federal health care reform act would benefit the 
state economically.

Legislative Efforts
The 2011 legislative session took place under the 
new Governor, who had pledged not to raise taxes, 
and in an environment with an ongoing shortfall of 
revenue. We continued to lead the Better Choices 
New Mexico coalition, which urged lawmakers to 
take a balanced approach to the budget situation—to 
raise some taxes rather than relying solely on budget 
cuts. While we kept the issues of the need for more 
revenue, a fairer tax system, and the harm done by 
further budget cuts in the public eye, our efforts 
were ultimately unsuccessful and the state budget—
for the third year in a row—ended up with deep 

cuts again. We were successful in advocat-
ing for an increase in Medicaid funding and 
we worked in coalition with others to pass 
legislation to create New Mexico’s Health 
Insurance Exchange as mandated by federal 
health care reform, but the bill was vetoed by 
the governor.

We continued our work on early care and 
education during the 2011 session by co-
launching the Invest in Kids NOW! cam-
paign. Invest in Kids NOW!, jointly led 
by St. Joseph Community Health and NM 
Voices, is supported by 34 organizations, 
ranging from faith-based, labor and business 
organizations, to early childhood and K-12 
educators. The primary objective was to push 
for a ballot question that would allow voters 
to amend the state constitution to fund early 

was followed by meetings to work on strategies for 
moving forward.

In December 2010 we hosted the statewide 2-day 
Transforming Education: From Birth to Success 
convening, which was sponsored by the Annie E. 
Casey Foundation’s KIDS COUNT program and the 
WK Kellogg Foundation. About 100 participants heard 
from national speakers, including Viewpoint Learn-
ing, Inc., which did a presentation on results from 
the public dialogues they had held over the summer. 
Participants also broke up into smaller workgroups to 
discuss the feasibility of adapting national models to 
New Mexico.

We were also able to expand our work on access to 
health care when we received a grant from the David 
and Lucile Packard Foundation in February 2011. 
The grant supports our work to advocate for increased 
enrollment of eligible children in the state’s Medicaid 
and CHIP programs (jointly known as New MexiKids) 
and to streamline the enrollment process.

In January 2011, Governor Susana Martinez took 
office. The new administration, unfortunately, began 
almost immediately to decry Medicaid publicly as 
being “unsustainable.” In order to keep costs of the 
program down, Governor Martinez hired a consultant 
to ‘substantially redesign’ the Medicaid program. This 
required a shift in our policy focus from enrolling 
more kids to keeping the program from deep cuts. To 
that end, we updated our report showing that federal 
Medicaid dollars create jobs and economic activity. We 

Allen Sanchez, CEO of St. Joseph Community Health, addresses 
to the crowd at the Invest in Kids NOW! kick-off rally.

Chris Hollis, NM Voices for Children’s KIDS COUNT Director (in the red coat), 
braves the snow with hundreds of other supporters at the Invest in Kids NOW! 
kick-off rally outside the state Capitol.



learning programs out of the Land Grant Permanent 
Fund. The resolution passed its first two committee 
hearings but was stalled in the Senate Finance Com-
mittee until time ran out on the session. We were 
successful in raising the visibility of the issue within 
the news media and public debate.

Reports and Publications

We released four reports as part of our Fiscal Policy 
Project. New Mexico Revenues and Expenditures: 
A Mid-Recession Snapshot looked at how the state 
was recovering—and was expected to continue to 
recover—from the Great Recession. We updated our 
Medicaid: An Integral Part of New Mexico’s Economy, 
which shows how much of an economic stimulus 
is created in New Mexico by the billions in federal 
matching money that the state receives for the health 
care program. We released Race, Ethnicity, and Eco-
nomic Outcomes in New Mexico, which looked at how 
racial and ethnic minority groups in New Mexico were 

faring by various economic indicators. In 
June 2011, we released The Economic Ben-
efits of Health Care Reform in New Mexico. 
Similar to our Medicaid report, this one 
assessed how much New Mexico’s economy 
will benefit from the influx of federal dollars 
that will come with the Medicaid expansion 
in 2014, as well as other ways the landmark 
legislation will boost the state’s bottom line.

In September 2010, we released Bolstering the Basics: 
Helping New Mexico Families Work Their Way Out of 
Poverty, a report funded by the Working Poor Fami-
lies Project on the status of post-secondary education. 
We also updated our New Mexico Citizen’s Guide to 
Children’s Issues in advance of the 2010 elections. 

For the Building the Foundation: Birth Through Third 
Grade policy roundtable, we updated our report Pay-
ing for Public Schools in New Mexico, and created the 
report A Portrait of New Mexico’s Current Investment 
in Young Children. For the Transforming Education: 
From Birth to Success convening, we created the fact 
sheet Potential Revenue Generators and the report 
New Mexico’s Land Grant Permanent Fund: A Primer, 
and updated our reports, Property Taxes and Funding 
Public Schools and Early Childhood Supports in New 
Mexico: Challenges and Opportunities.

In December 2010 we released a special New Mexico 
KIDS COUNT report, Disparities Among New Mexi-

co’s Children. It looked at several indicators 
of child well-being and family economic 
security, broken down by race and ethnicity. 
We released our New Mexico KIDS COUNT 
report in January 2011 to coincide with the 
opening of the legislative session. This re-
port highlighted the need for greater public 
investment in early childhood care and edu-
cation programs in order in improve fourth 
grade reading scores, high school graduation 
rates, and other educational outcomes.

Lovie McGee (second from left) enjoys the performance 
by singer Cathy McGill at the Spirit of Hope Celebration 
reception. Lovie was one of the honorees of the Alice 
King Public Service Award. Photo by Ray A. Mares

Members of the Arango family enjoy the food at the Spirit of Hope Celebration recep-
tion. Among those honored at the event was their mother Polly Arango who had 
recently passed away. Photo by Ray A. Mares



Funders & Donors

Major Grantors 
The Annie E Casey Foundation
Brandon Roberts & Associates
Center on Budget & Policy Priorities
The David & Lucile Packard Foundation
Health Action New Mexico
McCune Charitable Foundation 
Midwest Trust
New Mexico Center on Law & Poverty
New Mexico Community Foundation
New Mexico Medical Review Association
State of New Mexico
The WK Kellogg Foundation

Golden Advocates ~ $10,000+
America’s Promise/First Focus
American Public Health Association
Brindle Foundation
Martha Egan
Frost Foundation
Dean W Rudoy, PhD
Viewpoint Learning, Inc
Voices for America’s Children

Golden Voices ~ $5,000–$9,999
Catholic Health Initiatives
Con Alma Health Foundation 
Economic Policy Institute

Champions ~ $1,000–$4,999
AFSCME
David Colton & Mary Rawcliffe Colton
Marg Elliston & Fred Harris
Fiduciary Trust Co
Robert & Maria Goldstein
Eric Griego
Robert McNeill, JD
Moody & Warner, PC
New Mexico Community Foundation
New Mexico Department of Health
New Mexico Forum for Youth in Community
New Mexico Mutual
Philadelphia Insurance Co
Rhode Island KIDS COUNT
Donald Simonson, PhD & Marsha Simonson
United Way of Central New Mexico
Ray Vargas III

Special Events

We held our second Spirit of Hope Celebration in 
September of 2010, where we honored the community 
service work of New Mexicans by bestowing the Alice 
King Public Service Award, Patty Jennings Citizen 
Advocacy Award, and the 17th Annual Amy Biehl 
Youth Spirit Award. McClellan Hall of Gallup—who 
created the National Indian Youth Leadership Project, 
which provides substance abuse prevention, leader-
ship development, and service learning opportuni-
ties for Native Youth—won the Second Annual Alice 
King Public Service Award. Tara Ford of Albuquer-
que— who is co-director of Pegasus Legal Services 
for Children, which provides legal services for kids in 
the foster care system—won the Patty Jennings Citi-
zen Advocacy Award. The first place honorees for the 
Amy Biehl Youth Spirit Award were D’Ana Alderete 
and Cecilia Frescas, both of Albuquerque. The second 
place honorees were Jacqueline Gibbs of Santa Fe and 
Denise Chavez of Albuquerque. We also paid tribute 
to long-time NM Voices Board member Polly Arango, 
who had died suddenly earlier that summer.

Angie Vachio and state Senator Tim Jennings speak about 
Tim’s late wife Patty before presenting the Patty Jennings 
Citizen Advocacy Award. Photo by Ray A. Mares



Advocates ~ $250–$999
Javier Aceves
American Federation of Teachers-NM Solidarity 

Fund
Lance Chilton, MD & Kathy Chilton
Community Action New Mexico
Kathleen Cuadros
Judy Flynn-O’Brien
Robert Greenberg, MD & Maggie Greenberg
Regina Griego
Jana Gunnell
Eileen Howell
Norton & Summer Kalishman
Attorney General Gary King
Alicia & Daniel Manzano
Media Literacy Project
Janice Micali
Ann Morrison
New Mexico State Employees Charities Campaign
The Ounce of Prevention Fund
Stuart & Janice Paster
Christopher Perea
Stuart Prager/Computer Literate
Mark Rudd & Marla Painter
TC & Sharon Shaffer
Anne Simpson, MD
Louis & Pat Stelzner
Cathy Stevenson
Evelyn Williams/Keshet KiMo Partnership Fund

Voices ~ $1–$249
Advocates for the Children of New Jersey
Josh Anderson
Frieda J Arth
I Benton & E Faust
Hannah Best
Judith Binder & Milton Bock
Mary Black
Sherri Bornhoft
Patricia Martinez Burr
Patricia Carr
Armelle Casau
Christopher Cates
The Children’s Campaign
Carol Clericuzio
John & Wardene Crowley
Helen Davis
Anthony & Lorraine Deck
EBSCO Industries, Inc.
Phil & Sylvia Felix
Harrie Freeman
Dee & Ruth Friesen

Nancy Galloway
Eileen Garcia
Percyne Gardner
Karen Giannini
Sandy Gold
Todd Goldblum & Barbara Einhorn
Karolyn Goldenberg
Griego for Congress
Sue Hallgarth & Mary Ellen Capek
Stanley & Nancy Handmaker
Health Action New Mexico
Roberta Heine
Wanda Helms
iTRUST
Thomas Jennings
Lucille Katzenberger
Jeffrey Kauffman
Tracey Kimball
Richard & Mary Kirschner
Edwin Kjeldgaard
Herb Koffler
Ruth Kovnat
Diane Kullman
Carl Latino & Tom Ford
James Lewis
Larry & Julianne Littlefield
Nancy Lopez, PhD
Joseph Maestas
Edwin & Joline Mahr
AC & Yolanda Manzano
Troy Martinez
Tony Monfilatto
Marsha Myers
Michael & Patsy Nelson
Marjorie Neset/VSA Arts of New Mexico
Network for Good
New Mexico Teen Pregnancy Coalition
New Vistas
Anne Nokes
Andy Nuñez
James & Lynn Olson
Ray Prushnock
R Stephen & Mary Rankin
John & Liliana Ratmeyer
Razoo Foundation
Nicholas Rimmer
Pamela Roy
Aleatha Scholer
Ronald Schwarz
Susan Selbin
SG Properties LLC
Laurence Shandler
Mary Shanklin
Virginia Shipman



High Desert Yoga
Hinkle Family Fun Center
Anna Hood
Java Joe’s
Timothy & Patty Jennings
John Brooks Supermarkets
Carol Jones
Naomi Kistin & Harold Gershenson
Nancy Koenigsberg
Avron Kriechman
Limited Brands
Mike May
Cathy McGill
McGinn, Carpenter, Montoya & Love, PA
Nancy Missert
Mojo Mama’s Muffins
Marah Moore/i2i Institute
New Mexico Catholic Conference of Bishops
NM Commission for Community Volunteerism
Lupe Preciado
Suzanne Prescott
Prosperity Works
Ray Mares Photography
Erika Rimson & David Bernstein
Richard Romero
Ron Romero
Joe Sackett
Arturo Sandoval
Deanna Sauceda
Scalo Northern Italian Grill
Susan Scott
The Setter Group
Sign & Image Factory
SouthWest Organizing Project
John Sparks
St. Clair Winery & Bistro
St. Joseph Community Health
Farhan Taghizadeh, MD/NM Facial Plastics PC
Felicia Taghizadeh
Tucanos Brazilian Grill
Karen Turner
Vargas, PC
Wells Fargo Bank
Wendy Wells & Ralph Moller
Wilson & Co
Dionne Wright
Youth Development, Inc.

Janet Simon, DPM
Howard & Deborah Spiegelman
Ahene Sraha
Laura Rifka Stern & David Broudy
Michael Stout/Law Offices of Michael Stout
Kim Straus
J Paul Taylor
TCC, Inc
Sally & Don Thompson
Kevin Tolman
Charron Townsend
Jack Turner
Angie Vachio
Katie Vadnais
Bridget & Daniel Via
Deborah Weissman 
Ssu Weng & Peter Pesic
Bill & Janislee Wiese
Charles & Patricia Willis
Robert Woltman

Event Sponsors & In–Kind 
Contributors
(This list does not include those contributors who are 
already listed elsewhere.)
99.5 Magic FM
Achievement Gallery
Albuquerque Journal
Albuquerque the Magazine
Albuquerque Partnership
Albuquerque Tent
American Federation of Teachers—New Mexico
John & Polly Arango
Maria Arango
Nancy Jo Archer/Hogares
Artichoke Cafe
Robert Baade
Caroline Buerkle/Buerkle & Associates
Adan Carriaga
Martha Chicoski
Conservation Voters of New Mexico
The Cooperage Restaurant
DW Turner
Richard Eeds
El Paisano
Elia’s Kitchen
Nick Estes
Field & Frame
Wallace & Valerie Ford
Frontier Restaurant & Golden Pride
Regina Griego & Mark Cavanaugh
Griffin & Associates
Julius Harrington
Heritage Audio Visual



Financial Report
As of June 30, 2011

Assets
Cash						      $557,541
Accounts Receivable 				    $52,780
Prepaid Expenses 				     $19,392
Equipment (Net) 				     $66,374
Other Assets					      $12,791
Total Assets 					     $708,878

Liabilities & Fund Balance
Accounts Payable 				     $67,547
Deferred Revenue 				    $558,925
Other Liabilities				     $34,359
Fund Balance 					     $48,047
Total Liabilities & Fund Balance 		  $708,878

Revenue
Grants & Contracts 			    $1,450,719
Memberships & Donations 			    $75,674
Other 						       $3,463
Total Revenue 			    $1,529,856

Expenses
Salaries					     $835,787
Fringe Benefits				    $192,379
Travel						       $29,558
Supplies					      $11,716
Contractual					     $235,037
Other	  					     $202,910
Total Expenses 			    $1,507,387

Net Profit (Loss) 				     $22,469

Endowments
Beginning Fund Balance (7.1.10)		   $46,681

Additions to the Fund
Interest & Dividend Income 			    $770
Realized & Unrealized Gains (Losses) 	  $9,177
Total Additions to the Fund 			   $9,947

Withdrawals from the Fund
Fees 						       $578
Total Withdrawals from the Fund 		   $578

Ending Fund Balance (6.30.11)		   $56,050



2340 Alamo Ave. SE, Suite 120
Albuquerque, NM 87106

505-244-9505

Visit us online

www.nmvoices.org


