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“STATE OF WORKING NEW MEXICO 2005  
TOWARDS A MORE PROSPEROUS NEW MEXICO: OBSTACLES & OPPORTUNITIES” 

 
Featuring local economist, business owner, labor leader and faith leader, plus 

national economist for national perspective on wage issues 
 

 

 
 

New National Report Shows 35% of Working Families With Children in New 
Mexico With Income Below Basic Family Budget Measurement –  

 

Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Las Cruces and Rural Areas Highlighted 
 

New State Report Says Increase in Minimum Wage,  
Wiser Investment in Education Will Increase Prosperity in New Mexico 

 
Albuquerque – Two reports released this week show the alarming breadth of poverty – despite 
work -  in New Mexico among working families.  The Basic Family Budgets report by the Economic 
Policy Institute shows that 35% of New Mexico’s working families with children are not earning 
enough to meet even a no-frills, basic family budget threshold.  
 
     (more) 
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New Mexico’s Economy Under-Performing 
 The State of Working New Mexico 2005 report by New Mexico Voices for Children finds that New 
Mexico’s economy is producing too many low-wage jobs and not enough opportunity for New 
Mexicans to work their way out of poverty and towards economic prosperity. 
 
“The fact that over one-third of our state’s population is working – even, in many cases, working 
more than full-time - and still living in poverty should be seen as an economic crisis.  Work is no 
longer a path to prosperity and a better future for our children for far too many of our working 
families”, said Gerry Bradley, Research Director for New Mexico Voices for Children.  “New 
Mexico’s economy needs to perform better.  We need a high-performance economy that produces 
higher-wage jobs that give families a real chance at prosperity”, he continued.  “Instead, we have 
an economy that is producing too many low-wage jobs”. 
        
The Basic Family Budget shows the current income needed for a family to live at a no-frills, basic 
budget threshold, giving a much more realistic picture of what is required to live above the poverty 
line than does the official federal poverty level.  The basic family budget for various family sizes is 
provided for four areas in New Mexico: Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Las Cruces and rural.   
 
The Wage Gap Across New Mexico 
The cost of living at a basic, no-frills level in Albuquerque for a two parent family with two children 
is $40,956 per year, according to the Economic Policy Institute’s Basic Family Budget Calculator.  
That translates to an hourly wage of $9.85 for each working parent.  The living wage ordinance that 
will be voted on by Albuquerque residents would raise the city’s minimum wage to $7.50.  The 
basic family budget hourly wage in Las Cruces for a two parent, two children family is $8.70 for 
each working parent, while in Santa Fe it is $10.42.   
 
The current federal minimum wage is $5.15. 
 
Local Small Business Owner Says Paying Family-Sustaining Wages A Priority 
“As a businessperson, I prioritize paying the highest wage I can offer”, said Elissa Breitbard, owner 
of Betty’s Bath and Day Spa in Albuquerque.  “It’s good for business – it builds employee loyalty 
and increases productivity.  And it helps to build prosperous communities”, she continued.  Betty’s 
Bath and Day Spa has twelve employees.   
 
 
Overcoming Obstacles to a Prosperous New Mexico: Two Policy Solutions 
“In the short-term, the single most important step we can take to expand prosperity and opportunity 
in New Mexico is to raise the minimum wage”, concluded Gerry Bradley.  He continued: “Nobody 
who works full-time should live in poverty.  In the long run, we need to continue to make smart 
investments in education to better-prepare our kids to succeed in school.  We need a greater 
investment in pre-kindergarten education, and we need to raise the salaries and wages of 
experienced, well-qualified teachers, and of the educational assistants that support teachers and 
children.  That’s how we will build the better-qualified workforce of tomorrow”. 
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