
Census Provides Old News: We re Still Poor 

T 
his just in: We re still poor. Third 

poorest after Mississippi and, surprisingly, 

Arizona, according to the Census 

Bureau. 

The latest statistics on poverty and 

the prickly public discussions of program 

cuts still haven t surfaced seriously 

in election campaigns. Some contenders 

for the Legislature get it, but economic 

realities are lost on the top of the ballot. 

Last week we learned that the expected 

21,000 new Medicaid recipients 

will bump the state s costs by $361 million, 

just as stimulus funding is petering 

out. And just as the downturn has also 

increased the number of people needing 

food stamps and other help. 

Federal spending (Social Security, 

Medicaid, unemployment insurance, 

stimulus dollars) has been propping us 

up for some time. One of the more interesting 

facts reported recently by New 

Mexico Voices for Children is that between 

fiscal 2006 and fiscal 2011, federal 

support of the state s hospitals and 

health care as 

well as education 

rose sign 

i fi cant 1 y, 

which accommodated 

steady 

employment 
growth in both 

sectors. 

Whichmakes 

me wonder how 

every Republi- 
All S h 

can candidate 

I ve heard lately \IVrote 
can claim, 

Government By Sherry 

doesn t create Robinson 

jobs.  They 

must also have stopped counting paychecks 

at the two national laboratories, 

three Air Force bases, White Sands Missile 

Range and 22 Indian reservations. 

This is New Mexico. Government has 

been creating jobs here since farmers 

sold their first hay to Gen. Stephen 

Watts Kearney s occupying army in 

1846. 

But all good (or bad) things must end. 

Sen. Jeff Bingaman is warning that the 

stimulus spigot is turned off. Congress 

has done about what it s going to do,  he 

told the Albuquerque Journal in August. 

States, school districts and local governments 

shouldn t expect more. 

Both candidates for governor have 

said they will tame the budget without 

laying a finger on education and Medicaid 

or raising taxes. To which current 

and former legislative budget watchdogs 

roll their eyes. Neither will be able to 

keep her campaign promises, predicted 

Max Coil, former chairman of the House 

Appropriations and Finance Committee. 

The budget deficit is a result of overspending 

and mismanagement of the 

taxpayers  dollars,  Republican Susana 

Martinez has said, without mentioning 

that the governor s personal income tax 

cuts account for a big chunk of this 

spending. She wants to sell the state s jet 

and slash appointed positions, but she d 

need to sell 100 jets and banish 1,000 

appointees before she made a dent in the 

looming deficit. 

Democrat Diane Denish s proposed 

plan, discussed in previous columns, is 

more concrete but still comes up short. 

We re not likely to hear anything more 

honest from either. Politically, Martinez 

can t say she d cut Medicaid, and Denish 

can t say she d raise taxes. Of the 

two, Martinez is least prepared by experience 

or expertise for the kinds of decisions 

that lie ahead. 

We re now getting a preview of things 

to come. After elementary schools in 22 

school districts lost their school breakfast 

program, the nonprofit New Mexico 

Appleseed spoke up. Many kids who get 

a school breakfast didn t eat the night 

before; about a quarter of New Mexico s 

children don t know where their next 

meal will come from. Although studies 

show that kids who get a school breakfast 

perform and behave better than their 

unfed peers, you don t have to be a 

learned professor to know that hungry 

kids don t learn. 

The breakfast program isn t a luxury, 

argued Appleseed s Jennifer Ramo. If 

anything, she said, it should be expanded. 

Last week the governor found enough 

change in the stimulus couch to restore 

the breakfast program. For now. 

We might as well brace ourselves for 

a lot of these discussions. Faced with 

real needs of real people, political boilerplate 

and platitudes will be useless. 

Who do we choose to hurt? 
*** 

The Martinez campaign said last 

week that I misquoted their candidate. 

For the record, she didn t say she would 
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place a moratorium on ÓallÔ regulations 

enacted in the last few years. She said 

she would look at placing a moratorium 

on ÓmanyÔ regulations enacted in the 

last two years. My objections are the 

same: Many regulations are necessary 

and even supported by those who are 

regulated. Martinez needs to be more 

specific. 

' New Mexico News Services 2010 
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Economic reality missing in campaign promises 

This just in: We re still poor. 

Third poorest after Mississippi and, 

surprisingly, Arizona, according to 

the Census Bureau. 

The latest statistics on poverty 

and the prickly public discussions 

of program cuts still haven t surfaced 

seriously in election campaigns. 

Some contenders for the 

Legislature get it, but economic 

realities are lost on the top of the 

ballot. 

Last week we learned that the 

expected 21,000 new Medicaid 

recipients will bump the state s 

costs by $361 million, just as sUmulus 

funding is petering out. And 

just as the downturn has also 

increased the number of people 

needing food stamps and other 

help. 

Federal spending (Social Security, 

Medicaid, unemployment insurance, 

stimulus dollars) has been 

propping us up for some time. One 

of the more interesting facts reported 

recently by New Mexico Voices 

for Children is that between fiscal 

2006 and fiscal 2011, federal sup- 

support 

port of the state s hospitals and 

health care as well as education 

rose significantly, which accommodated 

steady employment growth 

in both sectors. 

Which makes me wonder how 

every Republican candidate I ve 

heard lately can claim, Government 

doesn t create jobs.  They 
must also have stopped counting 

paychecks at the two national laboratories, 

three Air Force bases, 

White Sands Missile Range and 22 

Indian reservations. 

This is New Mexico. Government 
has been creating jobs here since 

farmers sold their first hay to Gen. 

Stephen Watts Kearney s occupying 

army in 1846. 

But all good (or bad) things must 

end. Sen. Jeff Bingaman is warning 

that the stimulus spigot is turned 

off. Congress has done about what 

it s going to do,  he told the Albuquerque 

Journal in August. States, 

school districts and local governments 

shouldn t expect more. 

Both candidates for governor 

have said they will tame the budget 

without laying a finger on education 

and Medicaid or raising taxes. 

To which current and former legislative 

budget watchdogs roll their 

eyes. Neither will be able to keep 

her campaign promises, predicted 

Max Coll, former chairman of the 

House Appropriations and Finance 

Committee. 

The budget deficit is a result of 

overspending and mismanagement 
of the taxpayers  dollars,  Republican 

Susana Martinez has said, 

without mentioning that the governor s 

personal income tax cuts 

account for a big chunk of this 

spending. She wants to sell the 

state s jet and slash appointed 

positions, but she d need to sell 

100 jets and banish 1,000 

appointees before she made a dent 

in the looming deficit. 

Democrat Diane Denish s proposed 

pian, discussed in previous 

columns, is more concrete but still 

comes up short. We re not likely to 

hear anything more honest from 

either. Politically, Martinez can t 

say she d cut Medicaid, and Denish 

can t say she d raise taxes. Of the 

two, Martinez is least prepared by 

experience or expertise for the 

kinds of decisions that lie ahead. 

We re now getting a preview of 

things to come. After elementary 

schools in 22 school districts lost 

their school breakfast program, the 

nonprofit New Mexico Appleseed 

spoke up. Many kids who get a 

school breakfast didn t eat the 

night before; about a quarter of 

New Mexico s children don t know 

where their next meal will come 

from. Although studies show that 

kids who get a school breakfast 

perform and behave better than 

their unfed peers, you don t have to 

be a learned professor to know that 

hungry kids don t learn. 

The breakfast program isn t a 

luxury, argued Appleseed s Jennifer 

Ramo. If anything, she said, it 

should be expanded. Last week the 

governor found enough change in 

the stimulus couch to restore the 

breakfast program. For now. 

We might as well brace ourselves 

for a lot of these discussions. Faced 

with real needs of real people, political 

boilerplate and platitudes will 

be useless. Who do we choose to 

hurt? 

The Martinez campaign said last 

week that I misquoted their candidate. 

For the record, she didn t say 

she would place a moratorium on 

all  regulations enacted in the last 

few years. She said she would look 

at placing a moratorium on many  

regulations enacted in the last two 

years. My objections are the same: 

Many regulations are necessary 

and even supported by those who 

are regulated. Martinez needs to be 

more specific. 

' New Mexico News Services 2010 
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Economic reality missing in campaigns 
This just in: We re still poor. 

Third poorest after Mississippi 

and, surprisingly, Arizona, 

according to the Census 

Bureau. 

The latest statistics on 

poverty and the prickly public 

discussions of program cuts 

still haven t surfaced seriously 

in election campaigns. Some 

contenders for the Legislature 

get it, but economic realities 

are lost on the top of the ballot. 

Last week we learned that 

the expected 21,000 new 

Medicaid recipients will bump 
the state s costs by $361 million, 

just as stimulus funding 

is petering out. And just as the 

downturn has also increased 

the number of people needing 
food stamps and other help. 

Federal spending (Social 

Security, Medicaid, unemployment 

insurance, stimulus 

dollars) has been propping us 

up for some time. One of the 

more interesting facts reported 

recently by New Mexico 

Voices for Children is that 

between fiscal 2006 and fiscal 

2011, federal support of the 

state s hospitals and health 

care as well as education rose 

significantly, which accommodated 

steady employment 

growth in both sectors. 

Which makes me wonder 

how every Republican candidate 

I ve heard lately can 

claim. Government doesn t 

create jobs.  They must also 

have stopped counting paychecks 

at the two national laboratories, 

three Air Force 

bases, White Sands Missile 

Range and 22 Indian reservations. 

This is New Mexico. 

Government has been creating 

jobs here since farmers sold 

their first hay to Gen. Stephen 

Watts Kearney s occupying 

army in 1846. 

But all good (or bad) things 

must end. Sen. Jeff Bingaman 

is warning that the stimulus 

spigot is turned off. Congress 

has done about what it s going 

to do,  he told the 

Albuquerque Journal in 

August. States, school districts 

and local governments shouldn t 

expect more. 

Both candidates for governor 

have said they will tame 

the budget without laying a 

finger on education and 

Medicaid or raising taxes. To 

which current and former legislative 

budget watchdogs roll 

their eyes. Neither will be able 

to keep her campaign promises, 

predicted Max Coil, former 

chairman of the House 

Appropriations and Finance 

Committee. 

The budget deficit is a 

result of overspending and 

mismanagement of the taxpayers  

dollars,  Republican 

Susana Martinez has said, 

without mentioning that the 

governor s personal income 

tax cuts account for a big 

chunk of this spending. She 

wants to sell the state s jet and 

slash appointed positions, but 

she d need to sell 100 jets and 

banish 1,000 appointees 

before she made a dent in the 

looming deficit. 

Democrat Diane Denish s 

proposed plan, discussed in 

previous columns, is more 

concrete but still comes up 

short. We re not likely to hear 

anything more honest from 

either. Politically, Martinez 

can t say she d cut Medicaid, 

and Denish can t say she d 

raise taxes. Of the two, 

Martinez is least prepared by 

experience or expertise for the 

kinds of decisions that lie 

ahead. 

We re now getting a preview 

of things to come. After elementary 

schools in 22 school 

districts lost their school 

breakfast program, the nonprofit 

New Mexico Appleseed 

spoke up. Many kids who get a 

school breakfast didn t eat the 

night before; about a quarter 

of New Mexico s children 

don t know where their next 

meal will come from. 

Although studies show that 

kids who get a school breakfast 

perform and behave better 

than their unfed peers, you 

don t have to be a learned professor 

to know that hungry 

kids don t learn. 

The breakfast program isn t 

a luxury, argued Appleseed s 

Jennifer Ramo. If anything, 

she said, it should be expanded. 

Last week the governor 

found enough change in the 

stimulus couch to restore the 

breakfast program. For now. 

We might as well brace ourselves 

for a lot of these discussions. 

Faced with real needs of 

real people, political boilerplate 

and platitudes will be 

useless. Who do we choose to 

hurt? 

(EDITOR S NOTE: Sherry 

Robinson s column is distributed 

by New Mexico News 
Services.) 
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