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Working Poor Abundant

By Sue Major Holmes
Associated Press

New Mexico has the highest percentage of low-income working families
and the greatest percentage of children living in low-income working families in
the nation, according to a new report.

Forty-six percent of New Mexico's children live in low-income working
families, according to the national report, "Still Working Hard, Still Falling
Short," released Tuesday in this state by New Mexico Voices for Children.

In New Mexico, 76 percent of low-income families work, compared with 72
percent in the U.S. as a whole. Low income is defined as 200 percent of the
poverty level. In 20006, the year on which the statistics are based, that was
$20,614 for a family of four, making the threshold $41,228.

Nationally, more than one in four working families — 42 million adults and
children — were low-income in 2000, according to the report, which used data
from the U.S. Census Bureau's 2006 American Community Survey.

Since the ranks of the working poor grew by 350,000 families during a
period of economic expansion, the numbers are likely to grow during the
current economic downturn, the report warned.

"The current economic climate means we should be doing something, we
really should be doing something," said Gerry Bradley, research director for
New Mexico Voices for Children. "Ordinarily it's a slow-motion crisis, but this
has speeded up."

New Mexico, for example, could do more to promote food stamps, which
are funded by the federal government, Bradley said. Only about 70 percent of
those eligible for food stamps receive them, he said.

Recent economic good times didn't reach the lower levels of the work force,
he said.

Per capita income in New Mexico has actually improved and the state now
ranks 43rd, Bradley said. "But when you have poverty numbers that are like
this, you realize that even though the economy of the state was doing pretty
good over last five or six years, it wasn't helping people at the bottom of the
wage scale or living standard," he said.

Neatly 37 percent of New Mexico's jobs ate in occupations that pay below
the federal poverty level for a family of four, ranking the state 48th on that
measure, behind West Virginia and Mississippi.

The report said 55 percent of low-income working families in New Mexico




have at least one parent without any education beyond high school and 34
percent have at least one parent without a high school diploma.

It also found that 48 percent of minority working families in New Mexico
are low-income.

The report was produced by the Working Poor Families Project, a national
initiative supported by the Annie E. Casey, Ford, Joyce and C.S. Mott
foundations to examine conditions of working families.

Copyright ©2008 Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten,
or redistributed.
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N.M. has large
number of low-
income families
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By SuE MaJjor HOLMES
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

ALBUQUERQUE  —
New Mexico has the highest
percentage of low-income
working families and the
greatest percentage of chil-
dren living in low-income
working families in the
nation, according to a new
report.

Forty-six percent of New
Mexico’s children live in
low-income working fami-
lies, according to the national
report, “Still Working Hard,
Still Falling Short,” released
Tuesday in this state by New
Mexico Voices for Children.

In New Mexico. 76 per-

Copyright (c)2008 Alamogordo Daily News

cent of low-income families
work. compared to 72 percent
in the United States as a
whole. Low income is
defined as 200 percent of the
poverty level. In 2006, the
year on which the statistics
are based, that was $20,614
for a family of four, making
the threshold $41,228.

Nationally, more than one
in four working families —
42 million adults and children
— were low income in 2006,
according to the report, which
used data from the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau’s 2006 American
Community Survey.

Since the ranks of the
working poor grew by
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350,000 families during a
period of economic expan-
sion, the numbers are likely
to grow during the current
economic downturn, the
report warned.

“The current economic
climate means we should be
doing something, we really
should be doing something,”
said Gerry Bradley, research
director for New Mexico
Voices for Children. “Ordi-
narily it’s a slow motion cri-
sis but this has speeded up.”

New Mexico, for exam-
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ple, could do more to pro-
mote food stamps, which are
funded by the federal govern-
ment, Bradley said. Only
about 70 percent of those eli-
gible for food stamps receive
them, he said.

Recent economic good
times didn’t reach the lower
levels of the work force, he
said.

Per capita income in New
Mexico has actually
improved and the state now
ranks 43rd, Bradley said.
“But when you have poverty

numbers that are like this,
you realize that even though
the economy of the state was
doing pretty good over the
last five or six years, it wasn’t
helping people at the bottom
of the wage scale or living
standard,” he said.

Nearly 37 percent of
New Mexico’s jobs are in
occupations that pay below
the federal poverty level for
a family of four, ranking the
state 48th on that measure,
behind West Virginia and
Mississippi.

“One thing we need to do.
and are doing, is attract better
paying jobs,” said Sharon
Kayne, a spokeswoman for
New Mexico Voices for Chil-
dren. “But we also need (o
make sure our work force has
the skill levels and the educa-
tion required for most better
paying jobs. We have to make
sure that with any economic
incentives we give out to get
companics to move here,
we're not giving out incen-
tives for minimum wage
jobs.”
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Report: State
tops low income
family categories

By Sue Major Holmes
The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE
New Mexico has the high-
est percentage of low-
mcome working families
and the greatest percentage
of children living in low-
income working families in
the nation, according to a
new report.

Forty-six percent of New
Mexico’s children live in
low-income working fami-
lies, according to the
national report, “Still
Working Hard, Still Falling
Short,” released Tuesday in
this state by New Mexico
Voices for Children.

In New Mexico, 76 per-
cent of low-income fami-
lies work, compared to 72
percent in the U.S. as a
whole.

Low income is defined
as 200 percent of the
poverty level. In 2006, the
year on which the statistics
are based, that was
$20,614 for a family of
four, making the threshold
$41,228.

Nationally, more than
one in four working fami-
liecs — 42 million adults
and children — were low
income in 2006, according
to the report, which used
data from the U.S. Census
Bureau’s 2006 American
Community Survey.

Since the ranks of the
working poor grew by
350,000 families during a
period of economic expan-
sion, the numbers are like-
ly to grow during the cur-
rent cconomic downturn,
the report warned.

“The current economic
climate means we should
be doing something, we
really should be doing
something,” said Gerry
Bradley, resecarch director
for New Mexico Voices for
Children. “Ordinarily it’s a
slow motion crisis but this
has speeded up.”

New Mexico, for exam-
ple, could do more to pro-
mote food stamps, which are
funded by the federal gov-
ernment, Bradley said. Only
about 70 percent of those
cligible for food stamps
recelve them, he said.

Recent economic good
times didn’t reach the
lower levels of the work
force, he said.

Per capita income in
New Mexico has actually
improved and the state now
ranks 43rd, Bradley said.
“But when you have pover-
ty numbers that are like
this, you realize that even
though the economy of the
state was doing pretty good
over last five or six years, it
wasn’t helping people at
the bottom of the wage

“The current
€conomic Crisis
means we really
should be doing
something,”

— Gerry Bradley
Research director

for New Mexico

Yoices for Children

scale or living standard,”
he said.

Nearly 37 percent of

New Mexico’s jobs are in
occupations that pay
below the federal poverty
level for a family of four,
ranking the state 48th on
that measure, behind
West Virginia and
Mississippi.

“One thing we need to
do, and are doing, is
altract better paying jobs,”
said Sharon Kayne, a
spokeswoman for New
Mexico Voices for
Children. “But we also
need to make sure our
work force has the skill
levels and the education
required for most better
paying jobs. We have to
make sure that with any
economic incentives we
give oul to get companies
to move here, we’re not
giving out incentives for
minimum wage jobs.”

The report said 55 per-
cent of low-income work-
ing families in New
Mexico have at least one
parent without any educa-
tion beyond high school
and 34 percent have at least
one parent without a high
school diploma.

It also found that 48 per-
cent of minority working
families in New Mexico
are low-income.

Federal and state
resources for adult educa-
tion or for skills training
programs meet only about
a tenth of the need, but
inadequate education plays
a major role in preventing
low-income workers from
improving their economic
outlook, Voices for
Children said.

Voices for Children
wants to sec higher wages
in New Mexico but also a
support system for work-
ing families — food
stamps, child care, health
insurance — “because we
know wages arc not high
enough to support a decent
standard of living even
with improvement at the
low range of the wage
scale,” Bradley said.
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State has high number of
low-income working families

AL BUQUERQUE {AP)
— New Mexico has the high-
est percentage of low-income
workme families and the
greatest percentape of children
living m low-income worlang
families in fhe nation, accomd-
ing to a new repott.

Forty-smx percent of New
Mexico's children e In
low-meome  working  fami-
lies, according to the national
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report, “Stll Working Hard,
Stll Fallmg Shert,” released
Tuesday m this state by New
Memico Voices for Children.
In New Mexico, 76 per
cent of low-income families
work:, compared to 72 percent
mthe 115 asawhole Lowm-
come is defined as 2K percent
of the poverty level. In 2006,
the vear on which the stanstics
are based, that was 520,614
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for a family of four, making
the threshold 541228

Nanonally, more than one
in four worlang families — 42
milion adults and cluldren
— weme low meome m 2000,
according to the report, which
used data from the US. Cen-
sus Burean’s 2006 American
Commmumity Survey.

Smee the ranks of the
warking por  prew by

350,000 farnilies durmg a pe-
nod of economic expansion,
the mmibers are Iikely to grow
during the cument econommc
downnmn, the report wamed.

“The cument economie
climate means we should be
dome somethme we really
should be domg something,”
said Gemry Bradley, research
director for New Mexico
Voiees for Children. “Ordinar-
iy it’s a slow mofion erisis but
this has speeded up.”

New Mexico, for exam-
Ple, could do more to promote
tood stamps, which are funded
by the federal povernment,
Bradley said Only about 70
percent of those eligible for
food stamps meceive them,
he said

Recent economuc good
times didn’t reach the lower
levels of the work toree, he
gaid.

Per capita income in New
Memxico has actually improved
and the state now ranks 431d,
Bradley said “But when you
have poverty mumbers that are
like this, you realize that even
though the economty of the
state was domg prefty good
over last five or six years, it
wasn't helping people at the
bottom of the wage scale or
living standard,” he said

Nearly 37 percent of New
Mexico's jobs are in oceupa-
tions that pay below the fed-
eral poverty level for a fanuly
of four, ranking the state 48th
on that measure, behimd West
Virginia and MississipplL

“One thing we need to do,
and are doing, is atfract betier
paymg jobs,” said Sharon
Kayne, a spokeswoman for
New Mexico Voices for Chil-
dren. “But we also need to
make sure our work torce has
the skill levels and the educa-
tion required for most betier
paymg jobs. We have to make
sime that with any econonmc
meentives we give out to pet
companies to move here,
we'Te not pIving out meentives
tor numrmnm wage jobs.”
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