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.Amewstudy raleased by Ue lrnmigrstion
PoH~yCelilter wilill set straight anyene who
imagines that i'llegal iml1il1igranitsside step
tax day. An estimated 50'peroent orr iHegal
immigrantsparticipete in that singulalrlly
frustrating task eae h year, according to
research compiled by the center.

ln addition ito,state ana federa I income
taxes" ~lleg.al~rmm~gmmtspay gF~:S:Sreceipts
prnperty taxes-bQlth di rectlly, as hQlITIe buy·
ers, and imairectlly, es renters.

Although the study doesn't provide, data
on ths estimated cost off services provided to
New Mexko's, megall immigrants Ollef the same
period, ithe,Council off ECQlrnQlmicMvise:~s'
2005 Annual Repmt of the Presiaent, whd
it cites, offers seme insi ght. The va Ius ef ssr-
vices IPr~videdto new immigrants ":slightlly"
exceeds the t<lXHSt~ey pay but, in subsequent
years, immigrants pay ITIQlFethan t~e selVi~es
they use are \!\I1)rt~l,t he report states,

Gerry Bwdley, research director of New
Me)lic~ Vo~ce:sio~ G~\illdren,:saysbecause so
lTIany illegal lmmigrants pay taxes using
fake Seeial SecwlrittynUITIbers, they m iss out
on feceiv~n.gtax refunds, IlIeg.aI imm igrants
can: apply tor individual tax identificationl
numbers but are often altaid to, LaZa r
.says.S~e adds t!hat illegal im m~grallt.s also
are Iwnab!lettn cas~l ~non tile, S~dall Secmiiy
bene:fits illito wh ich they p.aid.

"immig:ramts, ~istoricailly, have put mudn
IIIOfemoney inltoUe sys.termUan they have
taken out," ILaZm says. "I think that's wh.ere
the concern: cormes~nthat the comtlributioms
of ~rrnmigmmtsa ren't be~ng ret~gn i~ea...
we need to Irecognize, the pO,s.llt~veeo~noml[c
oontribut ionsthat i IIImigrant com III unities
are m.a~ing."

According t~ Ine:gear~hpublished omlthe
Harva~cl Lat~llo Law Rev~ewwebsite, 5=W
pe:rtemt of the, tax re:turns tille,iedemll govern·
IIIemt rece~ve,s.each yealr earty m~srmatchea
narmes and S~c~alSecurity numbers Ulat
requ·ire e'xha a:dministrative wo:rktID process.
LaZalr says this iss!Ue,~s,a symlPtom ,oitlhe
brokem~ITIm~grattiOIllsystem.

"Th is points to t he fact t!hat we Imeed
to,l~o@~to Ue etonolllic comtr~fuwt[onorr
imlrm~gmlntsw~\elilwe ma~e policy deci:s~~n.s,"
LaZalr says. (Wren Abbott}
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