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One of the most interest-
ing programs the Rotary has
to offer is one of the largest
and most reputable high
school  exchange program.
Youth Exchange is a one
year cultural exchange pro-
gram open to high  school
students to be ambassadors
for New Mexico...
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ARLINGTON, Texas (AP)
— With Texas Rangers fans
chanting his name, Mike
Napoli kept fouling off pitch-
es until getting the big hit
after James Shields had hit
two batters.
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A diaper war raged between
volleyball players and parents of
small children at Cahoon Park,
Saturday morning. 

The conflict was not about
changing diapers, but changing
Roswell, one budding family at a
time.

The Chaves County Pregnancy
Resource Center challenged the
community to either walk, run,
or battle it out during the
Changing Roswell Walk and Run
—  all to raise funds and aware-

ness for its cause. The CCPRC
provides free resources to expec-
tant women and families with
children less than three years of
age. The nonprofit agency helps
about 50 clients a week.

Event coordinators for the
CCPRC are creative year-round.
For instance, one can earn
“mommy money” or “daddy dol-
lars” by attending CCPRC preg-
nancy or parenting courses,
according to Lisa Reeves, admin-
istrative director for the organi-
zation.

Mommy money or daddy dol-

lars can be used to purchase
any number of items at the
CCPRC store, including diapers,
strollers, wipes, car seats or
cribs, to name a few. Mommy
money and daddy dollars are
worth just as much as their
actual dollar counterpart; but
can only be used at the CCPRC.

The CCPRC offers three, 16-
week courses, and they are
offered in English and in Span-
ish. Reeves said clients earn
mommy money or daddy dollars
through their participation in

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama
administration’s energy chief, facing
increased pressure over the failure of
solar panel maker Solyndra, defended
on Saturday a loan guarantee pro-
gram that has provided billions of dol-
lars for solar energy and other renew-
able energy projects.

Energy Secretary Steven Chu said a
stimulus law program that expired
Friday will help develop the world’s
largest wind farm in Oregon, several
large solar power farms in California
and Nevada, and the installation of
solar panels on 750 rooftops in 28
states, among other projects.

The loan program has become a ral-
lying cry for critics of the Obama
administration’s green energy pro-
gram after a California solar panel
maker declared bankruptcy despite
receiving a $528 million federal loan.
The company, Solyndra LLC, has laid
off its 1,100 workers.

Chu did not mention Solyndra in a
speech at a Solar Decathlon spon-
sored by the Energy Department. Stu-
dents competed to build model solar
homes in the event, which was won by
the University of Maryland.

But Chu said loan guarantee proj-
ects will generate clean energy to
power more than 2.5 million homes.

Combined with other programs run
by the department, the clean energy
loans are expected to support as many
as 60,000 jobs, he said, though
Republican lawmakers have disputed
that figure.

Damien LaVera, a department
spokesman, said the clean energy loan
program has awarded 28 loans worth
more than $16 billion since 2009.

Much of the spending has come
recently, including more than $6 bil-

Obama’s energy
chief defends
energy loans
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Nearly 200 parents and
early educators from
around the state came
together Saturday to dis-
cuss the dire state of early
education and child care in
New Mexico in pursuit of
forging a plan to save it.
The founding convention of
People for Kids brought
activists and legislative
leaders together to save
early education. People for
Kids, which is an acronym

for Parents, Educators and
Owners Partnering for
Learning in Early Educa-
tion, is a coalition of the
3,500 parents of the OLÉ
Working Parents Associa-
tion, early educators, cen-
ter owners and directors
from 100 child development
centers throughout New
Mexico.

New Mexico ranks low
nationally when it comes to
education, according to
Myra Segal, deputy policy
director for the New Mexico
Voices for Children organi-

zation. New Mexico ranks
47th in the nation in terms
of the percentage of teens
who did not finish high
school, Segal said. And
only two out of 10 New
Mexico fourth-graders are
proficient readers. 

Segal talked about the
various milestones in a
child’s life such as kinder-
garten, reading proficiently
in fourth grade and gradu-
ating high school. “When a
child starts behind they
stay behind. When you
enter school behind, what

happens is unfortunately
most kids never catch up.
We hear a lot of talk about
the achievement gap, and I
say the best way to close
the achievement gap is to
prevent it from happening
it in the first place. And the
best to prevent it from hap-
pening in the first place is
to do exactly what every-
body in this room is doing.” 

Suggesting a solution to
the funding crises early
education centers are expe-
riencing, Segal said
increasing the distribution

from the state’s Land Grant
Permanent Fund, which
was created for the purpose
of educating children, by
1.5% would generate
around $150 million in rev-
enue per year. “The fund
will still grow. It is just
going to grow at a slower
rate,” she said. Segal also
mentioned that a state
auditor would be responsi-
ble for looking at the fund
every year to make sure the

VANESSA KAHIN

RECORD STAFF WRITER

It took several years
and a dedicated group of
individuals who would
not accept “no” for an
answer. Now, thanks to
their quiet but diligent
effort, Roswell has its own
chapter of American
Legion Riders.

A chartering ceremony
at the Veterans Memorial
Hall of the American
Legion Post #28 Saturday
afternoon made the new
chapter of the ALR —
Chapter 21 —  official.

The ALR is for motorcy-
cle enthusiasts who not

American Legion Riders become official

SANTA FE (AP) — New
Mexico should reorganize
the Public Regulation Com-
mission and impose mini-
mum qualifications on its
members, according to a
report released after a sec-
ond elected regulator was
forced from office.

Jerome Block Jr.’s depar-
ture from the commission
was the latest scandal to
tarnish the regulatory
agency, and the report by
an independent think tank
says it’s time to clean up
the mess.

Think New Mexico rec-
ommended streamlining
the commission by moving

certain regulatory duties to
other agencies and requir-
ing elected commissioners
to come to the $90,000-a-
year job with more profes-
sional and educational
experience.

Gov. Susana Martinez
and some commission
members agree it’s time to
overhaul the commission,
which was created by a
1996 constitutional amend-
ment merging two regulato-
ry agencies.

Block agreed last week to
resign in a deal with prose-
cutors. He also pleaded

Report calls for overhaul
of state regulator position

Mark Wilson Photo

American Legion Riders listen as Mayor Del Jurney issues a
welcoming statement Saturday at the Veterans Memorial
Hall of American Legion Post #28.

Mark Wilson Photo

Families and individuals participate in the Changing Roswell Walk and Run saturday morning at Cahoon
Park.

Changing Roswell hosts walk and run

See LOANS, Page A3

See REGULATOR, Page A3

School press conference focuses on early education

See EDUCATION, Page A2

See CHANGING, Page A3
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It’s all about drive —  to
rid those in the area, espe-
cially children, of needless
hunger; to show what a ral-
lied community can do;
and for believers to fulfill
what they feel is asked of
them.

It’s also Harvest Min-
istries’ annual food drive,
one so significant and
ambitious it attracted
Mayor Del Jurney this year.

The food drive took place
in front of Sam’s Club and

Walmart, Friday and Satur-
day. Pastor Phil “Rubie”
Rubinstein said the stores
are major supporters of the
food bank, which helps
feed 40,000 people in
Chaves, Eddy and Lincoln
counties through partner-
ships with about 25 other
ministries.

“We are trying to fill a
semi-trailer …  full of food,”
Rubinstein said. He said
last year the food drive,
which only lasted one day,
helped collect 9,000
pounds of food. 

“We’re hoping to collect

at least double that, and as
much as the good Lord will
bring in,” Rubinstein said. 

Jurney commended the
efforts of Harvest Ministries
during a visit with the vol-
unteers Saturday. He said
volunteers with Harvest
Ministries “take it upon
themselves to make sure
that those who suf fer …
are taken care of.” 

Jurney said having a
food drive just outside of
Sam’s Club and Walmart

Harvest Ministries works to rid hunger

See HUNGER, Page A3

Vanessa Kahin Photo
Volunteers Donovan Fulkerson, left, and Chris LaDuca help
during Harvest Ministries’ annual food drive in front of Wal-
mart, Saturday.

See LEGION, Page A3

INSIDE
NEWS

ROTARY
EXCHANGE;
OPEN TO HS
STUDENTS

One of the most interest-
ing programs the Rotary has
to offer is one of the largest
and most reputable high
school  exchange program.
Youth Exchange is a one
year cultural exchange pro-
gram open to high  school
students to be ambassadors
for New Mexico...

- PAGE C1

For The Last 24 Hours
• Generations learns hel-

met safety
• ‘Let’s do the Wave!’
• Stabbing, 2 injured
• Herrera, guilty of sec-

ond- degree murder
• NMMI wins, 40-22

FIVE-RUN
FOURTH
FUELS
RANGERS’
WIN

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP)
— With Texas Rangers fans
chanting his name, Mike
Napoli kept fouling off pitch-
es until getting the big hit
after James Shields had hit
two batters.

PAGE B1

No Obituaries for
today, Oct. 2, 2011

TODAY’S FORECAST

HIGH ...85˚
LOW ....55˚

INDEX
CLASSIFIEDS..........D1
COMICS.................C4
ENTERTAINMENT.....D2
GENERAL ..............A2
HOROSCOPES ..A6,A8
LOTTERIES ............A2
OPINION ................A4
SPORTS ................B1
WEATHER..............A8

INSIDE
SPORTS

TOP 5
WEB

TODAY’S
OBITUARIES

Roswell Daily Record
THE VOICE OF THE PECOS VALLEY

www.rdrnews.com
Vol. 120, No. 237 October 2, 2011

50¢ Daily / $1 Sunday SUNDAY

VANESSA KAHIN

RECORD STAFF WRITER

A diaper war raged between
volleyball players and parents of
small children at Cahoon Park,
Saturday morning. 

The conflict was not about
changing diapers, but changing
Roswell, one budding family at a
time.

The Chaves County Pregnancy
Resource Center challenged the
community to either walk, run,
or battle it out during the
Changing Roswell Walk and Run
—  all to raise funds and aware-

ness for its cause. The CCPRC
provides free resources to expec-
tant women and families with
children less than three years of
age. The nonprofit agency helps
about 50 clients a week.

Event coordinators for the
CCPRC are creative year-round.
For instance, one can earn
“mommy money” or “daddy dol-
lars” by attending CCPRC preg-
nancy or parenting courses,
according to Lisa Reeves, admin-
istrative director for the organi-
zation.

Mommy money or daddy dol-

lars can be used to purchase
any number of items at the
CCPRC store, including diapers,
strollers, wipes, car seats or
cribs, to name a few. Mommy
money and daddy dollars are
worth just as much as their
actual dollar counterpart; but
can only be used at the CCPRC.

The CCPRC offers three, 16-
week courses, and they are
offered in English and in Span-
ish. Reeves said clients earn
mommy money or daddy dollars
through their participation in

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Obama
administration’s energy chief, facing
increased pressure over the failure of
solar panel maker Solyndra, defended
on Saturday a loan guarantee pro-
gram that has provided billions of dol-
lars for solar energy and other renew-
able energy projects.

Energy Secretary Steven Chu said a
stimulus law program that expired
Friday will help develop the world’s
largest wind farm in Oregon, several
large solar power farms in California
and Nevada, and the installation of
solar panels on 750 rooftops in 28
states, among other projects.

The loan program has become a ral-
lying cry for critics of the Obama
administration’s green energy pro-
gram after a California solar panel
maker declared bankruptcy despite
receiving a $528 million federal loan.
The company, Solyndra LLC, has laid
off its 1,100 workers.

Chu did not mention Solyndra in a
speech at a Solar Decathlon spon-
sored by the Energy Department. Stu-
dents competed to build model solar
homes in the event, which was won by
the University of Maryland.

But Chu said loan guarantee proj-
ects will generate clean energy to
power more than 2.5 million homes.

Combined with other programs run
by the department, the clean energy
loans are expected to support as many
as 60,000 jobs, he said, though
Republican lawmakers have disputed
that figure.

Damien LaVera, a department
spokesman, said the clean energy loan
program has awarded 28 loans worth
more than $16 billion since 2009.

Much of the spending has come
recently, including more than $6 bil-

Obama’s energy
chief defends
energy loans

JULIA BERGMAN

RECORD STAFF WRITER

Nearly 200 parents and
early educators from
around the state came
together Saturday to dis-
cuss the dire state of early
education and child care in
New Mexico in pursuit of
forging a plan to save it.
The founding convention of
People for Kids brought
activists and legislative
leaders together to save
early education. People for
Kids, which is an acronym

for Parents, Educators and
Owners Partnering for
Learning in Early Educa-
tion, is a coalition of the
3,500 parents of the OLÉ
Working Parents Associa-
tion, early educators, cen-
ter owners and directors
from 100 child development
centers throughout New
Mexico.

New Mexico ranks low
nationally when it comes to
education, according to
Myra Segal, deputy policy
director for the New Mexico
Voices for Children organi-

zation. New Mexico ranks
47th in the nation in terms
of the percentage of teens
who did not finish high
school, Segal said. And
only two out of 10 New
Mexico fourth-graders are
proficient readers. 

Segal talked about the
various milestones in a
child’s life such as kinder-
garten, reading proficiently
in fourth grade and gradu-
ating high school. “When a
child starts behind they
stay behind. When you
enter school behind, what

happens is unfortunately
most kids never catch up.
We hear a lot of talk about
the achievement gap, and I
say the best way to close
the achievement gap is to
prevent it from happening
it in the first place. And the
best to prevent it from hap-
pening in the first place is
to do exactly what every-
body in this room is doing.” 

Suggesting a solution to
the funding crises early
education centers are expe-
riencing, Segal said
increasing the distribution

from the state’s Land Grant
Permanent Fund, which
was created for the purpose
of educating children, by
1.5% would generate
around $150 million in rev-
enue per year. “The fund
will still grow. It is just
going to grow at a slower
rate,” she said. Segal also
mentioned that a state
auditor would be responsi-
ble for looking at the fund
every year to make sure the

VANESSA KAHIN

RECORD STAFF WRITER

It took several years
and a dedicated group of
individuals who would
not accept “no” for an
answer. Now, thanks to
their quiet but diligent
effort, Roswell has its own
chapter of American
Legion Riders.

A chartering ceremony
at the Veterans Memorial
Hall of the American
Legion Post #28 Saturday
afternoon made the new
chapter of the ALR —
Chapter 21 —  official.

The ALR is for motorcy-
cle enthusiasts who not

American Legion Riders become official

SANTA FE (AP) — New
Mexico should reorganize
the Public Regulation Com-
mission and impose mini-
mum qualifications on its
members, according to a
report released after a sec-
ond elected regulator was
forced from office.

Jerome Block Jr.’s depar-
ture from the commission
was the latest scandal to
tarnish the regulatory
agency, and the report by
an independent think tank
says it’s time to clean up
the mess.

Think New Mexico rec-
ommended streamlining
the commission by moving

certain regulatory duties to
other agencies and requir-
ing elected commissioners
to come to the $90,000-a-
year job with more profes-
sional and educational
experience.

Gov. Susana Martinez
and some commission
members agree it’s time to
overhaul the commission,
which was created by a
1996 constitutional amend-
ment merging two regulato-
ry agencies.

Block agreed last week to
resign in a deal with prose-
cutors. He also pleaded

Report calls for overhaul
of state regulator position

Mark Wilson Photo

American Legion Riders listen as Mayor Del Jurney issues a
welcoming statement Saturday at the Veterans Memorial
Hall of American Legion Post #28.

Mark Wilson Photo

Families and individuals participate in the Changing Roswell Walk and Run saturday morning at Cahoon
Park.

Changing Roswell hosts walk and run

See LOANS, Page A3

See REGULATOR, Page A3

School press conference focuses on early education

See EDUCATION, Page A2

See CHANGING, Page A3

VANESSA KAHIN

RECORD STAFF WRITER

It’s all about drive —  to
rid those in the area, espe-
cially children, of needless
hunger; to show what a ral-
lied community can do;
and for believers to fulfill
what they feel is asked of
them.

It’s also Harvest Min-
istries’ annual food drive,
one so significant and
ambitious it attracted
Mayor Del Jurney this year.

The food drive took place
in front of Sam’s Club and

Walmart, Friday and Satur-
day. Pastor Phil “Rubie”
Rubinstein said the stores
are major supporters of the
food bank, which helps
feed 40,000 people in
Chaves, Eddy and Lincoln
counties through partner-
ships with about 25 other
ministries.

“We are trying to fill a
semi-trailer …  full of food,”
Rubinstein said. He said
last year the food drive,
which only lasted one day,
helped collect 9,000
pounds of food. 

“We’re hoping to collect

at least double that, and as
much as the good Lord will
bring in,” Rubinstein said. 

Jurney commended the
efforts of Harvest Ministries
during a visit with the vol-
unteers Saturday. He said
volunteers with Harvest
Ministries “take it upon
themselves to make sure
that those who suf fer …
are taken care of.” 

Jurney said having a
food drive just outside of
Sam’s Club and Walmart

Harvest Ministries works to rid hunger

See HUNGER, Page A3

Vanessa Kahin Photo
Volunteers Donovan Fulkerson, left, and Chris LaDuca help
during Harvest Ministries’ annual food drive in front of Wal-
mart, Saturday.

See LEGION, Page A3

A2 Sunday, October 2, 2011 GENERAL Roswell Daily Record

WILSHIRE
BARBER SHOP

2801 N. Main
3 Barbers to serve you!
Monday-Friday 8-5:30

Roswell Daily Record USPS No 471-200

News & Business Telephone
622-7710

Circulation Telephone
622-7730

Charles Fischer Andrew Poertner
Publisher Editor

cfischer@roswell-record.com editor@roswell-record.com

R. Cory Beck
Publisher (1987-2006)

Kim Gordon ........................................................Advertising Director
kim.gordon@roswell-record.com
Jim Dishman .....................................................Circulation Director
jdishman@roswell-record.com

Published daily except Monday at 2301 N. Main St., Roswell, N.M. 88201.
Copyright Notice

The entire contents of the Roswell Daily Record, including its flag on Page 1, are fully
protected by copyright and registry and cannot be reproduced in any form for any pur-
pose without written permission from the Daily Record.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES by carrier delivery in Roswell: $10 per month, payable in
advance. Prices may vary in some areas. As a convenience to subscribers, advance
payments for home delivery for periods of 3 months to 12 months may be made direct-
ly to the Roswell Daily Record. No responsibility for advance payments over 30 days
assumed by the company unless paid directly to the Roswell Daily Record. All home
carrier subscriptions will continue being delivered past expiration date causing an
arrears owed unless the circulation department is contacted and told to stop service
prior to expiration.

MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES: ALL NEW MEXICO 882 ZIP CODES, $12 ONE
MONTH, $36 THREE MONTHS, $72 SIX MONTHS, $144 ONE YEAR. All other New
Mexico zip codes, $13 one month, $39 three months, $78 six months, $156 one year.
All other states in USA, $18 one month, $54 three months, $108 six months, $216 one
year. Periodical-postage paid at Roswell, N.M. Postmaster: Please mail change of
address to Roswell Daily Record, P.O. Box 1897, Roswell, N.M. 88202-1897. All postal
subscriptions will stop at expiration unless payment is made prior to expiration.

Lynette’s Healing Hands
Therapeutic Massage
Cold Laser Therapy

By appointment only

(575) 910-9097

Bring in this ad to receive $10 off
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(*) No Pass or Discount
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*WHAT’S YOUR NUMBER

(PG13) (11:40) 2:10 4:45 7:25 9:50
*DREAM HOUSE

(PG13) (11:45) 2:00 4:40 7:05 9:20
*COURAGEOUS

(PG13) (12:30) 3:30 6:30 9:30
*DOLPHIN TALE 2D (PG) 4:35

*DOLPHIN TALE 3D ($2 UPCHARGE)

(PG) (11:20) 2:00 7:10 9:40

*ABDUCTION
(PG13) (11:30) 2:20 4:50 7:15 9:50

*MONEYBALL
(PG13) (12:00) 3:15 6:15 9:20

*50/50
(R) (11:35) 2:15 4:40 7:20 9:45

*LION KING 2D (G) 4:45
*LION KING 3D ($2 UPCHARGE)

(G)(11:25) 2:10 7:00 9:20

Happy Birthday Number?
To the Love of my Life
Judy Borst

My wife and best friend for
over 36 years

Love,
Gary and Amy (the cat)

In Loving Memory of
Salvador Briseno, we the family
would like to thank those who
were supportive of us during a
most difficult time. Our
appreciation goes out to
Anderson Bethany Funeral

Home, Father Charlie of St.
Peters Parish, Pauline Ponce,
George Bennett Choir, Las

Chismosas, all family members,
friends & neighbors; for the food,
flowers, donations, cards, &

support. We sincerely Thank you
all and are forever grateful.

Eagles Rental
Hall and Patio Available

Monday Night Bingo
6:30 PM

For More Information, call
622-9402

  

Located at:

110 West College Blvd. Suite G
Roswell, NM 88201

622-1850

Mitzi Davis • Jeanne Smith
Marianne Anglada

Thank you

The children of Amanda Ann
Martinez, Richard, Patrick,
Daniel, Erica and Annalicia
would like to thank family,

friends, clergy, medical staff
and everyone who provided

prayers, comfort, support, food,
flowers, balloons, memorial

contributions and much love to
our family during this difficult
time. We are truly blessed to

have people like you in our lives!

Proverbs 3:5-6
5 Trust in the LORD with all your
heart, And lean not on your own

understanding; 6 In all your ways
acknowledge Him, And He shall

direct your paths.

Memorial
11/11/57 – 9/13/2011

We realize how much our
family & friends really
mean to us during the
passing of my son Jerry.
We want to thank you for
the cards, donations,
flowers, food, love &

support you have shown us
during this difficult time.

Thank you all and
God Bless,

The Soliz Family

MARTHA D. URQUIDES-STAAB

VISTAS EDITOR

The sounds of saxo-
phones, trumpets, banjos,
clarinets and guitars will
fi l l the autumn air. The
only explanation for this
sweet, toe tapping music:
the annual Jazz Festival
has officially arrived. 

The Roswell Jazz Festival
will make its way down-
town Oct. 7, 8 and 9. The
schedule is jam packed full
of events, and incredible
jazz artists are traveling
from all over the country
and abroad to perform for
this grand event.

This year marks the 6th
year the festival has been
running in the community.
The origins of this festival
come from the traumatic
event in 2005, Hurricane
Katrina. Katrina still
remains fresh in the minds

of those in the Gulf coast
as being one of the top five
worst storms in U.S. histo-
ry. The hurricane displaced
thousands of people. One
of those storm victims
arrived in Roswell: Dr.
Roger Dickerson. Dickerson
is a composer, jazz pianist
and Pulitzer Prize nominee,
who helped form a commit-
tee to plan local jazz con-
certs in the city. The pro-
ceeds from the event went
to the children’s fund for
those who were displaced
from the hurricane. That
event drew 200 people to
First Presbyterian Church. 

Following that successful
event, Dr. Dickerson and
the committee helped spon-
sor a Mardi Gras event in
February of 2006 and sev-
eral per formances were
scheduled throughout that
weekend with the help of
Michael Francis and sever-

al others. Proceeds, after
expenses, established the
small seed for the major
jazz festival. From then on
the festival has become an
annual event that brings a
different style of music and
culture to our corner of the
world. 

“The generosity of this
community has been so
wonder ful; they have
embraced this festival,”
said Duane Evans, festival
chairman. 

Since its existence,
Michael Francis, music
director, has been traveling
all over the country in
search of jazz musicians
willing to lend their talents
to the festival. Francis, also
a jazz musician of nearly
40 years, is responsible for
creating the biggest part of
the festival and bringing
world famous artists here
for the event. He travels

three times durring the
year to various places and
scouts jazz clubs in search
of new artists. He discov-
ered this year’s guest of
honor, Nicki Parrott, sever-
al years ago in New York
City. 

Nicki Parrott is a world
famous Australian jazz
artist who has been at the
festival several times, but
this will be her first time
being the guest of honor. 

“I ’m honored to be
named the guest of honor
for this event. I’m use to
helping honor someone,
but I’m not use to being the
honoree, I ’m delighted,”
said Parrott. She has been
to Roswell several times
and enjoys her visits every
time she visits. The festival
also offers an opportunity
for those who want to learn
jazz, at The School of Jazz.
Duane Evans is the

founder of the school and
was created after the first
festival. 

“Nowadays Jazz is a
tough sell, especially in this
part of the world. The
school shows students the
roots of which their favorite
music is stemmed from,”
said Evans. Evans, who is
a former educator, brought
this program to life from
his past educational duties,
introduced it to the festival
and has been exposing oth-
ers to  the genre. He hopes
that the love of jazz will
stick with the younger gen-
erations and keep it alive
for years to come. The
school teaches something
dif ferent every year and
this year Ginsberg Music
will be hosting the school
which is free to the public. 

The Roswell Museum and
Art Center is also helping
with the festival by hosting

a block party. The party
will include a Latin Jazz
group who will be perform-
ing on an outdoor stage led
by Chuck Redd and joined
by nine of the festival head-
liners. The event is free and
open to the public.  

The 6th annual Roswell
Jazz Festival will begin at
noon on the Courthouse
lawn, Oct. 7, and will con-
tinue on through the week-
end at various venues
throughout the downtown
area. 

The committee extends
its thanks to the Roswell
Lodgers Tax for being a key
contributor to making this
event possible. For more
information call 624-7704
or visit roswelljazzfesti-
val.org.

vistas@roswell-record.com

The 6th annual Roswell Jazz Festival is almost here!
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money was properly dis-
tributed to early childhood
education.

The convention also fea-
tured testimonies from
parents and educators
and included a panel
which addressed policy
solutions for early educa-
tion funding. Senate
Majority Leader Michael
Sanchez was a panelist. 

Starting his talk on a
political note, Sanchez
showed his allegiance
towards Diane Denish,
who served as chair of the
Democratic Party of New
Mexico and ran for gover-
nor of New Mexico against
Susana Martinez. “If the
state had elected Diane
Denish this may not even
be an issue because Diane
Denish is a person who
worked very hard for early
childhood education. But
the people of the state of
New Mexico chose other-
wise,” he said.

Sanchez then spoke on
behalf of the Senate,
expressing his and their
appreciation for early edu-
cation teachers. “ I want
to let you all know, and I
will tell you right now,
and this goes for all of the
New Mexico Senate, that I
can speak for, is nobody
in that body considers you
to be babysitters. I will tell

you right now, it may feel
like that, but I’m going to
tell you that’s not true. We
know what you are, we
appreciate what you do,
sometimes we just don’t
get the money where it
needs to get to show you
how much we truly appre-
ciate everything you do.
So on behalf of the New
Mexico state Senate I
want to thank you for
everything you do for our
children, their parents,
grandparents, cousins,
uncles, aunts, brothers
and sisters.”  

Sanchez was met with
applause when he said he
did not think the No Child
Left Behind Act should
even be in existence. Dis-
cussing the idea to use
money from the state’s
Land Grant Permanent
Fund in order to help
fund early education cen-
ters and keep them open,
Sanchez cited Texas and
its use of its permanent
fund. “Totally in New Mex-
ico we have in both Land
Grant Funds close to $16
billion. It ’s the second
largest in the country.
We’re second to Texas.
And by the way just as a
point for you all, Texas
dipped into its fund to
help meet some of the
crises they had in the
state of Texas.” 

Speaking very highly of
Senate President Pro Tem
Tim Jennings, D-Roswell,

who also attended and
spoke at the convention,
Sanchez said, “Let me just
say to the people who are
in this room who are from
the Roswell and Chaves
County area that T im
Jennings is one of the
best senators that has
ever served in the New
Mexico state Senate by
far. If for some strange
reason they would not
choose to send him back
it would be a loss not only
for Chaves County, it
would be a loss for the
state of New Mexico, and
it would be a loss for the
children of this state. Tim
is one of those legislators
who truly cares about
everybody.” 

Jennings, who has five
children, told the audi-
ence, “We are in a chal-
lenging time right now.”
Showing his support for
the work that early educa-
tors do, Jennings said,
“The real truth of the mat-
ter is when you look at
early childhood education
it doesn’t start at one, it
doesn’t start at two, it
doesn’t start at three, it
starts at conception. On
behalf of our Senate we
had some real good bat-
tles about what’s going on
and how we spend our
money. If you want to
know my honest belief I
believe that our whole
system in education is
somewhat backwards. I

think we really ought to
put more and more dol-
lars into lower grades.” 

Many questions about
early childhood education
centers were discussed
between lawmakers in
Santa Fe, according to
Jennings, who said,
“Children are a challenge
to learn and educate all
the way through but it’s a
challenge all the way
through, to figure out
how to fund things in a
state and keep them
going. It’s a challenge to
understand why all of a
sudden in Albuquerque a
teacher can teach for six
and a half hours and can’t
get paid basically the
same salary that teachers
make, and the rest of the
state works seven hours
to get.  I don’t understand
that. And I don’t under-
stand when teachers come
out and say, ‘well it does-
n’t matter about funding
your retirement plan just
fund the salaries. ‘Those
are all kinds of questions
that we had to answer in
Santa Fe.” 

“We got to start at con-
ception and go up
because from conception
to those first 30 to 35
months after birth are the
most important years for
your child and in your
child’s life.” 

j.bergman@roswell-record.com 

Education
Continued from Page A1 Eager to show off their

hard work, several
youngsters arrived at the
fairgrounds two days
before the official start of
the Eastern New Mexico
State Fair to see which
one had raised a prize-
worthy dairy goat, Satur-
day.

In the end, it was two
seasoned contenders —
one from Roswell —  who
came out on top.

Hannah Bilbrey, 13,
from Kenna, N.M., struck
gold the very first time
she showed a dairy goat.
It was merely two years
ago when, as a beginner,
she won grand champion.

Laughing, Bilbrey
admitted she “didn’t do
so great” last year. How-
ever, she came back
strong this year and won
grand champion with her
dairy goat, Silver.

The daughter of Cody
and Travis Bilbrey, Han-
nah said, “It feels good to
win,” just before she returned to the arena for a show-
manship round.

Kirsten Sparkman has spent nearly half her life showing
dairy goats, and on Saturday, she was awarded reserve
grand champion for her dairy goat, Dorothy.

Sparkman, 15, said she’s been showing dairy goats
since she was eight.

“It’s really fun,” she said of raising and showing dairy
goats. The daughter of Loretta and Clay Sparkman,
Kirsten is a home-schooled Roswell native who is active in
Kountry Kids 4-H Club.

Sparkman had some insight about showing animals.
“All I know is, I try my best,” she said. “That’s all you

can do —  try your best.”

Goats prepare for the fair
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Hannah Bilbrey, 13, of Kenna,
won grand champion in the
Eastern New Mexico State Fair’s
Dairy Goat Show, Saturday.
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