
By James Monteleone
Journal Politics Writer

SANTA FE — Community colleges and uni-
versity branches across the state would lose 
about $45 million in campus building proj-
ects under one revised 
higher education bond 
recommendation being 
considered by Gov. 
Susana Mar t inez’s 
administration.

T h e  L e g i s l at iv e 
Finance Committee 
initially recommended 
each of New Mexico’s 
18 community colleges 
and university branch-
es get at least one cam-
pus construction project valued between 
$500,000 and $12 million included in the gen-
eral obligation bond issue voters statewide will 
consider in November. 

Those projects would be wiped from the bond 
issue under a proposal being considered by 
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By Jeff Proctor
Journal Staff Writer

Several candidates for the 
Bernalillo County Sheriff’s 
Office academy who failed 
oral interviews are getting a 
second bite at the apple after 
the County Commission 

chairman called Sheriff Dan 
Houston to “inquire about the 
status” of one of those who 
failed.

And this time applicants 
won’t be scored on a pass-fail 
basis as they have been in 
the past. Instead, applicants 
will either pass or “pass with 
reservations.”

Union officials blasted the 
change in the hiring process.

Commission Chairman 
Art De La Cruz confirmed 
on Monday that he called 
Houston after speaking with 
a constituent whose family 
member, Adrian Jaramillo, 
had been given a failing grade.

“I heard that (the academy 
staff) had excluded (Jaramillo) 
and others from the process,” 
De La Cruz said. “The sheriff 
informed me that there had 

been some errors in the test-
ing procedure and that those 
who had failed would be called 
back to re-test.

“It’s not unusual that people 
will call us,” De La Cruz said. 
“It’s very common for employ-
ment matters. If we can help a 
constituent get some general 
information, then we do that.”

He said he did not ask the 
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Sheriff Dan Houston pins a badge on a deputy 
in August. Houston was contacted by a county 
commissioner regarding a failed test.
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By Deborah Baker
Journal Capitol Bureau

A proposal to dip further into 
the state’s largest permanent 
fund to expand early child-
hood programs would not only 
require voter approval but an 
OK from Congress, Attorney 
General Gary King says.

The proposed constitutional 
amendment squeaked through 
the House Judiciary Commit-
tee on Monday and headed to 
the House floor, after King’s 
testimony and over the objec-
tions of Republicans who said 
it was too risky and lacked 
accountability.

Rep. David Chavez, R-Los Lunas, said it 
would be “headed directly to the courts” if it 
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KING: Raised 
concerns dur-
ing commit-
tee meeting

The minutes of the 
Jan. 17 general 
assembly of Occupy 
Santa Fe quote at 

length the remarks of some-
one identified only as “Sebas-
tian,” a member of (un)
Occupy Albuquerque.

“We all are Martin Luther 
King,” Sebastian said.

If the occupy movements 
in Albuquerque and Santa 
Fe are trying to tap the same 
moral passion that fired the 
civil rights movement, they 
are going about it all wrong.

Martin Luther King Jr. 
regarded himself, first, as 
a minister of the church of 
God, according to his biogra-

pher, Taylor Branch. He saw 
his job as helping people to 
turn away from sin. 

The tactical genius of King 
and his compatriots was in 
finding ways to get evil to 
expose itself. So the country 
was treated to the spectacle 

Occupy Fails as a Moral Movement
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(Un)Occupy Albuquerque protesters march on 
Central Avenue on Oct. 29. The group was pro-
testing the University of New Mexico’s decision 
to close an (un)Occupy camp on the campus.

Winthrop 
Quigley

UpFront

COURTESY OF ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT

This is a recent photo of Ronald A. Brewington. The Albuquerque Police 
Department did not provide details of when and where this photo was taken.

By Rosalie Rayburn
Journal Staff Writer

After 25 years on the run, 
an Albuquerque man indict-
ed for the 1987 execution-
style murder of his wife was 
arrested Monday in the San 
Francisco Bay area.

Ronald Brewington, 67, 
moved several times and 
used numerous aliases to 
elude police after being 
indicted in 1988 in the kill-
ing of his wife, Diedre 
Brewington.

Diedre Brewington’s body 
was found on Aug. 4, 1987, in 
her apartment on Coal SW. 
She had been shot twice in 
the back of the head with a 
.38-caliber pistol, according 
to a published report. 

The Journal reported at 
the time that the victim was 
estranged from her husband, 
and the couple were receiv-
ing counseling. Police went 
to the apartment on a tip 
from the counselor.

Ronald Brewington was 
subsequently indicted in 
1988 by a Bernalillo County 
grand jury on a first-degree 
murder charge, and a bench 
warrant was issued.

APD said Monday that 
Brewington left the state 
before the indictment and 
has been a fugitive since.

In tracking Brewington, 
detectives used informa-
tion culled from databases 
maintained by different law 
enforcement agencies, Albu-
querque Police Chief Ray 
Schultz said.

“You enter your informa-
tion in one spot and you can 
search many different data 
bases,” Schultz said. “You 
get a little piece here and a 
little piece there and you put 
together the pieces of the 
puzzle.”

Schultz said he hopes 
Brewington will be extra-
dited to New Mexico to face 
charges in Albuquerque.

“He was indicted here, so 
I believe here would be the 
court of jurisdiction,” Schul-
tz said.

APD spokeswoman Tasia 
Martinez said an APD Cold 
Case Unit began a follow-
up investigation of the case 
last fall. Detectives tracked 
Brewington with the help 
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before his arrest in San Francisco
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DE LA CRUZ: 
Says he 
wasn’t seek-
ing a favor

A driver’s 
license photo 
of Ronald A. 
Brewington.

Albuquerque 
Police 

Department 
said this 

is an “old 
file” photo 

of Ronald A. 
Brewington.
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of peaceful black marchers, 
asking only for the same con-
stitutional rights enjoyed by 
white citizens, being beaten 
and attacked by police dogs 
on city streets. People who 
tried to register black voters 
were beaten, jailed and mur-
dered. Freedom riders, who 
exercised federally protected 
rights to engage in interstate 
commerce by taking char-
tered buses to southern bus 
terminals, were beaten and 
their buses burned.

Turning away from evil was 
a simple matter of obeying the 
law of the land. King offered 
practitioners of evil a chance 
to desegregate workplaces and 
lunch counters and to respect 
the right of all citizens to vote. 
Instead, evil chose to expose 
itself for what it was.

The occupy movement 
has a tactical problem and a 
metaphysical problem.

The tactical problem is that 
the movement hasn’t learned 
how to make evil show itself. 
Occupy and (un)Occupy pro-
testers made some grandiose 
claims about free speech 
violations over the removal 
of their campsite from the 
University of New Mexico 
grounds. Instead of evil, 
they managed to expose that 
UNM officials did not believe 
their campus was designed 
for extended overnight camp-
ing. Movement members can 
and do say, print and post 
online anything they want, 
so how First Amendment 
violations occurred is lost on 
most of their fellow citizens. 

Occupy Santa Fe managed 
to get some legislators to lose 
their cool when they invaded 
a private dinner in a private 
hotel. Some protesters seem to 

have been roughed up while 
being ejected. The diners 
were exposed as people who 
did not appreciate the intru-
sion. Any evil they might have 
been committing over dinner 
remained hidden.

The bigger problem is 
metaphysical. Is the 1 per-
cent targeted by the move-
ment in fact evil? 

King assumed that as chil-
dren of God, racists were not 
only worthy of redemption, 
but they were ultimately 
redeemable. He did not regard 
children of God as evil. It was 
his dream and his expecta-
tion “that one day on the red 
hills of Georgia, the sons of 
former slaves and the sons of 
former slave owners will be 
able to sit down together at 
the table of brotherhood.” 

The language of the occupy 
movement accuses. The Occu-
py Wall Street Declaration 
says, among other things, 
“They have taken our houses 
through an illegal foreclosure 
process, despite not having 
the original mortgage. They 
have taken bailouts from 
taxpayers with impunity, and 
continue to give executives 
exorbitant bonuses.”

Occupy Santa Fe targeted a 
dinner of the American Leg-
islative Exchange Council. 
This is a group, funded by 
the notorious Koch broth-
ers and other very wealthy 
people, that crafts model leg-
islation to advance a conser-
vative, capitalist agenda in 
state legislatures. Conserva-
tive legislators look to ALEC 
for help drafting laws they 
think should be enacted. 

There are lots of organiza-
tions that craft model legisla-
tion, including Consumers 
Union and the American 
Civil Liberties Union. There 

is no question that legislation 
backed with money has a pret-
ty good chance of being taken 
seriously, but so does legisla-
tion backed by a lot of voters.

To achieve a King-like mor-
al ascendancy, Occupy Santa 

Fe will have to show that the 
laws ALEC drafts and that 
the reasons some legislators 
want to enact them are evil. 
They’ll have to demonstrate, 
for example, that believ-
ing that lower taxes for the 

wealthy can improve the 
economy for everybody is 
an immoral position held by 
people for immoral reasons.

Then the movement has to 
demonstrate that depriving 
this particular group of citi-
zens its constitutional right to 
peaceably assemble and peti-
tion the government, whether 
at dinner or in the Round-
house, is somehow defensible.

It hasn’t made the first case, 
and it cannot make the second.

Occupy is a political move-
ment trying to pass as a 
moral movement, which 
might explain why its state-
ments sometimes seem sanc-
timonious and self-righteous. 
Occupy could be much more 
successful if instead of look-
ing to Martin Luther King 
Jr. for guidance it looked to 
Tip O’Neill and other left-of-

center success stories.
There is a case to be made 

for protecting families from 
foreclosure. There is a case to 
be made against industry bail-
outs and outrageous executive 
compensation. The place to 
make the case is on the floor of 
the state Legislature and Con-
gress and at annual meetings 
of corporate shareholders. 

Political movements 
require an energized bloc of 
voters, but they also require 
ideas and solutions. Occupy 
needs a better idea. So far, it 
offers outrage, resentment 
and theater.

UpFront is a daily front-page news 
and opinion column. Comment 
directly to Winthrop Quigley at 823-
3896 or wquigley@abqjournal.com. 
Go to www.abqjournal.com/letters/
new to submit a letter to the editor.
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Occupy Protests Prove a Failure as a Moral Movement
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From left, David Philip Edwards, Nick Battista and Victor Madrid 
were among the few remaining people at the Occupy Santa Fe 
camp on Jan. 11, after most of the protesters had left the site. 

eventually were enacted.
A coalition of educational, 

religious and labor groups 
wants to increase the annual 
distribution from the $10 bil-
lion fund over the course of 
a decade — from budget year 
2014 to 2023 — and use that 
money for early childhood 
education programs operated 
by the state.

Much of the opposition to the 
proposal arises from worries 
about digging any deeper into 
the Land Grant Permanent 
Fund, because it would curb 
the fund’s future growth.

But King raised different 
concerns.

King told the committee 
he wasn’t criticizing the pro-
posal, but that the changes 
would require the approval 
of Congress, in the form of an 
amendment to the 1910 federal 
Enabling Act.

The act was one of the ways 
the United States transferred 
13.4 million acres of federal 
land to New Mexico, in antici-
pation of statehood, to be held 
in trust. 

The Enabling Act specifies 
how the permanent fund may 
be spent, on public schools and 
certain state institutions.

To funnel some of the money, 
for example, to the Children, 
Youth and Families Depart-
ment — which operates some 
early childhood programs — 
the Enabling Act would have 
to be changed, the attorney 
general said.

“The Enabling Act is a con-
tract between ourselves and 
the federal government. We 
can’t change our state Consti-
tution to do something not per-
mitted by the Enabling Act,” 
King told the committee.

Supporters of the constitu-
tional change say that won’t be 
a problem.

“There are legal questions, 
but there are no legal road-
blocks,” Bill Jordan of New 
Mexico Voices for Children 
told the committee.

Supporters say New Mexico 

hasn’t had trouble getting con-
gressional approval in the past 
— most recently in 1997 — for 
Enabling Act changes.

They have already begun 
talking to the state’s congres-
sional delegation about it, 
according to Miguel Gómez of 
St. Joseph Community Health, 
a provider of early childhood 
programs that is spearheading 
the effort on behalf of three 
dozen organizations.

Constitutional amendments 
have to be approved statewide 
by voters. If that occurred, the 
state could then ask Congress 
for the Enabling Act changes, 
the backers of the measure said.

The original version of 
the amendment allowed the 
increased distribution to go to 
public schools or to private or 
religiously affiliated schools. 
That was changed to programs 
operated by the state.

Opponents of the proposal 
include the Greater Albuquer-
que Chamber of Commerce. 
President Terri Cole told the 
committee the business com-
munity was “ecstatic” when 
2003 changes to the Constitution 
pumped more money into edu-
cation. But education in New 
Mexico remains in crisis, she 
said, and the state’s low rank-
ings remain a barrier to busi-
ness relocation. She said the 
proposal lacks accountability.

The measure passed 8-7, 
with Democrats voting for it 
and Republicans against.

The Land Grant Permanent 
Fund gets its income from oil 
and gas royalties and invest-
ment earnings.

Under a 2003 constitutional 
amendment, 5.5 percent of the 
fund’s average market value 
is being distributed annually. 
That’s slated to drop to 5 per-
cent in 2016.

The constitutional change 
would increase the distribu-
tion to 7 percent as of the 2013-
14 budget year, and keep it that 
level through the 2023 budget 
year unless the fund’s average 
value dropped below $8 billion.
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AG: Early-Ed 
Plan Needs 
Congress’ OKthe Department of Finance 

and Administration, accord-
ing to a DFA document 
acquired by the Journal 
that outlines one possible 
recommendation.

The proposal would hit 
Central New Mexico Com-
munity College hardest, 
eliminating a $12 million 
classroom renovation project 
on the college’s main campus 
in Albuquerque.

Voters in the last general 
election rejected the high-
er education bond issue. 
Eliminating the community 
and branch colleges would 
reduce the total size of the 
bond issue so that approval 
would not trigger a property 
tax increase — which was 
considered a possible factor 
in the defeat in 2010.

The recommendat ion 
under consideration would 
retain funding on main cam-
puses of the state’s four-year 
schools — which do not have 
the local mill levy option for 
funding construction proj-
ects that community colleges 
do.

DFA declined to confirm 
that community colleges 
are on the chopping block 
for bond funding.

The proposal has not been 
completed, said agency 
spokesman Tim Korte. But 
cuts being considered are 
intended to reduce the total 
bond package to $134 million, 
an amount that will ensure 
voters do not face a tax 
increase if the bond passes.

The LFC is recommending 
about $180 million in new 
bonding, an amount that 
includes the $45 million in 
construction projects shared 
among the state’s two-year 
colleges.

A leading Senate Democrat 
agreed the package needs to 
be cut by about $45 million, 
but says there is a better way 
to do it.

In addition to higher-edu-
cation institutions, the bonds 
also would benefit commu-
nity libraries and senior 
citizen centers.

“These bonds are paid for 
with property taxes. Thus, 

it is clear that voters are 
concerned about the poten-
tial tax increases they face 
when new bonds are issued, 
and are also concerned about 
whether these funds are 
being used prudently,” Korte 
said in a statement Monday.

The 2010 general obligation 
bond election failed in part 
because the $155 million for 
higher education projects 
would have increased taxes 
by about $16 for the average 
homeowner. Korte said DFA’s 
final proposal will aim to 
ensure the bond doesn’t fail 
again.

Also, state universities 
like the University of New 
Mexico and New Mexico 
State University main cam-
puses warrant bond con-
sideration because they do 
not receive other local tax 
funding for capital proj-
ects, he said. Under the DFA 
proposal, UNM and NMSU 
would receive a combined 
$41 million.

“This alternative source 
of funding (for community 
colleges) is one factor that 
must be weighed when devel-
oping the G.O. bond recom-
mendation,” Korte said in the 
statement.

“There was a little bit of 

a deer-in-the-headlights 
look when we found out a 
recommendation did not 
include any of the two-year 
schools on it,” said New Mex-
ico Junior College President 
Steve McCleery, chair of the 
state Independent Commu-
nity College Association. “…
The psychology of it may not 
make a lot of sense to me.”

CNM President Kathie 
Winograd said the bond 
issue is important to ensure 
the growing college has 
classroom space for all its 
students.

“We really need to be able 
to do the renovations that 
are on that bond in order to 
be in the situation where we 
can meet the needs of the 32 
percent growth (since 2008) 
in our enrollment,” she said.

New Mexico Junior Col-
lege in Hobbs stands to lose 
a $4.5 million for on-campus 
infrastructure improve-
ments; Santa Fe Communi-
ty College would lose about 
$1.5 million in bond funding 
intended for roofing replace-
ments, according to the DFA 
document.

Eliminating two-year col-
lege improvement projects 
from 18 communities around 
the state also could threaten 

the full bond winning state-
wide election in November, 
because voters in those com-
munities will have less inter-
est in paying taxes to support 
projects in Albuquerque and 
Las Cruces when their local 
campuses have nothing to 
gain, said Sen. Carlos Cis-
neros, D-Questa, sponsor of 
the legislative bond recom-
mendation in Senate Bill 66.

Cisneros added that the 
bond package must be 
trimmed to about $134 mil-
lion to ensure there isn’t a 
tax increase, but the final 
recommendation should 
better target cuts instead of 
eliminating all of the com-
munity college and univer-
sity branches’ projects.

“We try to provide some-
thing in every community 
spread as far as we can 
with $130 million so that we 
engage the voters to come 
out and vote in favor of it 
and not have cause, if you 
will, to vote against it,” Cis-
neros said. “Clearly if you 
have nothing to gain from 
it, you’re not going to vote 
for it.”

Higher Education Depart-
ment Secretary Jose Garcia 
declined to comment on the 
proposal.
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Colleges Could Take a Hit
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A proposal by the Department of Finance and Administration would eliminate a $12 million 
classroom renovation project at the main campus of Central New Mexico Community College.
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