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Medicaid stimulus
money gone,
program runs deficit

BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI | NMBW STAFF

Starting in 2009, New Mexico received
$3.9 billion in federal stimulus money. Of
that, $835 million was allocated to the
state’s Medicaid program, a joint federal
and state effort that provides health care to
low-income children, disabled adults and
the elderly.

New Mexico’s Medicaid program
by the numbers

Total enrollment 559,221
Children, ages 0-21 461,209
Pregnancy-related 1824
Other 90,188

Cost FY2012 $3.74 hillion

Federal gov't share $2.6 billion

State share $1.1 hillion

NM general fund budget, FY12 $5.46 billion

Source: New Mexico Human Services Department

Now that extra money is gone. But the
559,221 New Mexicans, a quarter of the
state’s population, who are on the state’s
Medicaid rolls haven’t gone away. And their
numbers are expected to grow by another
175,000 when the federal government'’s
health care reform act kicks in in 2014.

Those new recipients are expected to
add $300 million to $600 million in costs
to New Mexico’s $1.1 billion share (from
the state’s general fund) of the $3.74 bil-
lion annual program (about $2.6 billion of
which comes to N.M. from federal alloca-
tions). New Mexico’s program, which has
faced deficits for the
past two years, is still
facing a $30 million
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