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NM Voices for Children works to create systemic 
change by addressing the underlying causes of 
poverty.

Creating lasting, systemic change means tackling 
systemic problems. 



We address many of the 
underlying causes of poverty 
in our NM KIDS are 
COUNTing on Us: A 
Campaign for a Better New 
Mexico.

Available on our website: 
www.nmvoices.org

http://www.nmvoices.org/


We address how you can 
advocate on behalf of these 
issue in our Citizen’s Guide 
to Legislative Advocacy in 
New Mexico.

Available on our website: 
www.nmvoices.org

http://www.nmvoices.org/


We now have the highest rate of child poverty

• 30% of our children live at or below the 
poverty level

– $23,850 for a family of four

• 28% of our children are food insecure



We now have the highest rate of child poverty

• 35% of our children have parents who lack 
full-time year-round work

• 33% of our children live in households with a 
high housing cost burden

– Spending 30% or more of their income on housing



Some systemic problems:

• Unemployment is high.

• Wages are low.
– Low wages lead to lower retirement incomes.

• People don’t have the education/skills to improve 
their financial situations.

• The poor are targeted by predatory lenders.

• Our state/local tax systems rely most heavily on 
those with the lowest incomes.



A closer look at systemic problems:

• Unemployment is high.

– 64,000 New Mexicans are unemployed (not 
working but actively seeking jobs).

– 45% of unemployed have been out of work for 27 
weeks or more.

– Lower incomes and are associated with higher 
rates of unemployment.



A closer look at systemic problems:

• Wages are low.
– 30% of our jobs are in occupations that pay less 

than $23,000 a year.

– 67% of our jobs are in occupations that pay less 
than $46,000 a year.



A closer look at systemic problems:

• For too many New Mexicans, work doesn’t 
pay.

– 43% of all working families earn low wages.

– 72% of low-income families are working.

Why are so many New Mexicans in low-wage 
jobs?



A closer look at systemic problems:

• People don’t have the education/skills to 
improve their financial situations.

– 14% of New Mexico adults lack a high school 
diploma.

– 25% of New Mexico adults who attend college do 
not graduate.



A closer look at systemic problems:

• The poor are targeted by predatory lenders.

Total of all title, payday, and installment 

loans over 175% APR, 2013

• 164,500 borrowers
• 340% APR
• 4-6 month average loan term
• 40% of loans not fully repaid



A closer look at systemic problems:

State and local tax incidence by quintile, 2014

Source: Who Pays?, Institute 

on Taxation and Economic 

Policy, 2015



Some policy solutions:

• Make greater investments in our workforce to 
attract better-paying jobs to New Mexico.

– Only about 5% of adults eligible for workforce 
training/career pathways programs are enrolled.

Need-Based State Financial Aid

̶  Just 27% of our college 
financial aid is need-based.



Some policy solutions:

• Raise and index the minimum wage.

– Our minimum wage has lost 10% of its value since 
it was last raised.

• End the wage gap for women and minorities.

– New Mexico women earn 78₵ for every $1 men 
earn.



Some policy solutions:

• Crack down on predatory lenders.

– Cap interest rates at 36%.

• Increase the Working Families Tax Credit.

– Raise it from 10% to 15% of the federal earned 
income tax credit.



Some policy solutions:

• Raise the personal income tax rate for those at 
the top.

– Tax rate is 4.9% for all income over $16,000.

• Reduce or eliminate the capital gains 
deduction. 

– 50% can be deducted from taxes

– 90% of this income goes to just 10% of tax payers.



Some policy solutions:

• Freeze or repeal corporate 
income tax rate cut.

• Freeze or repeal 
manufacturing tax cut.



Some policy solutions:

• Require all out-of-state corporations to pay 
income tax on their profits in New Mexico. 

• Extend gross receipts tax to more internet 
sales.

• Increase excise tax on new motor vehicles. 



Why we look at the state’s tax system:

• It places too much responsibility on low-
income working families and too little on 
corporations.

• Taxes bring in the revenue we need for 
schools, hospitals and roads.

• It’s a strategy lawmakers understand.



Ways you can advocate:

• Contact your elected representatives.

– Invite them to tour your program facility.

– Offer to testify at committee hearings.

• Attend legislative committee hearings.

• Attend public meetings where programmatic 
changes are being discussed.

• Write a letter to the editor/blog post.



Arm yourself:

• Have your data and talking points ready.

• Share a story about a person or people who 
will be helped or harmed.

• Give them a short, easy-to-read fact sheet 
with your main points.



Conduct yourself:

• Be courteous.

• Don’t overwhelm them with too much 
information.

• Don’t be argumentative.

• Send a thank you note afterwards.



www.nmvoices.org

http://www.nmvoices.org/


Contact:
• Find out who represents you: 

https://www.usa.gov/agencies

• NM Legislature: https://www.nmlegis.gov/

• Track bills through the NM Legislature:
www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/billfinder/bill_finder.aspx

• State Capitol switchboard: 505-986-4300

• Governor’s office:  505-476-2200; 
www.governor.state.nm.us

• U.S. Capitol switchboard 202-224-3121

https://www.usa.gov/agencies
https://www.nmlegis.gov/
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/billfinder/bill_finder.aspx
http://www.governor.state.nm.us/

