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Kids Count mixed
picture for state

By Sue Major Holmes
The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE — New
Mexico’s ranking in the well-
being of its children has
improved, but the 2009 Kids
Count report still shows a
mixed picture for the state.

New Mexico’s overall rank-
ing improved from 48th last
year to 43rd this year — but it
remains in the bottom five
states in three of the report’s
10 key indicators.

The state ranks 49th in the
teen birth rate, although it
improved slightly in that area
between 2000 and 2006. It
ranks 48th in the percentage of
children living in single-par-
ent families and 47th in the
child poverty rate. In addition,
it ranks 44th in the percentage
of children in families in
which no parent has a full-
time, year-round job.

Gerry Bradley, research
director for New Mexico
Voices for Children, said child
poverty cannot be viewed sep-
arately from family poverty.

“We’re measuring things
well but we have to decide
how we’re going to make
things better for these people,
for children in New Mexico,”
he said. “It’s a very dangerous
time.”

The state and the nation are
looking at reduced economic
activity, he said.

Federal stimulus money is
helping New Mexico with
such programs as food stamps,
unemployment insurance and
Medicaid, helping the state
avoid “drastic cuts in the state
budget,” Bradley said.

But, he said, “we’re facing

a situation in which state has
to increase revenue to sup-
port education and health
care.”

Officials of the Annie E.
Casey Foundation, which
publishes the databook each
year, note the latest report is
from data collected no later
than 2007 and does not
reflect the height of the eco-
nomic downturn.

The foundation’s senior
vice  president, Patrick
McCarthy, also said during a
Tuesday teleconference with
reporters that the current way
of measuring poverty is out-
dated, relying on a standard
set in the 1960s based on
how much a family spends
on food.

Bradley agreed.

“In New Mexico, it costs
twice the poverty level to live
at some rudimentary level,”
taking into account expenses
from food to health care to
child care, Bradley said.

Despite its low ranking in
children living in poverty,
New Mexico improved in the
areas of infant mortality rate,
teen death rate, teen birth
rate, high school dropout rate
as well as teens not in school
and not working.

But the state showed a
declining trend in three areas:
the percent of low-birth-
weight babies, the death rate
for children ages 1 to 14 and
the percentage of children
living in single-parent fami-
lies.

The state was static in the
percent of children living in
families in which no parent
has a full-time, year-round
job.
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Kids Count a mixed picture for NM

By Sue Major Holmes

Associated Press Writer

ALBUQUERQUE  —
New Mexico’s ranking in
the well-being of its chil-
dren has improved, but the
2009 Kids Count report
still shows a mixed picture
for the state.

New Mexico’s overall
ranking improved from
48th last year to 43rd this
year — but it remains in
the bottom five states in
three of the report’s 10 key
indicators.

The state ranks 49th in

the teen Dbirth rate,
although it  improved
slightly in that area

between 2000 and 2006. It
ranks 48th in the percent-
age of children living in
single-parent families and
47th in the child poverty
rate. In addition, it ranks
44th in the percentage of

children in families in
which no parent has a full-
time, year-round job.

Gerry Bradley, research
director for New Mexico
Voices for Children, said
child poverty cannot be
viewed separately from
family poverty.

“We’re measuring things

well but we have to decide
how we’re going to make
things better for these peo-
ple, for children in New
Mexico,” he said. “It’s a
very dangerous time.”

The state and the nation
are looking at reduced eco-
nomic activity, he said.

Federal stimulus money
is helping New Mexico
with such programs as food
stamps, unemployment
insurance and Medicaid,
helping the state avoid
“drastic cuts in the state
budget,” Bradley said.

But, he said, “we’re fac-
ing a situation in which
state has to increase rev-
enue to support education
and health care.”

Officials of the Annie E.
Casey Foundation, which
publishes the databook
each year, note the latest
report is from data collect-
ed no later than 2007 and
does not reflect the height
of the economic downturn.

The foundation’s senior
vice president, Patrick
McCarthy, also said during
a Tuesday teleconference
with reporters that the cur-
rent way of measuring
poverty is outdated, relying
on a standard set in the

1960s based on how much
a family spends on food.

Bradley agreed.

“In New Mexico, it costs
twice the poverty level to
live at some rudimentary
level,” taking into account
expenses from food to
health care to child care,
Bradley said.

Despite its low ranking
in children living in pover-
ty, New Mexico improved
in the areas of infant mor-
tality rate, teen death rate,
teen birth rate, high school
dropout rate as well as
teens not in school and not
working.

But the state showed a
declining trend in three
areas: the percent of low-
birthweight babies, the
death rate for children ages
1 to 14 and the percentage
of children living in single-
parent families.

The state was static in
the percent of children liv-
ing in families in which no
parent has a full-time,
year-round job.

On the net:
Kids Count: http://data-
center.kidscount.org




MM

NEW MEXT MO
FEREEZS CLIFPING
EUREATT

Silver City Sun-
News

Silver City, NM
Circ. 1452
From Page:

al

7/29/2009
364811

SEVER CITy SUN-Niws
[ ———

& [ THE sCESE |

County:

Grant
364811-07-29_al002

By Sue Major Holmes
The Associated Press

ALBUQUERQUE — New
Mexico’s ranking in the
well-being of its children
has improved, but the 2009
Kids Count report still
shows a mixed picture for
the state.

New Mexico’s overall
ranking improved from
48th last year to 43rd this
year — but it remains in the
bottom five states in three
of the report’s 10 key indi-
cators.

The state ranks 49th in

Kids Count report paints a mixed
picture for New Mexico children

On the web

» Kids Count:
http://datacenter.kid-
scount.org

the teen birth rate, al-
though it improved slightly
in that area between 2000
and 2006. It ranks 48th in
the percentage of children
living in single-parent fam-
ilies and 47th in the child
poverty rate. In addition, it
ranks 44th in the percent-
age of children in families

in which no parent has a
full-time, year-round job.

In Grant County, the re-
port indicates that 28.6 per-
cent of children were living
in poverty in 2007 — slight-
ly higher than the state’s
rate of 25.2 percent — rank-
ing it 16th out of 33 New
Mexico counties.

Gerry Bradley, research
director for New Mexico
Voices for Children, said
child poverty cannot be
viewed separately from
family poverty.

See KIDS, page 7A
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“We're measuring things
well but we have to decide
how we’re going to make
things better for these people,
for children in New Mexico,”
he said. “It’s a very dangerous

time.”

The state and the nation are
looking at reduced economic
activity, he said.

Federal stimulus money is
helping New Mexico with
such programs as food
stamps, unemployment insur-
ance and Medicaid, helping
the state avoid “drastic cuts in
the state budget,” Bradley
said.

But, he said, “we’re facing a

situation in which state has to
increase revenue to support
education and health care.”

Officials of the Annie E.
Casey Foundation, which
publishes the databook each
year, note the latest report is
from data collected no later
than 2007 and does not reflect
the height of the current U.S.
economic downturn.

The foundation’s senior
vice president, Patrick Mc-
Carthy, also said during a
Tuesday teleconference with
reporters that the current way
of measuring poverty is out-
dated, relying on a standard
set in the 1960s based on how
much a family spends on food.

Bradley agreed.

“In New Mexico, it costs
twice the poverty level to live
at some rudimentary level,”
taking into account expenses
from food to health care to

child care, Bradley said.

Despite its low ranking in
children living in poverty,
New Mexico improved in the
areas of infant mortality rate,
teen death rate, teen birth
rate, high school dropout rate
as well as teens not in school
and not working.

But the state showed a de-
clining trend in three areas:
the percent of low-birth-
weight babies, the death rate
for children ages 1 to 14 and
the percentage of children liv-
ing in single-parent families.

The state was static in the
percent of children living in
families in which no parent
has a full-time, year-round
job.

Sun-News reporter Amanda L.
Husson contributed to this re-
port.






