
Medicaid stimulus 
money gone, 
program runs defi cit
BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI | NMBW STAFF

Starting in 2009, New Mexico received 
$3.9 billion in federal stimulus money. Of  
that, $835 million was allocated to the 
state’s Medicaid program, a joint federal 
and state effort that provides health care to 
low-income children, disabled adults and 
the elderly.

Now that extra money is gone. But the 
559,221 New Mexicans, a quarter of  the 
state’s population, who are on the state’s 
Medicaid rolls haven’t gone away. And their 
numbers are expected to grow by another 
175,000 when the federal government’s 
health care reform act kicks in in 2014.

Those new recipients are expected to 
add $300 million to $600 million in costs 
to New Mexico’s $1.1 billion share (from 
the state’s general fund) of  the $3.74 bil-
lion annual program (about $2.6 billion of  
which comes to N.M. from federal alloca-
tions). New Mexico’s program, which has 
faced defi cits for the 
past two years, is still 
facing a $30 million 
shortfall in the fi scal 
year that ends June 
30.

Like other states, 
New Mexico is strug-

BY KEVIN ROBINSON-AVILA | NMBW SENIOR REPORTER

The future of  medicine might have arrived at Alta 
Vista Regional Hospital in Las Vegas, N.M.

Albuquerque-based New Mexico Software Inc., 
which specializes in web-based medical software, 
rolled out a new system this month at Alta Vista’s 
emergency room to allow neurologists working in 
Albuquerque to diagnose and treat Las Vegas stroke 
patients without transporting them.

The system instantly turns CT scans and MRIs 
taken by local technicians into three-dimensional 
online images  that show details not otherwise avail-
able in normal scans. The neurologists use those im-
ages to make real-time assessments of  the patient’s 
condition, said New Mexico Software President and 
CEO Dick Govatski.

The system also places neurologists “directly” in 
the ER through video conferencing, allowing them 
to virtually examine patients, consult with local 
physicians and recommend treatments.

“Heretofore, we’ve put ultrasounds, X-rays and 
other images online for specialists to read remotely 
for hospitals and clinics nationwide,” Govatski said. 
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“I’ll be able to tele-treat patients as 

if  they were in my offi ce. I think this 

could be the wave of  the future.” 

Dr. William Bernstein 
Lovelace Hospital
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