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Keep Bad Idea 
From Blastoff

THE MAY 15 editorial about 
the Spaceport has a bad mis-
take. It says let’s go ahead, even 
if it’s a bad idea. If it’s bad, and 
I think it is, let’s cut our losses, 
close the thing up and let Vir-
gin Galactic, the anchor ten-
ant, finish it with its money. 

Bill Richardson will lose a 
monument to himself, and the 
taxpayers will gain the end of 
a money-gulping venture with 
few prospects of giving our 
pocketbooks a return.

DWIGHT MCANALLY
Corrales
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By Hilda L. Solis
U.S. Secretary of Labor

As Congress continues to 
grapple with America’s two 
most pressing challenges — 
growing our economy and 
reducing the deficit — there 
is a way lawmakers in Wash-
ington can make progress on 
both issues: fix our country’s 
broken immigration system.

These are challenging times 
for the American economy. 
While we added a quarter-
million new jobs in April, our 
9 percent unemployment rate 
is still too high. At the same 
time, our country is facing a 
$14 trillion national debt and 
an August deadline to raise 
the debt ceiling, or we will 
default on our obligations.

The American business 
community has helped lead 
the push for reform, because 
employers need a skilled, 
legal workforce to meet their 
diverse hiring needs. 

Fifteen percent of our 
nation’s labor force consists of 
foreign-born workers. Immi-
grants and their children are 
expected to account for 60 per-
cent of our population growth 
by 2050. In New Mexico, nearly 
one-fourth of the state’s popu-
lation growth in the 1990s was 
due to net foreign immigra-
tion, and that proportion is 
rising.

Over the next five years, nine 
in 10 new jobs in this country 
will require more than a high 
school degree. Unfortunately, 
we are underprepared as a 
nation to fill these positions. 

We educate more foreign-
born talent than any other 
country and then send them 
home to create multibillion-
dollar industries that compete 
against us. We should staple 
green cards to the diplomas of 
students who receive gradu-
ate degrees in areas where we 
have critical shortages, so they 
will stay and contribute to our 
economy over time.

Currently, immigrants rep-
resent one in four U.S. scien-
tists. They are more likely to 
form new businesses and three 
times more likely to file pat-
ent applications than people 
born here. This is significant 
because scientific innovation 
has created about half of all 
U.S. economic growth in the 
last half-century.

In other words, we are losing 
our job creators at a time when 
our recovery depends on them. 
To win the global economic 
race, we must export products 
— not the entrepreneurs and 
workers who make them.

We are also failing to har-
ness the economic potential 
found within our own high 
schools. Tens of thousands 
of our best and brightest stu-
dents whose parents crossed 
the border without papers 
cannot attend college, even 
though they are excelling in 
their studies. This includes 
many young people who are 
acing tests in math, science 
and computer class — areas 
where our current workforce 
faces critical shortages.

When we punish outstand-
ing students who pledge to 
our flag every morning in the 
country they love, we are only 
punishing ourselves.

Conservatives in Congress 
should drop their opposition and 
pass the DREAM Act. Integrat-
ing these future earners into 
our economic system would cut 
our deficit by $1.4 billion over 
the next decade, according to 
the nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office.

Both political parties agree 
that we must tackle our debt 
but cannot agree on ways to 
raise new revenue. Passage 
of comprehensive immigra-
tion reform would generate 
a net $25 billion in new fed-
eral revenue, according to the 
CBO, which could be applied to 
reduce our deficit or shore up 
Medicare, Medicaid and Social 
Security.

I am proud to be America’s 
first Latina Labor secretary, 
but the argument for breaking 
the stalemate on immigration 
reform is less about where we 
came from than where we need 
to go as a nation.

The most important contest 
we face today is not between 
Democrats and Republicans. 
It’s with competitors across 
the globe for new jobs and new 
industries.

President Obama is right to 
keep pushing on this issue. If 
we are going to out-educate, 
out-innovate and out-build the 
rest of the world, we need to 
do so on top of an immigration 
system that works—not the 
broken system we have now.

Immigration Is Key 
To Economic Future

By Sen. Eric Griego
Democrat, Albuquerque

Voters in New York state 
last Tuesday, and around 
the country in opinion polls, 
have given the thumbs down 
to the Republican plan to 
balance the federal budget 
by ending Medicare as we 
know it. 

Polls also show that the 
public does not want to cut 
Social Security or Medicaid 
for children, the disabled and 
nursing home care.

Does this mean the public 
will not accept any reason-
able solution to the long-term 
federal debt problem? 

Of course not.
A number of prominent 

national organizations have 
put reasonable budget pro-
posals on the table. They 
reduce federal deficits to a 
manageable level within the 
next several years and then 
eliminate deficits altogether 
sometime after 2020. If you 
want to read them, the best 
are on the websites of the 
Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus, the Center for 
American Progress and the 
Bipartisan Policy Center, 

where the Debt Reduction 
Task Force is co-chaired by 
our own former Sen. Pete 
Domenici.

The secret to all these pro-
posals is that they take a bal-
anced approach. They com-
bine reasonable long-term 
spending restraints, especial-
ly in the health care arena, 
with reasonable tax reform 
measures that largely affect 
only the richest 5 percent of 
Americans. Those taxpayers 
have seen their incomes go 
up by astronomical amounts 
in the last 20 years, while the 
incomes for almost everyone 
else have stagnated or even 
declined. Not only that, but 
the top tax rates have been 
cut and cut again, so that the 
after-tax incomes of these 
top groups (especially the 
richest 1 percent) have gone 
up even more.

This growing unfair distri-
bution of income and unequal 
tax system is threatening the 
position of the middle class 
in this country as the bed-
rock of the economy. 

Besides the recession, the 
Bush tax cuts are the major 
reason for our deficits. 

Almost all of the benefit of 
those cuts went to taxpayers 
in the highest 10 percent of 
income, and the very biggest 
benefits, of course, went to 
the richest 1 percent. 

Looking at these facts, 
independent national organi-
zations have understandably 
concluded that deficit reduc-
tion should include reason-
able tax increases targeted to 
those who have continued to 
reap the largest rewards. Just 
by eliminating the Bush tax 
cuts, we could get our deficits 
under reasonable control for 
the next 10 years. 

But Republicans in Con-
gress refuse to consider any 
tax increases, even those 
that would affect only the 
richest 1 percent of Ameri-
cans. By taking this rigid 
position, they are throwing 
away a major tool that could 
get the country back on the 
right fiscal track without 
decimating programs like 
Medicare, Medicaid and 
Social Security that most 
Americans support.

For the long run, control-
ling deficits means adopting a 
more equitable tax structure, 

including asking the richest 
Americans and corporations 
to step up to the plate and pay 
their fair share. These steps 
alone would deal with most 
of the problem.

The bottom line is there is 
no reason to panic or slash 
important programs that we 
all depend on for security 
and progress.

Read a summary of any 
one of the plans mentioned 
above and you will see that 
Congress can take a bal-
anced approach that includes 
both tax reforms and rea-
sonable cost controls to get 
deficits under control and let 
the country move forward 
again. 

Asking children, the elder-
ly, the poor and the disabled 
to bear the brunt of getting 
our fiscal house in order goes 
against our basic values as 
Americans. We can and 
should do better.

Eric Griego is a candidate for the 
Democratic nomination to run for 
U.S. Congress in New Mexico’s 
First Congressional District. He is 
also the executive director of New 
Mexico Voices for Children.
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NEW MEXICO’S medical 
marijuana law is nothing but 
a cheap way to legalize drugs. 
A person can almost get a pre-
scription for marijuana if they 
have an ingrown toenail. This 
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New Mexico tolerates illegal 
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grapple with America’s two 
most pressing challenges — 
growing our economy and 
reducing the deficit — there 
is a way lawmakers in Wash-
ington can make progress on 
both issues: fix our country’s 
broken immigration system.

These are challenging times 
for the American economy. 
While we added a quarter-
million new jobs in April, our 
9 percent unemployment rate 
is still too high. At the same 
time, our country is facing a 
$14 trillion national debt and 
an August deadline to raise 
the debt ceiling, or we will 
default on our obligations.

The American business 
community has helped lead 
the push for reform, because 
employers need a skilled, 
legal workforce to meet their 
diverse hiring needs. 

Fifteen percent of our 
nation’s labor force consists of 
foreign-born workers. Immi-
grants and their children are 
expected to account for 60 per-
cent of our population growth 
by 2050. In New Mexico, nearly 
one-fourth of the state’s popu-
lation growth in the 1990s was 
due to net foreign immigra-
tion, and that proportion is 
rising.

Over the next five years, nine 
in 10 new jobs in this country 
will require more than a high 
school degree. Unfortunately, 
we are underprepared as a 
nation to fill these positions. 

We educate more foreign-
born talent than any other 
country and then send them 
home to create multibillion-
dollar industries that compete 
against us. We should staple 
green cards to the diplomas of 
students who receive gradu-
ate degrees in areas where we 
have critical shortages, so they 
will stay and contribute to our 
economy over time.

Currently, immigrants rep-
resent one in four U.S. scien-
tists. They are more likely to 
form new businesses and three 
times more likely to file pat-
ent applications than people 
born here. This is significant 
because scientific innovation 
has created about half of all 
U.S. economic growth in the 
last half-century.

In other words, we are losing 
our job creators at a time when 
our recovery depends on them. 
To win the global economic 
race, we must export products 
— not the entrepreneurs and 
workers who make them.

We are also failing to har-
ness the economic potential 
found within our own high 
schools. Tens of thousands 
of our best and brightest stu-
dents whose parents crossed 
the border without papers 
cannot attend college, even 
though they are excelling in 
their studies. This includes 
many young people who are 
acing tests in math, science 
and computer class — areas 
where our current workforce 
faces critical shortages.

When we punish outstand-
ing students who pledge to 
our flag every morning in the 
country they love, we are only 
punishing ourselves.

Conservatives in Congress 
should drop their opposition and 
pass the DREAM Act. Integrat-
ing these future earners into 
our economic system would cut 
our deficit by $1.4 billion over 
the next decade, according to 
the nonpartisan Congressional 
Budget Office.

Both political parties agree 
that we must tackle our debt 
but cannot agree on ways to 
raise new revenue. Passage 
of comprehensive immigra-
tion reform would generate 
a net $25 billion in new fed-
eral revenue, according to the 
CBO, which could be applied to 
reduce our deficit or shore up 
Medicare, Medicaid and Social 
Security.

I am proud to be America’s 
first Latina Labor secretary, 
but the argument for breaking 
the stalemate on immigration 
reform is less about where we 
came from than where we need 
to go as a nation.

The most important contest 
we face today is not between 
Democrats and Republicans. 
It’s with competitors across 
the globe for new jobs and new 
industries.

President Obama is right to 
keep pushing on this issue. If 
we are going to out-educate, 
out-innovate and out-build the 
rest of the world, we need to 
do so on top of an immigration 
system that works—not the 
broken system we have now.
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By Sen. Eric Griego
Democrat, Albuquerque

Voters in New York state 
last Tuesday, and around 
the country in opinion polls, 
have given the thumbs down 
to the Republican plan to 
balance the federal budget 
by ending Medicare as we 
know it. 

Polls also show that the 
public does not want to cut 
Social Security or Medicaid 
for children, the disabled and 
nursing home care.

Does this mean the public 
will not accept any reason-
able solution to the long-term 
federal debt problem? 

Of course not.
A number of prominent 

national organizations have 
put reasonable budget pro-
posals on the table. They 
reduce federal deficits to a 
manageable level within the 
next several years and then 
eliminate deficits altogether 
sometime after 2020. If you 
want to read them, the best 
are on the websites of the 
Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus, the Center for 
American Progress and the 
Bipartisan Policy Center, 

where the Debt Reduction 
Task Force is co-chaired by 
our own former Sen. Pete 
Domenici.

The secret to all these pro-
posals is that they take a bal-
anced approach. They com-
bine reasonable long-term 
spending restraints, especial-
ly in the health care arena, 
with reasonable tax reform 
measures that largely affect 
only the richest 5 percent of 
Americans. Those taxpayers 
have seen their incomes go 
up by astronomical amounts 
in the last 20 years, while the 
incomes for almost everyone 
else have stagnated or even 
declined. Not only that, but 
the top tax rates have been 
cut and cut again, so that the 
after-tax incomes of these 
top groups (especially the 
richest 1 percent) have gone 
up even more.

This growing unfair distri-
bution of income and unequal 
tax system is threatening the 
position of the middle class 
in this country as the bed-
rock of the economy. 

Besides the recession, the 
Bush tax cuts are the major 
reason for our deficits. 

Almost all of the benefit of 
those cuts went to taxpayers 
in the highest 10 percent of 
income, and the very biggest 
benefits, of course, went to 
the richest 1 percent. 

Looking at these facts, 
independent national organi-
zations have understandably 
concluded that deficit reduc-
tion should include reason-
able tax increases targeted to 
those who have continued to 
reap the largest rewards. Just 
by eliminating the Bush tax 
cuts, we could get our deficits 
under reasonable control for 
the next 10 years. 

But Republicans in Con-
gress refuse to consider any 
tax increases, even those 
that would affect only the 
richest 1 percent of Ameri-
cans. By taking this rigid 
position, they are throwing 
away a major tool that could 
get the country back on the 
right fiscal track without 
decimating programs like 
Medicare, Medicaid and 
Social Security that most 
Americans support.

For the long run, control-
ling deficits means adopting a 
more equitable tax structure, 

including asking the richest 
Americans and corporations 
to step up to the plate and pay 
their fair share. These steps 
alone would deal with most 
of the problem.

The bottom line is there is 
no reason to panic or slash 
important programs that we 
all depend on for security 
and progress.

Read a summary of any 
one of the plans mentioned 
above and you will see that 
Congress can take a bal-
anced approach that includes 
both tax reforms and rea-
sonable cost controls to get 
deficits under control and let 
the country move forward 
again. 

Asking children, the elder-
ly, the poor and the disabled 
to bear the brunt of getting 
our fiscal house in order goes 
against our basic values as 
Americans. We can and 
should do better.
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also the executive director of New 
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