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By Yolanda Deines
Secretary, Children, Youth and 
Families Department

New Mexicans have seen the 
Children, Youth and Families 
Department in the news quite 
a bit. Much of it has been good 
news about the work we are 
doing to keep children safe, 
like our #SAFE initiative, the 
progress of our juvenile justice 
Cambiar model, and our new 
health and fitness program for 
incarcerated girls.

We have also been very 
public and outspoken about 
i nst a nces where CY F D 
employees are not working in 
the best interest of CYFD and 
the people we serve. 

We are and will continue to 
discipline employees up to and 
including termination when 
their actions, on or off duty, 
violate the law or our own 
CYFD code of conduct. The 
only delay in firing wayward 
employees comes from state 
personnel policies and state 
and federal statutes and laws 
that we do not control. 

We will use every tool avail-
able to us to clear our ranks of 
employees who do not deserve 
to work with kids or families. 
We are grateful to the State 
Personnel Office for the work 
they are doing on the policies 
that impact our ability to deal 
with inappropriate employees 
in a quicker and more fiscally 
efficient manner.

The majority of CYFD staff 
works hard to keep kids safe 
and protect our community. 
These employees have a pas-
sion for children and are pil-
lars in our communities. I am 
proud of our CYFD staff and 
am honored to work side-by-
side with them.

But like any large organiza-
tion, there are sometimes seri-
ous employment challenges, 
and New Mexicans see these 
challenges played out on the 
front page of the Albuquerque 
Journal and on our nightly 
newscasts.

And there is a reason for 
this: In this new administra-
tion CYFD is holding all staff 
to higher standards. Those 

employees who are unable to 
uphold this standard will be 
dealt with appropriately. We 
will not compromise this stan-
dard, and we will be account-
able and transparent to the 
people of New Mexico.

My message to CYFD staff 
is that you are supported and 
appreciated in this admin-
istration. We know that you 
do a difficult job in difficult 
circumstances with limited 
resources, and you have our 
gratitude and support. We 
know that most of you are 
ethical and hardworking, 
with a passion for helping kids 
and families. Employees who 
don’t share that passion, and 
who are not ethical and law-
abiding, don’t belong at CYFD. 
We will find them, and we will 
rid our agency of them.

 To New Mexico taxpayers 
and all of our community 
stake-holders, I want to assure 
you that you can have full con-
fidence in the Children, Youth 
and Families Department and 
the work our people do every 
day in our communities.

We are taking strong action 
to improve our processes in 
this department and to ensure 
that we earn and keep the pub-
lic trust. When we do this, it 
is much easier to spotlight 
employees who are not act-
ing in the best interests of the 
people we serve. When we find 
cases like this, we will always 
take swift action.

Our number one priority is 
and always will be to keep kids 
safe and honor the commit-
ment we have with New Mexi-
cans to do our job effectively, 
honorably and ethically.

By Jan Hayes
Founder, Sandia Mountain 
BearWatch

Last summer, Sand ia 
Mountain residents thought 
it couldn’t get much worse for 
our bears after New Mexico 
Game and Fish officers killed 
10 bears and relocated five 
bears to other mountain rang-
es, with three bears killed by 
cars. The grand total came 
to 18 dead or relocated bears, 
or more than one-third of the 
estimated 50 living in the San-
dia Mountains.

Along with the ongoing 
drought, the eastern slopes of 
the Sandias also experienced 
a frigid winter with a May 
freeze that killed all fruit-
ing blossoms, including oak 
blossoms that produce acorns 
that are the mainstay food 
for bears. The sunny western 
slope of the Sandias fared bet-
ter, with adequate bear forage.

Irresponsible homeowners 
who feed and habituate bears 

with their garbage and bird 
seed continue to call Game and 
Fish to kill and or remove the 
“problem” bears they’ve creat-
ed. These requests have played 
into Game and Fish’s apparent 
desire to eliminate this small 
Sandia bear population. Along 
with Mother Nature, these 
actions have produced a “per-
fect storm” for our remaining 
bears.  

This means that residents 
living on or near the western 
slopes of the Sandias will be 
seeing the bulk of the Sandia 
bear population coming down 
to forage in coming months. 
We ask these residents to be 
tolerant and allow these ani-
mals to feed peacefully with-
out intervention. Otherwise, 
many of these bears will 
starve, be destroyed or be 
trapped and relocated to other 
mountain ranges for waiting 
hunters.

The Sandias are a micro-
cosm of what is happening 
statewide. Game and Fish 

keeps saying there are too 
many bears, when in reality, 
we are seeing a food shortage 
due to the ongoing drought 
along with this year’s late cold 
snap that occurred in many 

parts of the state. We’ve also 
had several of the largest for-
est fires in our state’s history. 

So far this summer, Game 
and Fish has killed approxi-
mately 168 bears statewide. 

The upcoming draconian hunt 
is designed to kill 686 bears 
per year from 2011-2014, or a 
total of 2,744 bears out of an 
uncounted bear population. 
Game and Fish has also set 
a high annual female hunt 
limit of 303 sows to be killed 
each year. These numbers are 
double from just two years 
ago. The depredation kills by 
Game and Fish or homeown-
ers count against the total 
number of bears available for 
the hunt.

When bear hunters are 
allowed to kill too many 
females, they also kill the 
future.

Game and Fish wasn’t 
always like this. Unfortu-
nately, what started mid-term 
under Gov. Bill Richardson 
continues unabated, and is 
even worse under Gov. Susana 
Martinez. 

Reasonable bear biology 
tells us that our main concern 
should be the destruction of 
female bears. One male bear 

can impregnate many female 
bears. Many of the female 
bears that manage to survive 
this years’ upcoming bear 
hunt and poor forage will 
not be producing or success-
fully raising cubs, perhaps for 
years. This year, cub attrition 
will definitely be higher due to 
abandonment, starvation and 
predation. 

Many old, young and weak 
bears will have a hard time 
making it this year. The stron-
ger producing bears will have 
to survive the gauntlet of some 
5,000 plus hunters who will 
have purchased bear licenses.

I wish I could say that san-
ity will prevail when after a 
couple of years hunters will 
no longer find any bears to kill. 
But we are dealing with Game 
and Fish politics and money. 
Until there are major changes 
in that “hook and bullet orga-
nization,” New Mexico’s state 
mammal will be facing a bleak 
future.
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Because of this year’s drought and a late freeze, black bears 
on the eastern slopes of the Sandias are having a difficult 
time finding food, which increases their contact with humans.

State Animal of N.M. Facing a Dismal Future

Health 
Care Act 
Will Help
Economy

CYFD Priority 
Will Always Be 
Safety of Kids

By Heather Wilson
Candidate for U.S. Senate

Over the last few years, as 
the dominant party in power 
in Washington, Democrats 
have racked up a dismal record 
on job creation and spend-
ing. It’s something they don’t 
want to talk about with New 
Mexicans, which is probably 
why only one of New Mexico’s 
four Democrats in Congress 
is willing to face the public 
and answer tough questions 
at town hall meetings.

Former U.S. Rep. Manuel 
Lujan established a standard 
for constituent service and 
accessibility that former Rep. 
Steve Schiff and I continued 
for 40 years. Our represen-
tatives in Washington work 
for us. Whether we agree or 

disagree with what they’re 
doing, we deserve to be heard 
and they have an obligation to 
listen. 

Rep. Mar t in Heinrich 
recently stated that he had no 
time for town hall meetings 
and no time to take questions 
from his constituents.

The excuse is new, but the 
absence isn’t. Heinrich host-
ed only one town hall in the 
summer of 2009 before vot-
ing in favor of the health care 
bill that increases taxes, cuts 
Medicare and unconstitution-
ally expands federal govern-
ment power. 

Martin did have enough 
time to write an opinion piece 
for the Journal defending the 
job Washington Democrats 
are doing on job creation. It’s 
not an easy record to defend. 

Since President Obama 
was sworn in, the number 
of unemployed Americans 
has increased by 1.9 million. 
And what has been the Demo-
crats’ answer to this crisis? 
Spend more money. So much 
more that the federal debt has 
increased by $4 trillion dur-
ing this same period. That’s 
$46,754 in increased debt per 
American in just two years.

While every family in Amer-
ica has been cutting back and 
businesses have had to let 
loyal, longtime employees go, 
Heinrich supported a federal 
government spending spree — 
a 24 percent increase in federal 
spending in just two years.

The much-touted “stimulus” 
plan, which Heinrich enthusi-
astically supported, has been 
a failure with an $831 billion 

price tag. Democrats predicted 
that the stimulus would keep 
unemployment below 8 per-
cent. Instead, it has stayed 
above 8 percent for 30 straight 
months, the longest stretch of 
joblessness at this level since 
the Great Depression. 

The stimulus was a bad idea, 
and here’s why: It mostly went 
to keeping government work-
ers employed at the expense of 
private sector job growth.

Government cannot create 
wealth; it can create the con-
ditions for small businesses 
and entrepreneurs to invest 
and create jobs. That means 
pro-growth tax policies, and 
fair, predictable regulations. 

Obama and the Democrat-
ic majority, of which Hein-
rich was a part, levied a new 
health care mandate on every 

business and citizen starting 
in 2014, which discourages 
companies from hiring and 
may bankrupt one in five 
hospitals. They pursued an 
ambitious regulatory agenda 
that creates uncertainty and 
stifles everything from oil and 
gas exploration to Boeing’s 
expansion in South Carolina. 
They vilify free enterprise and 
wonder why our economy is 
sputtering.

Heinrich says that Repub-
licans in the Congress do not 
have a jobs agenda. He’s just 
wrong. This year alone, scores 
of different pro-growth job cre-
ating bills have been passed by 
the House. They range from 
legislation to reduce the regu-
latory burden on small busi-
nesses so they can create more 
jobs, to reforming the tax code 

in order to encourage job cre-
ation, and increasing domestic 
energy production in order to 
create jobs and wean us off 
foreign oil. But what do they 
all have in common? The Sen-
ate, controlled by Harry Reid, 
refuses to consider a single 
one of them. 

I don’t agree with the big-
government, heavy-regulato-
ry approach of Heinrich. But 
I am one of his constituents, 
and the people of the First 
District deserve a chance to 
ask him questions, and hear 
directly about what he’s doing 
and why he’s doing it. Until he 
stops hiding, we’ll have to let 
his record speak for itself.

Heather Wilson was a U.S. 
representative for New Mexico 
District 1.

Heinrich Doing No One Any Favors by Hiding From Reality

By Bill Jordan
Policy Director, New Mexico Voices for 
Children

The Journal’s Aug. 14 editorial 
claimed once again that Medicaid 
is “Fiscally Unsustainable,” largely 
because the Affordable Care Act is 
going to add between 130,000 and 
175,000 people to the program after 
2014.  

New Mexico Voices for Children 
just published a report showing that 
the Affordable Care Act is going to 
inject billions of federal dollars into 
our state’s struggling economy. And 
it will do so by helping provide health 
insurance for more than 300,000 New 
Mexicans who are now uninsured 
and currently have to get their health 
care in emergency rooms — which 
raises taxes and insurance premiums 
for all of us.

NM Voices’ analysis shows that this 
federal funding under the ACA will 
create 38,000 to 47,000 jobs (almost 
all of them in private industry) and 
between $16 billion and $21 billion in 
economic activity over the next sev-
eral years starting in 2014. Add this 
to the 58,000 jobs Medicaid already 
supports, and you do have a powerful 
economic driver for the entire state.

Using the Human Services Depart-
ment’s own projections for future 
enrollment, our study clearly shows 
that the new state and local tax rev-
enue created by all of these new jobs 
and economic activity will more 
than pay for all of the new spending 
required by the state to add folks to 
Medicaid.

Covering so many more people with 
health insurance will have tremen-
dous benefits. New Mexico has a very 
high rate of residents without insur-
ance, and that means we also have a 
great deal of uncompensated medical 
costs. Much of this cost is shifted to 
those who do have private insurance 
— adding $2,300 to the average New 
Mexico family’s health insurance 
premium every year. 

Our high rate of uninsured is an 
effective economic development disin-
centive for the Land of Enchantment. 
Who is going to want to create high-

wage 
jobs here 
knowing that 
their health insur-
ance costs will be 
on an unsustainable 
upward trajectory? 
The Affordable Care 
Act is the only thing 
on the horizon that 
will help with this, 
by getting most New 
Mexicans insured 
so their health care 
costs aren’t passed 
along to those busi-
nesses that do provide 
health insurance.

Medicaid isn’t 
“growing” its client 
base exponentially, as 
the editorial claims. 
The recession is 
what’s growing Med-
icaid. Because access 
to health care in this 
country is based on 
one’s employment, 
access is lost when jobs 
are lost. 

The Human Services 
Department estimates that, 
over the next eight years, the costs of 
the existing Medicaid program will 
grow by about 20 percent. That is only 
3 percent per year, which is far lower 
than the expected growth rate of 
private insurance. It’s a good bet that 
all New Mexico employers would be 
happy to swap that growth rate with 
the kind of premium increases they 
have been facing the last few years.

As the editorial correctly states, 
Medicaid covers one in four New 
Mexicans. What the editorial doesn’t 
mention is that the vast majority 
of those beneficiaries are children. 
(And they are the only ones who are 
covered up to 235 percent of the pov-
erty line, which is still a pretty mod-
est level of income for a family.) Most 

of the rest are low-income elderly who 
need nursing home care (which is not 
covered under Medicare) and people 
with disabilities. If those are not soci-
ety’s “most vulnerable,” then who is?

Like any other large and important 
program, Medicaid is not without 
its problems and does need improve-
ment. But we all should be grateful 
that the Affordable Care Act is going 
to insure so many more New Mexi-
cans and benefit our economy at the 
same time.

New Mexico Voices for Children is a progressive, 
nonpartisan child advocacy agency. Its fiscal 
policy work is funded through the Center for 
Budget and Policy Priorities’ State Fiscal 
Analysis Initiative.

We are taking strong 
action to improve 
our processes in this 
department and to ensure 
that we earn and keep 
the public trust. 
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New Mexicans have seen the 
Children, Youth and Families 
Department in the news quite 
a bit. Much of it has been good 
news about the work we are 
doing to keep children safe, 
like our #SAFE initiative, the 
progress of our juvenile justice 
Cambiar model, and our new 
health and fitness program for 
incarcerated girls.

We have also been very 
public and outspoken about 
i nstances where CY F D 
employees are not working in 
the best interest of CYFD and 
the people we serve. 

We are and will continue to 
discipline employees up to and 
including termination when 
their actions, on or off duty, 
violate the law or our own 
CYFD code of conduct. The 
only delay in firing wayward 
employees comes from state 
personnel policies and state 
and federal statutes and laws 
that we do not control. 

We will use every tool avail-
able to us to clear our ranks of 
employees who do not deserve 
to work with kids or families. 
We are grateful to the State 
Personnel Office for the work 
they are doing on the policies 
that impact our ability to deal 
with inappropriate employees 
in a quicker and more fiscally 
efficient manner.

The majority of CYFD staff 
works hard to keep kids safe 
and protect our community. 
These employees have a pas-
sion for children and are pil-
lars in our communities. I am 
proud of our CYFD staff and 
am honored to work side-by-
side with them.

But like any large organiza-
tion, there are sometimes seri-
ous employment challenges, 
and New Mexicans see these 
challenges played out on the 
front page of the Albuquerque 
Journal and on our nightly 
newscasts.

And there is a reason for 
this: In this new administra-
tion CYFD is holding all staff 
to higher standards. Those 

employees who are unable to 
uphold this standard will be 
dealt with appropriately. We 
will not compromise this stan-
dard, and we will be account-
able and transparent to the 
people of New Mexico.

My message to CYFD staff 
is that you are supported and 
appreciated in this admin-
istration. We know that you 
do a difficult job in difficult 
circumstances with limited 
resources, and you have our 
gratitude and support. We 
know that most of you are 
ethical and hardworking, 
with a passion for helping kids 
and families. Employees who 
don’t share that passion, and 
who are not ethical and law-
abiding, don’t belong at CYFD. 
We will find them, and we will 
rid our agency of them.

 To New Mexico taxpayers 
and all of our community 
stake-holders, I want to assure 
you that you can have full con-
fidence in the Children, Youth 
and Families Department and 
the work our people do every 
day in our communities.

We are taking strong action 
to improve our processes in 
this department and to ensure 
that we earn and keep the pub-
lic trust. When we do this, it 
is much easier to spotlight 
employees who are not act-
ing in the best interests of the 
people we serve. When we find 
cases like this, we will always 
take swift action.

Our number one priority is 
and always will be to keep kids 
safe and honor the commit-
ment we have with New Mexi-
cans to do our job effectively, 
honorably and ethically.

By Jan Hayes
Founder, Sandia Mountain 
BearWatch

Last summer, Sand ia 
Mountain residents thought 
it couldn’t get much worse for 
our bears after New Mexico 
Game and Fish officers killed 
10 bears and relocated five 
bears to other mountain rang-
es, with three bears killed by 
cars. The grand total came 
to 18 dead or relocated bears, 
or more than one-third of the 
estimated 50 living in the San-
dia Mountains.

Along with the ongoing 
drought, the eastern slopes of 
the Sandias also experienced 
a frigid winter with a May 
freeze that killed all fruit-
ing blossoms, including oak 
blossoms that produce acorns 
that are the mainstay food 
for bears. The sunny western 
slope of the Sandias fared bet-
ter, with adequate bear forage.

Irresponsible homeowners 
who feed and habituate bears 

with their garbage and bird 
seed continue to call Game and 
Fish to kill and or remove the 
“problem” bears they’ve creat-
ed. These requests have played 
into Game and Fish’s apparent 
desire to eliminate this small 
Sandia bear population. Along 
with Mother Nature, these 
actions have produced a “per-
fect storm” for our remaining 
bears.  

This means that residents 
living on or near the western 
slopes of the Sandias will be 
seeing the bulk of the Sandia 
bear population coming down 
to forage in coming months. 
We ask these residents to be 
tolerant and allow these ani-
mals to feed peacefully with-
out intervention. Otherwise, 
many of these bears will 
starve, be destroyed or be 
trapped and relocated to other 
mountain ranges for waiting 
hunters.

The Sandias are a micro-
cosm of what is happening 
statewide. Game and Fish 

keeps saying there are too 
many bears, when in reality, 
we are seeing a food shortage 
due to the ongoing drought 
along with this year’s late cold 
snap that occurred in many 

parts of the state. We’ve also 
had several of the largest for-
est fires in our state’s history. 

So far this summer, Game 
and Fish has killed approxi-
mately 168 bears statewide. 

The upcoming draconian hunt 
is designed to kill 686 bears 
per year from 2011-2014, or a 
total of 2,744 bears out of an 
uncounted bear population. 
Game and Fish has also set 
a high annual female hunt 
limit of 303 sows to be killed 
each year. These numbers are 
double from just two years 
ago. The depredation kills by 
Game and Fish or homeown-
ers count against the total 
number of bears available for 
the hunt.

When bear hunters are 
allowed to kill too many 
females, they also kill the 
future.

Game and Fish wasn’t 
always like this. Unfortu-
nately, what started mid-term 
under Gov. Bill Richardson 
continues unabated, and is 
even worse under Gov. Susana 
Martinez. 

Reasonable bear biology 
tells us that our main concern 
should be the destruction of 
female bears. One male bear 

can impregnate many female 
bears. Many of the female 
bears that manage to survive 
this years’ upcoming bear 
hunt and poor forage will 
not be producing or success-
fully raising cubs, perhaps for 
years. This year, cub attrition 
will definitely be higher due to 
abandonment, starvation and 
predation. 

Many old, young and weak 
bears will have a hard time 
making it this year. The stron-
ger producing bears will have 
to survive the gauntlet of some 
5,000 plus hunters who will 
have purchased bear licenses.

I wish I could say that san-
ity will prevail when after a 
couple of years hunters will 
no longer find any bears to kill. 
But we are dealing with Game 
and Fish politics and money. 
Until there are major changes 
in that “hook and bullet orga-
nization,” New Mexico’s state 
mammal will be facing a bleak 
future.
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COURTESY N.M. GAME AND FISH

Because of this year’s drought and a late freeze, black bears 
on the eastern slopes of the Sandias are having a difficult 
time finding food, which increases their contact with humans.

State Animal of N.M. Facing a Dismal Future

Health 
Care Act 
Will Help
Economy

CYFD Priority 
Will Always Be 
Safety of Kids

By Heather Wilson
Candidate for U.S. Senate

Over the last few years, as 
the dominant party in power 
in Washington, Democrats 
have racked up a dismal record 
on job creation and spend-
ing. It’s something they don’t 
want to talk about with New 
Mexicans, which is probably 
why only one of New Mexico’s 
four Democrats in Congress 
is willing to face the public 
and answer tough questions 
at town hall meetings.

Former U.S. Rep. Manuel 
Lujan established a standard 
for constituent service and 
accessibility that former Rep. 
Steve Schiff and I continued 
for 40 years. Our represen-
tatives in Washington work 
for us. Whether we agree or 

disagree with what they’re 
doing, we deserve to be heard 
and they have an obligation to 
listen. 

Rep. Mart in Heinrich 
recently stated that he had no 
time for town hall meetings 
and no time to take questions 
from his constituents.

The excuse is new, but the 
absence isn’t. Heinrich host-
ed only one town hall in the 
summer of 2009 before vot-
ing in favor of the health care 
bill that increases taxes, cuts 
Medicare and unconstitution-
ally expands federal govern-
ment power. 

Martin did have enough 
time to write an opinion piece 
for the Journal defending the 
job Washington Democrats 
are doing on job creation. It’s 
not an easy record to defend. 

Since President Obama 
was sworn in, the number 
of unemployed Americans 
has increased by 1.9 million. 
And what has been the Demo-
crats’ answer to this crisis? 
Spend more money. So much 
more that the federal debt has 
increased by $4 trillion dur-
ing this same period. That’s 
$46,754 in increased debt per 
American in just two years.

While every family in Amer-
ica has been cutting back and 
businesses have had to let 
loyal, longtime employees go, 
Heinrich supported a federal 
government spending spree — 
a 24 percent increase in federal 
spending in just two years.

The much-touted “stimulus” 
plan, which Heinrich enthusi-
astically supported, has been 
a failure with an $831 billion 

price tag. Democrats predicted 
that the stimulus would keep 
unemployment below 8 per-
cent. Instead, it has stayed 
above 8 percent for 30 straight 
months, the longest stretch of 
joblessness at this level since 
the Great Depression. 

The stimulus was a bad idea, 
and here’s why: It mostly went 
to keeping government work-
ers employed at the expense of 
private sector job growth.

Government cannot create 
wealth; it can create the con-
ditions for small businesses 
and entrepreneurs to invest 
and create jobs. That means 
pro-growth tax policies, and 
fair, predictable regulations. 

Obama and the Democrat-
ic majority, of which Hein-
rich was a part, levied a new 
health care mandate on every 

business and citizen starting 
in 2014, which discourages 
companies from hiring and 
may bankrupt one in five 
hospitals. They pursued an 
ambitious regulatory agenda 
that creates uncertainty and 
stifles everything from oil and 
gas exploration to Boeing’s 
expansion in South Carolina. 
They vilify free enterprise and 
wonder why our economy is 
sputtering.

Heinrich says that Repub-
licans in the Congress do not 
have a jobs agenda. He’s just 
wrong. This year alone, scores 
of different pro-growth job cre-
ating bills have been passed by 
the House. They range from 
legislation to reduce the regu-
latory burden on small busi-
nesses so they can create more 
jobs, to reforming the tax code 

in order to encourage job cre-
ation, and increasing domestic 
energy production in order to 
create jobs and wean us off 
foreign oil. But what do they 
all have in common? The Sen-
ate, controlled by Harry Reid, 
refuses to consider a single 
one of them. 

I don’t agree with the big-
government, heavy-regulato-
ry approach of Heinrich. But 
I am one of his constituents, 
and the people of the First 
District deserve a chance to 
ask him questions, and hear 
directly about what he’s doing 
and why he’s doing it. Until he 
stops hiding, we’ll have to let 
his record speak for itself.

Heather Wilson was a U.S. 
representative for New Mexico 
District 1.

Heinrich Doing No One Any Favors by Hiding From Reality

By Bill Jordan
Policy Director, New Mexico Voices for 
Children

The Journal’s Aug. 14 editorial 
claimed once again that Medicaid 
is “Fiscally Unsustainable,” largely 
because the Affordable Care Act is 
going to add between 130,000 and 
175,000 people to the program after 
2014.  

New Mexico Voices for Children 
just published a report showing that 
the Affordable Care Act is going to 
inject billions of federal dollars into 
our state’s struggling economy. And 
it will do so by helping provide health 
insurance for more than 300,000 New 
Mexicans who are now uninsured 
and currently have to get their health 
care in emergency rooms — which 
raises taxes and insurance premiums 
for all of us.

NM Voices’ analysis shows that this 
federal funding under the ACA will 
create 38,000 to 47,000 jobs (almost 
all of them in private industry) and 
between $16 billion and $21 billion in 
economic activity over the next sev-
eral years starting in 2014. Add this 
to the 58,000 jobs Medicaid already 
supports, and you do have a powerful 
economic driver for the entire state.

Using the Human Services Depart-
ment’s own projections for future 
enrollment, our study clearly shows 
that the new state and local tax rev-
enue created by all of these new jobs 
and economic activity will more 
than pay for all of the new spending 
required by the state to add folks to 
Medicaid.

Covering so many more people with 
health insurance will have tremen-
dous benefits. New Mexico has a very 
high rate of residents without insur-
ance, and that means we also have a 
great deal of uncompensated medical 
costs. Much of this cost is shifted to 
those who do have private insurance 
— adding $2,300 to the average New 
Mexico family’s health insurance 
premium every year. 

Our high rate of uninsured is an 
effective economic development disin-
centive for the Land of Enchantment. 
Who is going to want to create high-

wage 
jobs here 
knowing that 
their health insur-
ance costs will be 
on an unsustainable 
upward trajectory? 
The Affordable Care 
Act is the only thing 
on the horizon that 
will help with this, 
by getting most New 
Mexicans insured 
so their health care 
costs aren’t passed 
along to those busi-
nesses that do provide 
health insurance.

Medicaid isn’t 
“growing” its client 
base exponentially, as 
the editorial claims. 
The recession is 
what’s growing Med-
icaid. Because access 
to health care in this 
country is based on 
one’s employment, 
access is lost when jobs 
are lost. 

The Human Services 
Department estimates that, 
over the next eight years, the costs of 
the existing Medicaid program will 
grow by about 20 percent. That is only 
3 percent per year, which is far lower 
than the expected growth rate of 
private insurance. It’s a good bet that 
all New Mexico employers would be 
happy to swap that growth rate with 
the kind of premium increases they 
have been facing the last few years.

As the editorial correctly states, 
Medicaid covers one in four New 
Mexicans. What the editorial doesn’t 
mention is that the vast majority 
of those beneficiaries are children. 
(And they are the only ones who are 
covered up to 235 percent of the pov-
erty line, which is still a pretty mod-
est level of income for a family.) Most 

of the rest are low-income elderly who 
need nursing home care (which is not 
covered under Medicare) and people 
with disabilities. If those are not soci-
ety’s “most vulnerable,” then who is?

Like any other large and important 
program, Medicaid is not without 
its problems and does need improve-
ment. But we all should be grateful 
that the Affordable Care Act is going 
to insure so many more New Mexi-
cans and benefit our economy at the 
same time.

New Mexico Voices for Children is a progressive, 
nonpartisan child advocacy agency. Its fiscal 
policy work is funded through the Center for 
Budget and Policy Priorities’ State Fiscal 
Analysis Initiative.

We are taking strong 
action to improve 
our processes in this 
department and to ensure 
that we earn and keep 
the public trust. 


