
Thirty Years of Advocacy
Some Highlights

Administrative Changes
1990-1993 Our executive director and a board member co-chair the Young Children’s Continuum, which leads 
to expanded funding for health care, child care, and food assistance. The YCC also successfully advocates for 
passage of the Maternal Child Health County Plan Act, which establishes the MCH Health Councils.

1993 We’re asked to serve on First Lady Alice King’s Commission on Children, Youth and Families, which leads to 
the establishment of the Children, Youth and Families Department.

1996-2004 We run the New Mexico Citizen Review Board, 
which ensures that children in foster care get the services they 
need. In one year alone, the board reviews the cases of 3,447 
children, and is instrumental in changing the Children’s Code.

2001 The New Mexico Pediatric Society releases their 
Agenda for New Mexico’s Children, backed by our research 
and data, leading to the development of the Children’s Cabinet.

Policies & Appropriations
1999-2005 Through our Covering Kids program, we convince 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service to clarify the 
definition of “public charge” to encourage immigrant parents 
to enroll their eligible U.S. citizen children in Medicaid. In cooperation with HSD, we enroll more than 50,000 
children.

2003 Working in coalition, we advocate for successful passage of changes to unemployment insurance, 
including additional benefits for workers with dependent children. It’s estimated that 44,000 displaced workers 

receive an additional $15 million in the first four years. 

2003-2007 We secure funding to expand the Children’s 
Health Insurance Program (CHIP). Under Medicaid, we 
work to expand eligibility for prenatal care and increase 
provider rates, for an investment of $800 million over 5 
years, benefiting 25,000 children and adults.

2003-2008 We work to increase funding for child care 
assistance and to fund a pilot home visiting program for 
first-time parents. An estimated 22,000 children benefit by 
the additional appropriation of $14.5 million over five years.

Bill Jordan and Kelly O’Donnell testify before a legislative committee 
in 2011 about our report, The Tax Revenue Benefits of Health Care 
Reform in New Mexico, which helped led to the expansion of Medicaid 
under the ACA.

Gerry Bradley talks about the need to raise the minimum wage during a 
rally at the Roundhouse in 2013
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Reports & Convenings
1987 We release Kids in Crisis: New Mexico’s Other Bomb, the first 
comprehensive study on the status of children in New Mexico.

1988 We release First Things First: Caring for Preschool in New 
Mexico with U.S. Senator Jeff Bingaman. The report includes 
recommendations for implementing pre-K for 3- and 4-year-olds.

1988 We launch the Consortium for Child Care, a network for early 
childhood care and education professionals.

1990 We create our first policy campaign, Agenda for New Mexico’s Children and Families.

1992 We release our first KIDS COUNT report, It’s About Time KIDS COUNT in New Mexico. The Albuquerque 
Journal writes, it “should be required reading for lawmakers, public officials and educators throughout the 
state.”

1994 We launch the Youth Public Policy & Leadership program. It’s eventually called Youth Link, involves 
thousands of youth statewide, and is instrumental in passing the Dee Johnson Clean Indoor Air Act in 2007.

2006 We convene the first Race Matters Conference in the nation using the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s 
materials.

2011 We launch the Invest in Kids NOW! coalition and advocate for increased 
funding for early care and education programs by tapping the Land Grant 
Permanent Fund. While the permanent fund initiative is not enacted, it leads 
to increases of more than 65 percent in ECE funding over 
the next four years.

2013 After the state drops to last in the nation in child 
well-being, we create the NM KIDS are COUNTing on Us 
policy campaign. One lawmaker calls it a “blueprint” 
for improving child well-being. We also hold our first 
annual KIDS COUNT Conference.

2006-2007 We bring the idea of a state-level Earned Income Tax Credit to Governor Richardson. The 
Working Families Tax Credit is enacted in 2007 and expanded in 2009. By 2012 it is returning $50 million to 
low-income working families, benefiting nearly 300,000 children every year.

2006-2014 Working in coalition, we help push through minimum wage increases at city, county, and state 
levels. The statewide increase alone allows 161,000 low-wage workers to earn an additional $250 million in 2008 
and 2009.

2011-2013 Working in coalition, we provide economic impact data about the Affordable Care Act to inform 
the public dialog. This leads to the acceptance of the Medicaid expansion by Governor Martinez, which leads to 
the enrollment of more than 40,000 children.

2015 Our analysis of the state budget uncovers $20 million in federal funds the state is neglecting to spend on 
child care assistance, leading to eligibility for 1,000 families.

U.S. Senator Jeff Bingaman visits with a preschooler during our 
three-city release of our First Things First report in 1988

James Jimenez address the crowd at a Moral 
Monday rally in 2015
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