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Under-Funding Medicaid Bad Medicine for New Mexico:
Families and Doctors Speak Out

PRESS CONFERENCE

TUESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2005, 10:30 a.m.
Santa Fe - Roundhouse Room 326

Speakers include:

-Parents of medically fragile children on Medicaid
(children will be present)

-Larry Shandler, M.D., Chair, Legislative and Governmental
Affairs Committee, New Mexico Pediatric Society

-Alredo Vigil, M.D., Executive Director, Northern New
Mexico Health Centers

Santa Fe — Parents of medically fragile children and doctors gathered today to describe the many
ways that under-funding Medicaid has hurt families and health care providers, and to call for full
funding of Medicaid for the coming year.

Working parents caring for their medically fragile children described the increased costs to their
household budgets of medically necessary supplies such as diapers or nutritional formula due to
Medicaid cut-backs. “I'm looking at paying $200 every month now just for the diapers that my
wheel-chair bound daughter needs — Medicaid used to pay for that”, said one working mom.
Others described the great difficulty of accessing needed health care services for their children.
Doctors described children missing immunizations and other needed health care as a result of
families being dropped off Medicaid.
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