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A Letter from the Executive Director

Dear Friend:

When children fare well, our entire state fares well. This has been a 
guiding belief for our work at New Mexico Voices for Children for the 
past 30 years. We champion public policies that improve the status and 
well-being of our children and working families.  NM Voices is the 
ONLY nonprofit in the state with dedicated, unique expertise in 
evidence-based fiscal policy advocacy in support of pro-child and 
working family, systemic policy change. 

By sponsoring our KIDS COUNT Conference you will be supporting 
efforts to advocate for vulnerable children and working families. New 
Mexicans are strong and resilient, hard-working and diverse. Yet, we have 
the worst rate of child poverty in the nation.

Our children desperately NEED evidence-based policies to dismantle 
poverty-driven barriers to success. Widespread poverty prevents children 
from reaching their highest potential and thus, impacts every New Mexi-
can adversely. A high-poverty state inhibits business investment and limits 
academic and career success. Poverty impacts access to education, drives 
up crime rates, and taxes our health care system. 

On June 26th hundreds of business owners, policy-makers, advocates, 
social workers, teachers, and youth will gather at our 5th Annual KIDS 
COUNT Conference to learn about promising solutions to improving 
child well-being. NM Voices is honored to win the support of members of 
the business and foundation communities – folks that care deeply about 
and want to improve the well-being of children in our state. We offer a 
wide range of sponsorship opportunities and BENEFITS and want to 
share the good news of your commitment with our networks. Our goal is 
to ensure that your business receives maximum benefit for your 
charitable investment. 

We hope you’ll partner with us in advocating for New Mexico’s kids. 
Best Regards,

James Jimenez
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About New Mexico Voices for Children
Three decades ago, NM Voices was founded by a small group of pediatricians 
who wanted to treat more than just the symptoms of poor well-being they were 
seeing in their young patients. They wanted to address the causes. But poverty, 
hunger, homelessness, abuse, and 
neglect—which take an immense 
toll on child well-being—cannot 
be cured by a doctor’s care. These 
persistent problems can only be 
solved by changing the systems 
and conditions that allow them to 
exist and grow. Fixing systemic 
problems like poverty can only be 
done by changing the public 
policies that are failing too many 
of our families. That’s what we do 
by working with New Mexico’s 
policy-makers.

Our mission is to improve the status, well-being and racial and ethnic equality 
of New Mexico's children, families, and communities in the areas of health, 
education, and economic security through credible research and effective 
advocacy. Our strategy for change is pictured above. 

About the KIDS COUNT Conference
The annual KIDS COUNT Conference brings together 300 to 400 community 
members, advocates, practitioners, policy-makers, and other stakeholders to hear 
presentations by nationally renowned speakers, interact with panels of experts, 
honor the work of their exceptional peers, and share their own best practices for 
improving child well-being. 

New Mexico Voices for Children by the Numbers
    More than 18,000 visitors to our website annually
    1,460 active members
    More than 3,000 names in our email database
    More than 2,000 followers on Facebook
    More than 1,400 followers on Twitter
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Why Support our  KIDS COUNT Conference?

Because it’s all about improving child well-being. When children are faring well 
it means families, communities, and people across the state are doing well. Child 
well-being is a proxy for overall well-being because children need the support of 
strong families in order to thrive. And when families are strong, our businesses 
are strong, crime is reduced, and our communities are safe. In short, everyone 
benefits.

In this way, everything we advocate for on behalf of children improves life for all 
New Mexicans.

Some of Our Big Wins

Good public policies should ensure opportunities for all. Below are some of the 
policy improvements we had a hand in shaping:

    Funding for programs for preschoolers has been increased by more than 50%
      over the past five years.

    Our 2015 budget analysis found $20 million in federal child care funds the 
     state was not spending, despite having hundreds of families on a waiting list. 
     Our work bringing this to light lead to eligibility for 1,000 families. 

    Our advocacy work for expanding Medicaid to low-income adults has led to 
      nearly 40,000 children enrolling in health insurance since 2014.

    We brought the idea of a tax credit for low-income working families to
     Governor Richardson, who helped shepherd it through the Legislature. Called 
     the Working Families Tax Credit, it benefits about 300,000 New Mexico
     children and their hard-working families every year.

Despite these wins, there is still much work to do. Child poverty remains high in 
New Mexico, which ranks 49th in the nation in child well-being.



Some of the Barriers to Child Well-Being

Children Living in Poverty

Extent of the problem: 30% of New Mexico 
children (146,000) live at or below the federal 
poverty level. That’s an annual income of less 
than $25,000 for a family of four. 

How this hurts New Mexico: Poverty has 
detrimental impacts on children in a number of 
ways and is a major predictor of well a child will 
do in school. This has implications for the state’s 
economic future and ability to attract new 
industries. 

Policy solution: Increase the Working Families 
Tax Credit (WFTC) from its current value of 
10% of the federal credit to 15% or 20%.

How this helps New Mexico: Refundable tax credits lift families out of poverty. 
300,000 New Mexico children benefitted from the WFTC in 2012. 

Children not Attending Preschool

Extent of the problem: 59% of New Mexico’s 3 
and 4 year olds (34,000 children) are not 
attending a preschool program such as 
pre-kindergarten or Head Start.

How this hurts New Mexico: More than 80% of 
brain development occurs during the first five 
years of life and is dependent upon nurturing 
and stimulating experiences. Without robust 
brain development, children will not do as well 
in school and will be less likely to make positive 
contributions as adults.

Policy solution: Increase general fund spending 
on home visiting, child care assistance, pre-K, 

and training and technical assistance for early learning providers.

How this helps New Mexico: Numerous long-term studies have shown that 
high-quality early childhood care and education programs help children succeed 
in school and life. They are shown to return $10 to $13 for every dollar spent.



Ways to Support
$20,000 - $1,000: Conference Sponsor!
As a sponsor of the KIDS COUNT Conference your business receives 
acknowledgement for its commitment to the well-being of children and working 
families. By underwriting the fifth annual KC conference, your company gives 
back to your community and beloved state. NM Voices pays your generosity 
forward by focusing on using vital data to influence public policies that benefit 
everyone in our state, especially the most vulnerable.

$3,000 - $1,000: Underwrite an Award!
Each year NM Voices honors outstanding, civically active individuals across our 
state. These coveted awards acknowledge the work of passionate, committed 
activists, advocates, and public servants. Sponsoring an award grants your 
company leadership an invitation to be involved in the selection process, seating 
for 10 at the luncheon, participation in presenting the award, an advert in the 
program, and recognition at the event. 

Choose Your Award
$3,000  |  Amy Biehl Youth Spirit Award
Amy Biehl graduated from Santa Fe High School and in 1993 attended the 
University of the Western Cape in Cape Town as a scholar in the Fulbright 
Program. She believed she had a duty to give back and while conducting voter 
registration in South Africa’s first all-race election, she was killed as a result of 
racial tensions. This award honors her commitment to service.

$2,000  |  Spirit of Hope Awards
Alice King Public Service Award: Honoring the former first lady’s deep 
commitment and service to the health and well-being of New Mexico’s children. 

Patty Jennings & Polly Arango Citizen Advocacy Award: Honors the work of 
Patty and Polly, who worked in the state legislature to create the Medically 
Fragile Children’s Program and expand Medicaid coverage for children. 

Spirit of Hope Award: Honors NM’s hard-working supporters of programs and 
services that make a difference in the lives of children. Their work has had 
profound impact, ultimately improving the quality of life for all New Mexicans. 

Legislative Advocacy Award: Recognizes those who serve as citizen legislators 
by demonstrating superb advocacy on behalf of NM’s children and families.



Program Advertisement

Full page  |  $500   (4.5"w x 7"h)

Half page  |  $250   (4.5"w x 3.5"h)

Quarter page  |  $125   (2.25"w x 3.5"h)

Bene�ts Presenting
$20,000+

Yucca
$10,000+

Chile
$5,000+

Piñon
$1,000+

Adobe
$500+

Speaker Presence;
Program Inclusion

Branded Table & 
Material Share

Recognition by MC

Social Media Promotion

Website Presence

Recognition in Outreach 
Communications

Reserved Seats

Program Advert

Tabletop Recognition

Slideshow Recognition
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Become a Sponsor Today!

Contact Name:  __________________________________
Organization:  ___________________________________
O�ce Phone Number:  ____________________________
Email:__________________________________________
Mailing Address:  ____________________City: ___________________
State:  ____________ Zip Code:  _____________________

Choose a sponsorship level:
  Presenting Sponsor  |  $20,000+
  Yucca  |  $10,000+
  Chile  |  $5,000+
  Piñon  |  $1,000+
  Adobe  |  $500
  Program Advertisment (Circle one:)
Full page | $500      Half Page  |  $250     Quarter Page  |  $125

Payment options (choose one):
 Contact me for sponsorship payment options
 Check (please make checks payable to NM Voices for Children)

  Check enclosed Check #__________
  Credit Card
  Discover      Visa      MasterCard      American Express
Card Number: ______________________________________________
Security Code: ____________ Expiration Date: ____________________
Name on Card: ______________________________________________
Billing Address (if di�erent from Mailing address):
__________________________________________________________
Signature: __________________________________________________


