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By Rick Nathanson
Journal Staff Writer

Albuquerque attorney Roberta Cooper 
Ramo has been elected to the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, adding 
her name to a prestigious list of mem-

bers that includes George Washington, 
Albert Einstein, Georgia O’Keeffe and 
many more.

Ramo, a shareholder in the law firm of 
Modrall, Sperling, Roehl, Harris & Sisk, 
attended the induction ceremony Oct. 
1 at the Academy in Cambridge, Mass., 
along with 211 other inductees.

“It’s a most astonishing honor for me, 
and it’s completely humbling when you 
look to see who is in your class of nomi-
nees and the history of the organiza-

tion,” she reflected earlier this week.
Within the 2011 class were winners of 

Nobel, Pritzker and Pulitzer prizes, the 
Turing Award, MacArthur and Gug-
genheim Fellowships, Kennedy Center 
Honors, and Grammy, Golden Globe and 
Academy Awards.

They included biologist Frances 
Arnold, cancer researcher Clara Bloom-
field, New England Patriots owner Rob-
ert Kraft, Hollywood film producer 
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You Can Leave 
Cops Out Of 
Fender Benders

HOW TO HANDLE A FENDER BENDER: 
With all the routine traffic plus 
electronic distractions, not to 
mention the balloons in the air, 

minor accidents in the metro area are pretty 
routine.

So how do you handle one when it happens 
to you?

Last month, when I was rear-ended on Osuna 
at the Jefferson signal, I got lucky. The young 
man who hit my car was an honest guy who 
followed me through the intersection and into a 
nearby parking lot to exchange information.

Granted, he kicked his car first, but he 
never raised a foot toward me or my vehicle. 
In fact, I had to yank my own bumper off so it 
wouldn’t drag on the street.

Once we were out of the travel lanes, 
we exchanged insurance and contact 
information, called his company, filed a claim 
in which he freely admitted he “looked away 
for a minute,” and we recognized we were 
lucky nobody was injured.

And after talking to other Albuquerqueans, 
I recognize how lucky I was.

The insurance appraiser told me of cases 
in which the driver who caused the accident 
has gotten out of his vehicle and physically 
threatened the driver he hit. The body shop 
owner told me his wife was recently rear-
ended on southbound Coors at Irving, and 
the woman who hit her promised to follow 
her into the Taco Bell parking lot but took off 
when the signal turned green. A colleague 
told me the same hit-and-run scenario had 
happened to his mother, and he was grateful 
because from his vantage point in the 
passenger seat the other driver looked like 
the leader of a prison gang.

A call to the Albuquerque Police 
Department’s non-emergency number, 242-
COPS, revealed that unless there are injuries 
or air bags have deployed, drivers in a minor 
accident don’t need to call police — they 
absolutely can, but they don’t have to.

The police operator also explained that if the 
insurance companies involved want a police 
report, drivers can visit any substation in town 
and file one within five days of the wreck.

APD Sgt. Trish Hoffman says the “best 
practice is, if (there are) no injuries and cars 
are drivable, get them out of the road, (and) if 
you are comfortable, exchange information.

“If a heated discussion arises, call for 
police, and if there is not an agreement on 
who is at fault, call police.”

And if there is a next time, and even if the 
other driver seems as decent as the one who 
hit me, I will learn from others’ experiences 
and try to get that license plate and insurance 
information before I move my vehicle.

WHY ARE THE NEW I-25 LIGHTS ON 24/7? 
That question comes from a frugal caller, who 
noticed the street lights on the new section 
of freeway between Tramway and Bernalillo 
“are on day and night. I just think that’s a 
terrible waste of electricity.”

It’s also the way the highway department 
ensures new lights are working properly.

Phil Gallegos, who handles information 
for the New Mexico Department of 
Transportation, says “they should be turned 
off any day now. Typically if all goes right the 
‘burn-in period’ is by specification 30 days. 
In some instances if there are problems with 
the system they may stay on longer while the 
issue is resolved.”

KEEP VENTURA A LOW-SPEED ROLLER 
COASTER: And Jim Steeves says the 30 mph 
speed limit north of Paseo del Norte should 
stay.

“Last week you repeated an email from 
someone who wants a higher speed limit on 
Ventura north of Paseo del Norte,” he emails. 
“I often drive on this stretch of road — north 
to Alameda, then west to I-25 passing La 
Cueva High School on the way.

“This part of Ventura is like a roller 
coaster. As one approaches Alameda the 
careful driver heading north keeps a close 
eye on southbound traffic before making the 
left turn because oncoming traffic is, well, 
now you see and then you don’t. Going in the 
opposite direction — approach Ventura when 
eastbound on Alameda — is equally tricky 
because of that roller-coaster situation.

“A higher speed limit would be madness. Of 
course, we’ve got a lot of that elsewhere, but 
still.”

THIRTY TRAFFIC DEATHS IN AUGUST: 
That’s according to the statisticians at the 
University of New Mexico who track things 
for NMDOT’s Traffic Safety Bureau.

Seventeen of the deaths were in motor 
vehicles, six were on motorcycles, one was on 
an all-terrain vehicle and six were pedestrians.

Alcohol was a factor in at least six of the 
deaths. One of the motorcycle/ATV riders 
was wearing a helmet. Only five of the vehicle 
occupants were buckled in.

Assistant editorial page editor D’Val Westphal tackles 
commuter issues. Reach her at 823-3858; road@
abqjournal.com; P.O. Drawer J, Albuquerque, N.M. 87103.
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Jamie Benefield, left, and Annette Roden ride a bicycle built for two ... ghouls? celebrants? ... at the 
fifth annual Day of the Tread charity event Sunday.

Johnny Valdiviezo cheers on fellow runners after complet-
ing the 5K. The Day of the Tread included run and walk 
marathons as well as bike rides.

The fifth annual Day of the 
Tread, in which costumed 
participants bike, run or 
walk the miles to benefit 

children and their families, is 
a physically fit take on Day of 
the Dead, in which costumed 
participants celebrate the dear 
departed.

Both occasions are colorful 
and joyous, but Day of the Tread 
includes five bike routes and mul-
tiple walk/run marathons. In the 
spirit of the day, cyclists signing 
up for 80 miles are promised that it 
will “bring out the monster in you,” 
and that 100 miles “will surely send 
the ghouls and goblins back to their 
graves!”

Sunday’s fundraiser benefited 
Carrie Tingley Hospital Founda-
tion, which supports special needs 
kids,  and Casa Esperanza, which 
provides a home away from home 
for families facing cancer.

Costumed 
Folks Help 
Children

Candidate 
Griego 
Leaves 
Nonprofit

Scientists Warn of Warming

By Aurelio Sanchez 
Journal Staff Writer

Climate change brought on by 
global warming is real, and a 
panel of physicists says to ignore 
it is to increase the chances of a 
global catastrophe.

“It’s like playing a game in 
which you shoot a gun into the 

air,” said Mark Boslough, a 
physicist with Sandia National 
Laboratories.

He likened the danger going 
from comparatively minor, if the 
shot in the air comes down harm-
lessly, becoming progressively 
worse if the shot is aimed at your 
foot, then your temple.

“We don’t know what’s going 
to happen, but we do know some-
thing bad is going to happen,” he 
told about 200 people attending 
a seminar Sunday called “Per-
spectives on Climate Change” 
at the Jewish Community Cen-

ter. It was presented by the New 
Mexico chapter of the Fulbright 
Association.

In little more than a hundred 
years, the Industrial Revolution 
has brought astounding advance-
ments in technology and life com-
forts, but at what price? Boslough 
asked.

The potential consequences 
could range from inconvenient 
weather to global catastrophe, 
he said.

Meanwhile, fellow physicist 
Professor David Gutzler of the 
University of New Mexico said 

there is an abundance of scien-
tific evidence from trusted inter-
national sources that growing 
carbon dioxide levels causing 
climate change can be attributed 
to humans.

In New Mexico, average tem-
peratures are warmer now than 
at any time during the past cen-
tury, he said.

It’s possible, according to some 
models, that temperatures could 
rise an average of more than 5 
degrees Fahrenheit in the win-

 ■ Panel at seminar says 
climate change is real 
and can’t be ignored

See SCIENTISTS on PAGE D2

RAMO

S tate Sen. Eric Griego, 
D-Albuquerque, is 
stepping down from 
his executive director 

position at New Mexico Voices 
for Children to focus full time 
on being a congressional 
candidate.

Griego, who worked at the 
nonprofit since 2007, is seek-
ing the Democratic nomina-
tion for the Albuquerque-
based 1st Congressional 
District seat.

Former Albuquerque Mayor 
Marty Chávez, who is also 
seeking the 
Democratic 
nomination, 
is already a 
full-time can-
didate. A third 
Democratic 
candidate, Ber-
nalillo County 
Commissioner 
Michelle Lujan 
Grisham, owns 
a health care 
consulting 
business.

Griego’s 
campaign manager, Ed Yoon, 
said Friday that Griego 
stepped down to spend more 
time campaigning. Besides 
his full-time job, Griego has 
also lost campaign time to 
his gig as a state senator, 
most recently in the 19-day 
special legislative session in 
September.

THE MONEY RACE: New 
Mexico’s U.S. Senate can-
didates are reporting their 
fundraising numbers from 
the third quarter, and two 
candidates — one from each 
party — more than doubled 
the take of their individual 
opponents.

Rep. Martin Heinrich, 
D-N.M., raised the most 
cash of any candidate with 
$650,000, according to his 
campaign. Heinrich is leav-
ing his U.S. House seat to 
seek the Democratic nomina-
tion for the Senate seat being 
vacated by retiring Sen. Jeff 
Bingaman.

Former Rep. Heather Wil-
son, R-N.M., led the field 
of Republican candidates, 
with $530,000, her campaign 
reported.

State Auditor Hector Bal-
deras, a Democrat, raised 
about $250,000, according to 
his campaign. Democratic 
activist Andres Valdez’s fun-
draising totals were not avail-
able on Friday.

Republican Lt. Gov. John 
Sanchez raised $164,000 and 
Greg Sowards, a Republican 
businessman from Las Cru-
ces, raised $230,000, accord-
ing to their campaigns.

See LAWYER on PAGE D2
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By Rick Nathanson
Journal Staff Writer

Albuquerque attorney Roberta Cooper 
Ramo has been elected to the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, adding 
her name to a prestigious list of mem-

bers that includes George Washington, 
Albert Einstein, Georgia O’Keeffe and 
many more.

Ramo, a shareholder in the law firm of 
Modrall, Sperling, Roehl, Harris & Sisk, 
attended the induction ceremony Oct. 
1 at the Academy in Cambridge, Mass., 
along with 211 other inductees.

“It’s a most astonishing honor for me, 
and it’s completely humbling when you 
look to see who is in your class of nomi-
nees and the history of the organiza-

tion,” she reflected earlier this week.
Within the 2011 class were winners of 

Nobel, Pritzker and Pulitzer prizes, the 
Turing Award, MacArthur and Gug-
genheim Fellowships, Kennedy Center 
Honors, and Grammy, Golden Globe and 
Academy Awards.

They included biologist Frances 
Arnold, cancer researcher Clara Bloom-
field, New England Patriots owner Rob-
ert Kraft, Hollywood film producer 

D1

METRO &NM
Monday, October 17, 2011

N.Y. TIMES CROSSWORD D3  ●  CLASSIFIEDS D3

D
ALBUQUERQUE JOURNAL ABQjournal.com

Seeing stars
Find out what’s playing 
at a theater near you.

D3

D’VAL WESTPHAL
Of the Journal 



Road Warrior

D’VAL WESTPHAL
Of the Journal 



Road Warrior

You Can Leave 
Cops Out Of 
Fender Benders

HOW TO HANDLE A FENDER BENDER: 
With all the routine traffic plus 
electronic distractions, not to 
mention the balloons in the air, 

minor accidents in the metro area are pretty 
routine.

So how do you handle one when it happens 
to you?

Last month, when I was rear-ended on Osuna 
at the Jefferson signal, I got lucky. The young 
man who hit my car was an honest guy who 
followed me through the intersection and into a 
nearby parking lot to exchange information.

Granted, he kicked his car first, but he 
never raised a foot toward me or my vehicle. 
In fact, I had to yank my own bumper off so it 
wouldn’t drag on the street.

Once we were out of the travel lanes, 
we exchanged insurance and contact 
information, called his company, filed a claim 
in which he freely admitted he “looked away 
for a minute,” and we recognized we were 
lucky nobody was injured.

And after talking to other Albuquerqueans, 
I recognize how lucky I was.

The insurance appraiser told me of cases 
in which the driver who caused the accident 
has gotten out of his vehicle and physically 
threatened the driver he hit. The body shop 
owner told me his wife was recently rear-
ended on southbound Coors at Irving, and 
the woman who hit her promised to follow 
her into the Taco Bell parking lot but took off 
when the signal turned green. A colleague 
told me the same hit-and-run scenario had 
happened to his mother, and he was grateful 
because from his vantage point in the 
passenger seat the other driver looked like 
the leader of a prison gang.

A call to the Albuquerque Police 
Department’s non-emergency number, 242-
COPS, revealed that unless there are injuries 
or air bags have deployed, drivers in a minor 
accident don’t need to call police — they 
absolutely can, but they don’t have to.

The police operator also explained that if the 
insurance companies involved want a police 
report, drivers can visit any substation in town 
and file one within five days of the wreck.

APD Sgt. Trish Hoffman says the “best 
practice is, if (there are) no injuries and cars 
are drivable, get them out of the road, (and) if 
you are comfortable, exchange information.

“If a heated discussion arises, call for 
police, and if there is not an agreement on 
who is at fault, call police.”

And if there is a next time, and even if the 
other driver seems as decent as the one who 
hit me, I will learn from others’ experiences 
and try to get that license plate and insurance 
information before I move my vehicle.

WHY ARE THE NEW I-25 LIGHTS ON 24/7? 
That question comes from a frugal caller, who 
noticed the street lights on the new section 
of freeway between Tramway and Bernalillo 
“are on day and night. I just think that’s a 
terrible waste of electricity.”

It’s also the way the highway department 
ensures new lights are working properly.

Phil Gallegos, who handles information 
for the New Mexico Department of 
Transportation, says “they should be turned 
off any day now. Typically if all goes right the 
‘burn-in period’ is by specification 30 days. 
In some instances if there are problems with 
the system they may stay on longer while the 
issue is resolved.”

KEEP VENTURA A LOW-SPEED ROLLER 
COASTER: And Jim Steeves says the 30 mph 
speed limit north of Paseo del Norte should 
stay.

“Last week you repeated an email from 
someone who wants a higher speed limit on 
Ventura north of Paseo del Norte,” he emails. 
“I often drive on this stretch of road — north 
to Alameda, then west to I-25 passing La 
Cueva High School on the way.

“This part of Ventura is like a roller 
coaster. As one approaches Alameda the 
careful driver heading north keeps a close 
eye on southbound traffic before making the 
left turn because oncoming traffic is, well, 
now you see and then you don’t. Going in the 
opposite direction — approach Ventura when 
eastbound on Alameda — is equally tricky 
because of that roller-coaster situation.

“A higher speed limit would be madness. Of 
course, we’ve got a lot of that elsewhere, but 
still.”

THIRTY TRAFFIC DEATHS IN AUGUST: 
That’s according to the statisticians at the 
University of New Mexico who track things 
for NMDOT’s Traffic Safety Bureau.

Seventeen of the deaths were in motor 
vehicles, six were on motorcycles, one was on 
an all-terrain vehicle and six were pedestrians.

Alcohol was a factor in at least six of the 
deaths. One of the motorcycle/ATV riders 
was wearing a helmet. Only five of the vehicle 
occupants were buckled in.

Assistant editorial page editor D’Val Westphal tackles 
commuter issues. Reach her at 823-3858; road@
abqjournal.com; P.O. Drawer J, Albuquerque, N.M. 87103.
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Jamie Benefield, left, and Annette Roden ride a bicycle built for two ... ghouls? celebrants? ... at the 
fifth annual Day of the Tread charity event Sunday.

Johnny Valdiviezo cheers on fellow runners after complet-
ing the 5K. The Day of the Tread included run and walk 
marathons as well as bike rides.

The fifth annual Day of the 
Tread, in which costumed 
participants bike, run or 
walk the miles to benefit 

children and their families, is 
a physically fit take on Day of 
the Dead, in which costumed 
participants celebrate the dear 
departed.

Both occasions are colorful 
and joyous, but Day of the Tread 
includes five bike routes and mul-
tiple walk/run marathons. In the 
spirit of the day, cyclists signing 
up for 80 miles are promised that it 
will “bring out the monster in you,” 
and that 100 miles “will surely send 
the ghouls and goblins back to their 
graves!”

Sunday’s fundraiser benefited 
Carrie Tingley Hospital Founda-
tion, which supports special needs 
kids,  and Casa Esperanza, which 
provides a home away from home 
for families facing cancer.
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Scientists Warn of Warming

By Aurelio Sanchez 
Journal Staff Writer

Climate change brought on by 
global warming is real, and a 
panel of physicists says to ignore 
it is to increase the chances of a 
global catastrophe.

“It’s like playing a game in 
which you shoot a gun into the 

air,” said Mark Boslough, a 
physicist with Sandia National 
Laboratories.

He likened the danger going 
from comparatively minor, if the 
shot in the air comes down harm-
lessly, becoming progressively 
worse if the shot is aimed at your 
foot, then your temple.

“We don’t know what’s going 
to happen, but we do know some-
thing bad is going to happen,” he 
told about 200 people attending 
a seminar Sunday called “Per-
spectives on Climate Change” 
at the Jewish Community Cen-

ter. It was presented by the New 
Mexico chapter of the Fulbright 
Association.

In little more than a hundred 
years, the Industrial Revolution 
has brought astounding advance-
ments in technology and life com-
forts, but at what price? Boslough 
asked.

The potential consequences 
could range from inconvenient 
weather to global catastrophe, 
he said.

Meanwhile, fellow physicist 
Professor David Gutzler of the 
University of New Mexico said 

there is an abundance of scien-
tific evidence from trusted inter-
national sources that growing 
carbon dioxide levels causing 
climate change can be attributed 
to humans.

In New Mexico, average tem-
peratures are warmer now than 
at any time during the past cen-
tury, he said.

It’s possible, according to some 
models, that temperatures could 
rise an average of more than 5 
degrees Fahrenheit in the win-

 ■ Panel at seminar says 
climate change is real 
and can’t be ignored
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RAMO

S tate Sen. Eric Griego, 
D-Albuquerque, is 
stepping down from 
his executive director 

position at New Mexico Voices 
for Children to focus full time 
on being a congressional 
candidate.

Griego, who worked at the 
nonprofit since 2007, is seek-
ing the Democratic nomina-
tion for the Albuquerque-
based 1st Congressional 
District seat.

Former Albuquerque Mayor 
Marty Chávez, who is also 
seeking the 
Democratic 
nomination, 
is already a 
full-time can-
didate. A third 
Democratic 
candidate, Ber-
nalillo County 
Commissioner 
Michelle Lujan 
Grisham, owns 
a health care 
consulting 
business.

Griego’s 
campaign manager, Ed Yoon, 
said Friday that Griego 
stepped down to spend more 
time campaigning. Besides 
his full-time job, Griego has 
also lost campaign time to 
his gig as a state senator, 
most recently in the 19-day 
special legislative session in 
September.

THE MONEY RACE: New 
Mexico’s U.S. Senate can-
didates are reporting their 
fundraising numbers from 
the third quarter, and two 
candidates — one from each 
party — more than doubled 
the take of their individual 
opponents.

Rep. Martin Heinrich, 
D-N.M., raised the most 
cash of any candidate with 
$650,000, according to his 
campaign. Heinrich is leav-
ing his U.S. House seat to 
seek the Democratic nomina-
tion for the Senate seat being 
vacated by retiring Sen. Jeff 
Bingaman.

Former Rep. Heather Wil-
son, R-N.M., led the field 
of Republican candidates, 
with $530,000, her campaign 
reported.

State Auditor Hector Bal-
deras, a Democrat, raised 
about $250,000, according to 
his campaign. Democratic 
activist Andres Valdez’s fun-
draising totals were not avail-
able on Friday.

Republican Lt. Gov. John 
Sanchez raised $164,000 and 
Greg Sowards, a Republican 
businessman from Las Cru-
ces, raised $230,000, accord-
ing to their campaigns.
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