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A YouTube screen capture shows former state District Judge 
Pat Murdoch in an infomercial for a pain-relief product.

Copyright © 2011
Albuquerque Journal

By Scott Sandlin
Journal Staff Writer

The former presiding crimi-
nal judge in the 2nd Judicial 
District can no longer be seen 
on the bench, but you can still 
catch him on late-night TV or 
YouTube in an infomercial he 
apparently made years ago.

Judge Albert “Pat” Mur-

doch left the court under an 
agreement negotiated by his 
attorneys after Albuquerque 
police arrested him for alleg-
edly attempting to assault a 
prostitute. Charges were sub-
sequently dropped, though 
prosecutors could refile them.

The eight-minute video, 
introduced by actor Robert 
Wagner, features a product 
called Light Relief , which uses 
infrared light and heat to help 
with back pain, tension head-
aches, arthritis, tendonitis and 
similar ailments.

In the video ad, “Pat Mur-
doch, district judge” — no 
jurisdiction identif ied — 
appears in a blue dress shirt 

and tie in a home office setting 
and gives a testimonial about 
the product. 

Not seen on the video are the 
braces Murdoch uses to walk 
because of childhood polio. 
Murdoch has also long coached 
a wheelchair basketball team 
for youths and adults with 
disabilities.

In the infomercial, which 
says it was uploaded to You-
Tube in 2007, Murdoch says 
he experiences pain regularly.

“As the arthritis is begin-
ning to enter my hands, I see 
the changes in the shapes of 
my joints and I have pain on a 
fairly regular basis,” he says 
in the video, which has been 

airing on local TV. “I find that 
if I grab things, the grip is not 
complete, and I’ll drop a glass 
or not be able to take a jar lid 
off. With (the product), I put 
the lights on the back of my 
hands and palms of my hands 
for 10 or 15 minutes and the 
full flexibility is back, the full 
range of motion is back and the 
pain is gone. The jar lid, that 
the neighbor had to open, is 
opened by my own hands. It’s 
freedom.”

Murdoch’s brother, physical 
therapist Rick Murdoch, also 
appears in the video.

Murdoch’s attorney Ahmad 

Ex-Judge Stars in Late-Night Infomercial
 ■ Murdoch pitches 

product called 
Light Relief in ad

See EX-JUDGE on PAGE A7
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Alberto Sanchez holds his daughter, Marisol Franco, as Marisol’s mother, Deserae Riggen and Marisol’s cousin, Diego Wages, center 
top, are seen at the family’s home at Meadow Lake in Valencia County. They are among the families in New Mexico facing tough times.

By Deborah Baker and Dan Boyd
Journal Staff Writers

SANTA FE — New Mexico lawmakers are 
heading into the homestretch of a special ses-
sion with looming vetoes and the likelihood 
that judges will end up making some redistrict-
ing decisions.

Republican Gov. Susana Martinez says she 
will veto the Democratic-backed legislative 
plans for new district 
boundaries in the 
state House and Sen-
ate if they reach her 
desk.

That could land the 
redistricting issue 
in court, in a replay 
of 10 years ago when 
Republican Gov. Gary 
Johnson clashed with 
t he L eg islatu re’s 
Democratic majority 
and a court redrew 
the boundaries of con-
gressional and state House districts.

Behind the scenes Thursday, some lawmak-
ers were still pushing for a compromise, but 
that appeared elusive.

“There are people continuing to negotiate, 
and trying to come up with a resolution,” said 
Senate Majority Leader Michael Sanchez, 

Lawmakers 
Near End 
Of Session
Battles Still Loom, But 
Weekend Finish Sought

By Francesca Levy

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Investors on 
Wall Street and around the 
world sold stocks with aban-
don Thursday, more convinced 
than ever that a global reces-
sion is under way. The Dow 
Jones industrial average lost 
almost 400 points.

The sell-off began in Asia, 

intensified in Europe and 
rattled markets in the United 
States all day. Stocks in New 
York staged a small rally 
before the end of trading but 
still finished near their lows 
for the year.

One financial indicator after 

another showed that investors 
are quickly losing hope that 
the economy can keep grow-
ing. The price of oil and met-
als, both of which depend on 
economic demand, fell sharp-
ly. Traders bought bonds for 
safety.

FedEx, a company that ships 
so many goods it is considered 
a barometer of the U.S. econo-
my, had to lower its earnings 
forecast for the year because 
its customers are putting off 
purchases of electronics and 

Dow Drops Almost 400 Points

Inside
Maps of pro-
posed House 
districts, 
proposed job-
less fund fix, 
contract prefer-
ences A6

Some housekeeping this week, my 
friends. Time to catch you up on 
columns past involving life, death, 
trying not to die and trying to live 

with a little more dignity, even if you’re 
a supervisor with the state Children, 
Youth and Families 
Department.

CAN YOU HEAR US 
NOW? The answer, 
finally, is yes, and 
just in time for this 
Sunday’s Can You 
See Us Now? bike ride 
across Albuquerque.

The ride, sponsored 
by the Duke City 
Wheelmen to promote 
bike safety awareness, 
was nearly derailed 
after months of 
dickering with the 
Albuquerque Police 
Department over how many officers were 
needed as traffic control for a 5.4-mile ride 
that most of the anticipated 500 riders will 

Bike Safety, 
Death Review & 
Official Gangstas

Joline
Gutierrez
Krueger

UpFront

See CATCHING on PAGE A7

See LAWMAKERS on PAGE A2

Fears of Global 
Recession to Blame

1 in 5 New Mexicans Poor
By Juan Carlos Rodriguez  
and Pat Vasquez-Cunningham
Journal Staff Writers

The number of New Mexicans living in poverty 
rose to more than 20 percent in 2010, according to 
new U.S. Census Bureau data, giving the state the 
second highest poverty rate in the nation.

The rate increased 2.4 percent from the 2009 rate 
of 18 percent, according to the 2010 Census Ameri-
can Community Survey. The survey said 413,851 
people were living below the poverty threshold, 
which it defined as $22,314 for a family of four.

That is an increase of more than 60,000 people 

from 2009.
The national poverty rate was 15.3 percent.
One family facing tough times are the Francos, 

who live in Meadow Lake, about 10 miles east of 
Los Lunas in Valencia County.

Eight people live in the Francos’ mobile home. 
The only person who makes any real money is 
35-year-old Jose Franco, who does construction 
work. But that is sporadic these days with the hous-
ing industry in shambles.

“I’m lucky if I make $25,000 a year,” Franco said 
last week.

Census Data Show Poverty Is Growing

NEW MEXICO 2ND-POOREST STATE

See DOW on PAGE A7

Don’t get excited 
Federal government’s 
Operation Twist will 
barely help the average 
person Business, B1 

See N.M. on PAGE A2

By the numbers
2010 U.S. Census American 
Community Survey data for 
New Mexico:

Poverty rate: 20.4 percent

Number of people below the 
poverty line: 413,851

Median income: $42,090

Unemployment rate:  
9.5 percent

Population without health 
insurance: 19.6 percent



A2   Albuquerque Journal   Friday, September 23, 2011

S
T
A
T
E

/
A
2

 God bless America, and how’s everybody?

n “Two and a Half Men” drew a record-high num-
ber of viewers to watch Charlie 
Sheen’s funeral. They implied 
his death was girlfriend-
related. It’s an old adage in 
Los Angeles that you shouldn’t 
date four porn stars at a time 
without a doctor’s consent.

n Wrigley Field in Chicago 
announced that it will hold a 
Movie Night in mid-October 
and show “Ferris Bueller’s Day 
Off” on the stadium’s three big 
jumbo screens. The Cubs are 
out of the playoffs, and the stadium is available. 
Movie Night has been on the schedule since 
April.

n The Justice Department was cited by a U.S. 
auditor for spending $4 million on snacks and 

pastries at 10 DOJ conferences in one year. It’s 
expected. They’ve been going around the country 
confiscating medical marijuana, and the pastry 
bill just followed them.

n Michael Jackson’s doctor’s trial in L.A. will be 
televised. The public demanded it. If you miss 
details of how much Valium, how much Demerol, 
and how much Propofol he mixed for a good 
night’s sleep, the recipe will be posted on the 
Food Network’s website.

n Utah’s new law forces bars to build a partition 
between bartender and patron. It’s to prevent 
you from seeing your drink getting poured. Utah 
makes it so difficult to drink that more celebrities 
get sober at the Sundance Film Festival than at 
the Betty Ford Center.

Argus Hamilton is host comedian at The Comedy Store 
in Hollywood. E-mail him at Argus@ArgusHamilton.com.

Thursday numbers

Roadrunner Cash

1-7-9-13-34

Pick 3

5-7-0

Wednesday numbers

Powerball

12-47-48-52-55

Powerball: 13

Power play: 4

Hot Lotto

7-14-28-37-39

Hot ball: 17

Roadrunner Cash

4-5-6-8-24

Tuesday numbers

Mega Millions

6-29-38-50-51

Mega Ball: 39

Megaplier: 4

Lottery numbers

TODAY IN HISTORY

THE LIGHTER SIDE

TODAY IS FRIDAY, SEPT. 23, the 266th day of 
2011. There are 99 days left in the year. Autumn 
arrives at 3:04 a.m. MDT.

On this date in 1952, Sen. Richard M. Nixon, 
R-Calif., salvaged his vice presidential nomination 
by delivering the “Checkers” speech, in which he 
defended himself against allegations of improper 
campaign fundraising.

In 1779, during the Revolutionary War, the Ameri-
can warship Bon Homme Richard, commanded 
by John Paul Jones, defeated the HMS Serapis in 
battle.

In 1780, British spy John Andre was captured 
along with papers revealing Benedict Arnold’s 
plot to surrender West Point to the British.

In 1806, the Lewis and Clark expedition returned 
to St. Louis more than two years after setting out 
for the Pacific Northwest.

In 1846, Neptune was identified as a planet by 
German astronomer Johann Gottfried Galle.

In 1908, an apparent base-running error by Fred 
Merkle of the New York Giants cost his team a 
victory against the Chicago Cubs and left the 
game tied 1-1. The Cubs won a rematch and with 
it, the National League pennant.

In 1939, Sigmund Freud, the founder of psycho-
analysis, died in London at age 83.

In 1957, nine black students who had entered 
Little Rock Central High School in Arkansas 
were forced to withdraw because of a white mob 
outside.

In 1962, New York’s Philharmonic Hall, later 
renamed Avery Fisher Hall, formally opened as 
the first unit of the Lincoln Center for the Per-
forming Arts.

In 1981, the Reagan administration announced 
plans for what became known as “Radio Marti.”

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS: Actor Mickey Rooney is 
91. Actress Margaret Pellegrini (“The Wizard 
of Oz”) is 88. Singer Julio Iglesias is 68. Actor 
Paul Petersen (“The Donna Reed Show”) is 66. 
Actress-singer Mary Kay Place is 64. Rock star 
Bruce Springsteen is 62. Rock musician Leon 
Taylor (The Ventures) is 56. Actress Rosalind 
Chao is 54. Golfer Larry Mize is 53. Actor Jason 
Alexander and actress Elizabeth Pena are 52. 
Actor Chi McBride is 50. Singer Ani DiFranco is 
41. Rock singer Sarah Bettens (K’s Choice) is 39. 
Actor Kip Pardue is 35. Pop singer Erik-Michael 
Estrada (“Making the Band”) is 32. Actress 
Aubrey Dollar is 31. Tennis player Melanie Oudin 
is 20.

The Associated Press

ARGUS
HAMILTON

Numbers supplied by The Associated Press and lottery websites
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D-Belen.
Taxpayer money to pay for 

the session that started Sept. 
6 is budgeted through Mon-
day, and legislative leaders 
hope to wrap up work this 
weekend.

No redistricting bill had yet 
passed both houses and gone 
to the governor. Also still 
pending: redistricting plans 
for the state’s three seats in 
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Public Regulation 
Commission, and the Public 
Education Commission.

Lawmakers have ignored 
prominent issues among non-
redistricting bills Martinez 
asked them to work on during 
the session, including halting 
the issuance of driver’s licens-
es for illegal immigrants and 
banning promotion to fourth 
grade for students who can’t 
read proficiently.

The Senate on Thurs-
day, however, unanimously 
approved one of Martinez’s 
requests, legislation closing 
a loophole that allows out-of-
state companies to get a 5 per-
cent in-state preference when 
bidding on state contracts.

The bill, Senate Bill 1, which 
backers said would help create 
jobs, went to the House.

Headed to the full Senate for 
a vote was another item sought 
by Martinez — although with 
a reduced dollar amount — 
which the Senate Finance 
Committee endorsed Thurs-
day. The latest list of public 
works projects across the state 
totaled about $86 million.

The separate legislative 
redistricting plans passed 
the House and Senate over the 
objections of all the Republi-
cans in the two chambers.

The House bill for redistrict-
ing of its own 70 seats — which 
was also opposed by Democrat 
Sandra Jeff of Crownpoint 
— was passed 36-34 early 
Thursday.

Republicans said the legis-
lation, committee substitute 
for House Bill 39, has serious 
flaws, such as putting more 
people into districts in rapidly 
growing parts of the state than 
in districts in more slowly 
growing areas.

“We don’t believe that plan 
will stand up in court,” House 
Minority Leader Tom Taylor 
of Farmington said during a 
news conference outside the 
Capitol. 

The plan would create three 
new seats — in Rio Rancho, on 

Albuquerque’s West Side and 
in southwestern New Mexico 
— and force incumbent leg-
islators in three districts to 
run against one another for 
re-election.

Two-term Rep. Dennis Kin-
tigh, R-Roswell, said Thursday 
that he was resigned to the pos-
sibility of facing off in a 2012 
primary election against fel-
low Roswell Rep. Bob Wooley, a 
Republican who was appointed 
to his seat by the governor in 
January.

“He’s the nicest guy here,” 
Kintigh said of Wooley. “It’s 
going to be hard.”

Martinez’s spokesman, 
Scott Darnell, confirmed that 
the governor plans to veto the 
House redistricting bill.

“House and Senate Demo-
crats have spent more than 15 
days and hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars assembling 
radically partisan redistrict-
ing maps that do not reflect 
any attempt to compromise, and 
which they know will be vetoed 
by the governor,” Darnell said.

The spokesman added that 
Republicans and Democrats 
still have an opportunity to 
come up with a fair and bipar-
tisan compromise, and that 
Martinez would be “a willing 
partner in that effort.”

Hours after the Democratic 
majority’s House plan headed 
for the Senate, the House Vot-
ers and Elections Committee 
heard — and rejected — an 
alternative proposal from 
Republican leaders.

Minority Whip Donald Brat-
ton of Hobbs called it a “tem-
plate of compromise” that 
could keep redistricting out 
of court.

“We shouldn’t send it to 
court ... because we can’t put 
aside political differences to 

get to a solution,” Bratton told 
the committee.

Lawyers in the court battles 
over redistricting cost the 
state more than $3 million 
a decade ago, and this time 
around it could be three times 
that, Bratton estimated.

Democrats objected that 
the plan was too favorable to 
Republicans. 

House members, mean-
while, were still mulling over 
multiple plans for congressio-
nal redistricting, including a 
bill passed by the Senate that 
would remove Torrance Coun-
ty from the 1st District and add 
northwest Albuquerque neigh-
borhoods Ventana Ranch and 
Paradise Hills.

The House Voters and Elec-
tions Committee was also 
considering a plan from Rep. 
Joseph Cervantes, D-Las 
Cruces, that would extend the 
northern 3rd Congressional 
District deep into southeast-
ern New Mexico and turn the 
southern 2nd Congressional 
District into a Hispanic-dom-
inated district. The 1st Con-
gressional District would lose 
part of Torrance County in 
that plan but would keep the 
Estancia Valley.

The final plan, from Rep. 
Ed Sandoval, D-Albuquerque, 
would extend the 1st Dis-
trict south to include Valen-
cia County, although Isleta 
Pueblo would remain in the 
2nd District. That plan would 
increase the Democratic 
advantage in the 1st District 
significantly, but keep the 2nd 
District strongly Republican 
and the 3rd District strongly 
Democratic.

Journal staff writer Sean Olson 
contributed to this report.

He said he is sometimes 
sent home early when there 
is no work.

The family has been liv-
ing in the home for about 
10 years, just outside of 
town, right next to a Catho-
lic church. They have sev-
eral animals — goats, dogs, 
chickens, horses, geese and 
rabbits. Franco said they are 
mostly pets, but some could 
end up as meals.

Deserae, Franco’s daugh-
ter, and Alberto, 19, live in 
the home and are the parents 
of a baby. Alberto gets odd 
jobs when he can, including 
for a woman who cares for 
animals and donates food for 
the Francos’ animals.

The family recently lost 
one of their two cars when 
thieves broke into it and 
stole the starter, alternator 
and radiator.

Along with the increase in 
the poverty rate, the state’s 
median income declined for 
the second year in a row, 
dropping from $43,028 in 2009 
to $42,090 in 2010.

New Mexico’s income gap 
was about equal with that 
of the country as a whole, 
with the top fifth of earners, 
with an average income of 
$143,323, making nearly 15 
times as much as the bottom 
fifth, who made an average 

of $9,619. Those in the top 
fifth earned almost half of 
all income in the state.

The number of people with-
out health insurance was 
essentially unchanged at 19.6 
percent, although the num-
ber of people getting public 
health insurance rose from 
34.9 percent in 2009 to 36.2 
percent in 2010.

The annual unemployment 
rate rose from 9 percent in 
2009 to 9.5 percent in 2010, 
according to the survey.

Gerry Bradley, research 
director of New Mexico 
Voices for Children, said 
New Mexico’s poor econom-
ic showing is, like the rest 

of the country’s, due to the 
recession.

“We had a recession that 
was, at first, largely driven 
by the loss of construction 
industry employment. It’s 
just very hard to pull out of,” 
Bradley said.

Judging from the data 
that are showing how the 
recession has affected the 
economy, he said, it doesn’t 
look like things will improve 
greatly in the next year.

“But things will probably 
not get much worse,” Bradley 
said.

Mississippi had the highest 
poverty rate in the nation.

N.M. 2nd-Poorest State
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A trailer home in the Meadow Lake area of Valencia County. 
New census survey information shows that 413,851 people 
in the state were living below the poverty threshold, which is 
defined as $22,314 for a family of four.

PAT VASQUEZ-CUNNINGHAM/JOURNAL

Alberto Sanchez, 19, holds his 15-month-old daughter, Marisol Franco, at the family home 
that they share with six others at Meadow Lake in Valencia County. New census data show 
that the number of New Mexicans living in poverty rose to more than 20 percent in 2010.
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House Minority Leader Tom Taylor, R-Farmington, and other House 
Republicans held a news conference outside the Roundhouse on 
Thursday to complain about the Democrats’ redistricting bill.
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