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Local
Weather
The forecast calls for 

mostly cloudy skies tonight 
and Thursday.

The overnight low 
temperature should be in the 
mid-30s, while Thursday’s 
high is expected to be near 
53.

Tuesday’s high and low 
were 55 and 25.

The extended forecast calls 
for mostly clear skies Friday 
through Sunday. It could 
become windy by Sunday.

Overnight low 
temperatures should be in the 
mid-30s, while daytime highs 
are expected to be in the mid-
50s to low 60s.

READINGS — 3

Lawsuit fi led
(Press Staff Photo by Deanna Lopez)

CONSTRUCTION UNDER WAY
For the thousands of Little Leaguers who have played ball at Scott Memorial Park, it will defi nitely have a different look in 
the next couple of months. Lone Mountain Contracting Inc. of Bosque Farms is in the process of demolishing the fi elds and 

concession stand, with the construction of new fi elds upcoming. Phase one of two should be completed sometime in May. Plans 
are for four fi elds constructed with synthetic turf. Lone Mountain Contracting specializes in the construction of these kinds of 

projects. “We are happy to be working here,” Tony Sena, foreman, said. “The city has been very welcoming.” Above, fi nishing up 
demolition of the concession stand are Chris Leyba, operating the backhoe, Fermin Mendoza, center, and Manuel Flores.

A statewide organization has come out against legislation sponsored by Rep. Dianne 
Hamilton, R-Silver City.

House Bill 235 would require voters to show photo identifi cation, or provide the last four 
digits of their Social Security numbers, at the polls. This is the fourth time Hamilton has 
introduced the bill, which has yet to be passed out of committee.

“We want to make sure your vote is protected, so someone who is not a registered voter 
cannot (cast a ballot) and cancel out your vote,” she said.

The option of providing a portion of one’s Social Security number was added to the bill 
instead of having the state pay for photo-ID cards. The courts have ruled that requiring 
voters to purchase IDs amounts to a poll tax, in violation of civil-rights laws.

“I don’t think there is anyone who doesn’t have a Social Security number,” Hamilton 
said.

However, New Mexico Voices for Children issued a news release this week criticizing 
the legislation.

The group wrote that the identifi cation requirement could cost the state $1.8 million 
per year for “implementation and administration of the law, and advertising campaigns to 
educate the public and avoid confusion on election day.”

Gerry Bradley, research director for the organization, added: “Very little election fraud 
has been found by the New Mexico secretary of state’s offi ce, so this is the proverbial 
solution in search of a problem. Since voter fraud is so rare, we consider voter ID laws an 
attempt at voter suppression.”

Those who would be “most adversely affected” by the law include the elderly, the 
disabled, veterans, rural residents, and racial and ethnic minorities, according to New 
Mexico Voices for Children.

Hamilton said she is “not surprised” that the organization opposes her bill, “because we 
don’t agree on a lot of things.”

“They tend to think we’re looking to keep people from voting. It’s not that, at all,” she 
said, noting that the American Civil Liberties Union and the League of Women Voters also 
have come out against the measure.

Hamilton recently told the Daily Press that, if her bill becomes law this session, she will 
not seek another term in offi ce. She has represented House District 38, which includes 
much of Grant and Sierra counties (as well as the Virden area in Hidalgo County), since 
1999.

New Mexico Voices for Children describes itself as “a nonpartisan, nonprofi t organization 
advocating for policies to improve the health and well-being of New Mexico’s children, 
families and communities.”

For more information about the group, visit www.nmvoices.org.
—JIM OWEN

Organization opposing
Hamilton legislation 
on voter identifi cation

Enrollment increases in Silver Schools
By JIM OWEN
Daily Press Staff

Enrollment has increased 
slightly in the Silver School 
District.

This school year’s offi cial 
average number of students, 
based on head counts taken 
on the 80th and 120th days 
of the school year, is 3,047. 

That is 16 more than the 
2010-11 average of 3,031.

State offi cials use the 
average of the enrollment 
on the 80th and 120th days 

to determime a district’s 
funding for the following 
year. This morning, the 
120th day, 3,037 students 
attended classes — down 
from 3,056 on the 80th day 
(in December).

Because districts receive 
about $8,500 per child in 
funding, the increase in 
Silver’s average enrollment 
could result in an additional 
$130,000 from the state in 
2012-13.

However, Superintendent 
Dick Pool pointed out that 
“there are other factors in the 
funding formula” that could 
alter that fi gure.

For instance, if a large 
portion of a district’s 
enrollment increase consists 
of special-education students, 
whose programs are more 
costly, those expenses could 
cut into any increase in state 
funding.

Also, because districts 
are fi nancially rewarded for 
having experienced teachers, 
they can lose funding if 
several longtime educators 
retire and are replaced with 
beginning teachers.

Any enrollment increase 
at Silver is news, as the 
district has a long history 
of declining numbers. 
After reaching a peak of 
about 4,300 students, Silver 
experienced declines of 50-
100 kids per year for about 
15 years — until 2010-11, 
when the average enrollment 
was about the same as the 
previous year.

Pool cited “the effects of 
employment at the mines” 
as the probable reason for 
Silver “at least stabilizing 
our enrollment.”

The Chino Mines Co. 
resumed operations last year, 

hiring about 500 workers. 
Additional jobs have been 
created by area companies 
that supply the mine.

Some of Silver’s schools 
are gaining enrollment, 
while others are declining. 
Pool said the numbers 
“show us where the shifts in 
population are.”

Those shifts might force 
district offi cials to redraw 
school-zone boundary lines, 
as early as next year.

This year’s average head 
count at Harrison Schmitt 
Elementary School, on the 
south side of Silver City, is 
593 — up from 560 last year. 
Meanwhile, the numbers 
at Jose Barrios and Sixth 
Street elementary schools 
are down.

“The growth is south of 
town,” Pool said. “Sixth 
Street and Jose Barrios used 
to have signifi cantly more 
students. We can’t allow 
Harrison Schmitt to grow 
much more; it’s running out 
of room.”

Other schools with higher 
enrollment this year are 
Cliff High School, with 
127 students (up from 121 
last year); La Plata Middle 
School, 652 (up from 642); 
and Opportunity High 
School, 74 (up from 70).

Those with lower numbers 
are Cliff Elementary, 109 
(down from 121); Stout 
Elementary, 379 (down 
from 391); Jose Barrios 
Elementary, 231 (down 
from 255); Sixth Street 
Elementary, 133 (down 
from 147); and Silver High 
School, 712 (down from 
714).

Jim Owen may be reached 
at jowen@silvercitydailypress 
.net.

SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) 
— The New Mexico Supreme 
Court on Tuesday waded 
into a political dispute over 
legislative redistricting that 
could infl uence elections 
for the coming decade and 
may help determine whether 
Republicans can win a 
majority in the state House of 
Representatives for the fi rst 
time in a half century.

After hearing arguments 
from lawyers for about two 
hours, the court took the 
case under consideration and 
said it will issue an order 

Supreme Court hears redistricting appeal
“expeditiously.” The court 
didn’t announce a deadline for 
its decision, however.

House candidates typically 
fi le for offi ce next month but 
the redistricting appeal has cast 
doubts over that schedule.

The Legislature and a group 
of Democrats and minority 
voters asked the court to 
overturn a plan for new House 
districts that was ordered by a 
district judge last month, but 
a lawyer for Republican Gov. 
Susana Martinez urged the 
justices to stick with the court-
approved districts.

The case offers the Supreme 
Court its fi rst chance to set 
the legal standards in New 
Mexico that must be followed 
in redistricting, particularly 
when a court must take over 
the task after the Legislature 
and governor failed to agree 
on a plan for revamping district 
boundaries.

Several justices, in their 
questions to lawyers, appeared 
to express doubts over the plan 
adopted by retired state District 
Court Judge James Hall.

District boundaries must be 
adjusted for population shifts 

during the past decade. The 
total number of House seats 
will remain unchanged at 70, 
but the goal is to equalize 
district populations as much 
as possible to ensure that 
each New Mexican’s vote has 
equal weight. That’s necessary 
to comply with the legal 
requirements of one person, 
one vote.

Hall approved a plan that 
dealt with rapid population 
growth in the state’s largest 
metropolitan area by creating 
new seats in GOP-dominated 
Rio Rancho, a Republican-
leaning seat in the Albuquerque 
area northwest of the Rio 
Grande and a Democratic-
leaning seat on Albuquerque’s 
west side.

To offset those changes, 
two southeastern New Mexico 
districts were consolidated. 
That placed Roswell 
Republicans Bob Wooley and 
Dennis Kintigh in the same 
district.

Two districts in north-central 

New Mexico also are merged, 
pairing Democrats Nick 
Salazar of Ohkay Owingeh 
and Thomas Garcia of Ocate 
into one.

Two Albuquerque 
incumbents — Democrat Al 
Park and Republican Jimmie 
Hall — are placed together in 
the same GOP-leaning district 
in the city. However, Park isn’t 
seeking re-election and plans 
to run for a seat on the Public 
Regulation Commission.

Lawyers for the Legislature 
and the Democratic group, 
which includes two House 
members, argued that the 
judge tried to equalize district 
populations so closely that he 
sacrifi ced other redistricting 
principles such as protecting 
the voting interests of 
Hispanics in parts of the state.

John Wertheim, a lawyer 
for some Democrats, said 
the court-approved plan 
improperly had a “political 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 
(AP) — Environmentalists 
fi led a lawsuit Tuesday 
against wildlife managers 
over their decision last 
summer to lift a trapping ban 
in southwestern New Mexico 
where the federal government 
is reintroducing Mexican gray 
wolves.

WildEarth Guardians 
contends the New Mexico 
Game and Fish Department 
and the state Game 
Commission are violating the 
federal Endangered Species 
Act by allowing trapping. The 
group is concerned trapping 
could compromise the wolf 
population that spans New 
Mexico and Arizona.

“You can’t set a trap in 
the range of a Mexican 
wolf. Under the Endangered 
Species Act, it’s clear you 
can’t harm, harass or trap a 
listed species,” said Wendy 
Keefover, the group’s 
carnivore protection program 
director.

The group is seeking a 
court order that would require 
Game and Fish Director 
Jim Lane and Commission 
Chairman Jim McClintic to 
exercise due care to avoid 
killing any Mexican wolves 
before authorizing trapping 
within the reintroduction area.

Dan Williams, an agency 
spokesman, said the lawsuit 
has yet to be reviewed.

The commission’s vote to 
lift the ban last summer was 
based partly on a federal study 
that found trapping accounted 
for only a fraction of 
documented wolf injuries and 
deaths in the reintroduction 
area.

The researchers found 
that trapping — both by 
wildlife managers and others 
— accounted for less than 4 
percent of wolf fatalities in the 
past 13 years.

WildEarth Guardians’ 
lawsuit pointed to 14 
individual wolves that were 
captured in foothold traps 
between March 2002 and 
February 2009. Seven of 
those wolves were injured, 
including two that required 
leg amputations, and two 
wolves died.

Keefover said even a 
handful of trapping incidents 
involving wolves could affect 
the small population.

Most of the trapping 
incidents were in New 
Mexico. In Arizona, foothold 
traps on public lands are 
prohibited.

A recent survey done by 
the reintroduction team shows 
there are at least 58 wolves in 
Arizona and New Mexico. 
That’s eight more than last 
year, but federal offi cials had 
hoped to have more than 100 
wolves in the wild by 2006.

A subspecies of the gray 
wolf, Mexican wolves 
were added to the federal 
endangered species list in 
1976 after they were all but 
wiped out due to hunting 
and government-sponsored 
extermination campaigns.

The federal government 
started its reintroduction 
effort along the New Mexico-
Arizona border in 1998 with 
the release of 11 wolves. The 
program has been hampered 
by everything from illegal 
killings to legal wrangling.

RESERVE, N.M. (AP) — Reserve Superintendent Christina Rigtrup is under fi re after state documents 
show that her small southwestern New Mexico school district has suffered from unsupervised classrooms 
and unlicensed personnel.

KOAT-TV reports that state documents accused Rigtrup of showing up for work sporadically and 
forcing other teachers to leave their classrooms to cover. State documents also showed that the district hired 
a counselor who doesn’t have a license, and then placed one principal on paid leave without giving any 
justifi cation.

Reserve Mayor Connie Werhiem said in her 24 years of teaching she had never seen anything like it.
The school district’s attorney said they’re conducting their own investigation.
The Reserve School Board said it stands behind Rigtrup.
Reserve, N.M., is a town of around 300 in the Gila National Forest.

Reserve superintendent comes under fi re
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