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CutsTd the

Budget Need

Careful Consideration

By ADAIR WALDENBERG

Cutting budgets is never
easy. It means sacrifices
" have to be made, and things
that people expected and
planned %I;going will not be

- government. As the projec-
“tions of state reveniues have
fallen, cur New Mexico leg-
" Aslators must cut deeper and
find ways to quickly raise
- revenues, :
The 1aglslators may be
'temptedto cut the same per-
centage across the board.

‘Although this is politically

 easier; it does not serve us
~well. It is'a cop-out. Unless
~everythizig isfunded eqnial-

1y well, growing at the same

rate, and equally important
to us, then cutting across

. tim board is not the right

answer. It will hurt most
the underfunded programs,

~ theones that facea growing
‘demand, and the ones that
are the most crucial. Is this
, what we really want? *
" The best decisions will be

.- made by thoughtful consid-

eration and analysis. The
‘best choices will protect the
moﬁtvulnerahlepepulations
who cannot sustai

- eutbacks. We need to pro- |

- tect programs which serve
! growing numbers.of people
’ and those that are the most

underfunded. These willbe

the least able to absorb the
cutbacks. The easiest cuts
are ones that just involve
postponing noncritical
capital expenditures or_
ones that affect generously

iu.;;;: A ais

“aid it 16 trus fer’our statev able. populations are our

children. Since public edu-
cation, not including high-
er education, represents 43 -
percent of the state budget,
itis unrealistic to think the
budget gap can be closed
without cutting there, even
though public education in
New Mexico is already be

underfunded. How deeply

ts are made and how
are made will have a

,trémandaus impact,
“ There are ways to help

make the cutbacks to pub-
lic education less painful.
Among the things the l:egis
lators could do:

‘@ Reduce the amount
of testing they require of

‘schools %irhile maintain-
ing enou%{x testing to meet

accountability standards.
‘wRelax maximum class

‘size restrictions,
- woive schools the ability

to use the funds from HB33

and SB9 for property and

lability insurance, utilities

andmaintename oy
'These could be temporary

changes during a time of

,financial crisis, and some

See CAREFUL on PAGE 7
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of t;hem may succeed so
we%hattheyeouldbemade
‘permanent.

Another ‘way to mini-
‘mize the magnitude of the

. Rwenummmasing

m&snres ‘also should not
be across the board. They
should be targeted based on
analysis and the value sys-
tem four society. Measures
include: = -
m;mmcometaxsurchargé

i
Tﬁege cfmld be tempo!

rary, or part of some much-

needed tax reform, New

‘Mexico Vowes for Children

estimates that a one percent

surcharge tax on filers with

income over $200,000 would

generate $80'million a year.
They estimate that a $1 per

packofc rej:tessurcharge !

ate $37 million

would ge)
‘They also have

annually.

identified several other ways

toincrease revenue,
There are many ideas out

cutbacks is to raise rev-.

there and many people who
are willingto try tomake the
best of a bad situation, Will
the special session be used
toidentify targeted cutbacks
and revenue opportunities
based on analysis, or will it
just be across the board cut-
backs and hand-wringing?
Will the legislators provide
administrators ‘in public
schools and state agencies
with the flexibility to imple-
ment the cutbacks wisely or
will they be constrained by
the 1egi§1ature S unfunded
mandates?

It is best to- a’ilow those
who are closest to the front
lines to make the difficult
choices. Those administra-
tors have few opportunities
to raise revenues; only the
legislators and governor can
implement the tax reform.

- What will our legislators
do? Will they make the tough
decisions and choices? Will
; administrators in
‘mbiic gchools

'ch\ang'ebthe emphasis fmm
educatmnal improvement

i

questions.

‘And what will next year.
bring? What will ha happen the
year after, when the federal
stimulus funds ¢ appear?
It is time for all of us to be
thoughtful, to plan, andto
reform our tax system. It is
time for our legislators to
show that they are leaders
and strategic thinkers. Our
children are watching. .
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