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Dems, GOP brace for fight on state minimum wage

Business groups
pushing provision to
prevent cities from
setting higher pay rates

By David Miles
The New Mexican

New Mexico could soon become
the 18k state to raise its i nmu
wage higher than the federal pay floor,
but business groups will be pushing
hard during this vee seisiativ
sion o bar local governments such
as Sanea Fe from. serring & rare higher
thun any new state minimun,

The Santa Fo Chamber of Com-
QEerce Supports raising the stare mini-
mu wage of 3315 an hour — which is
the same as the federal floor — as long
as lcﬂ'mlarion also includes a “pu -
emption” provision tu prevent local
governments fram setting even higher
mindmim wages, said Simon Brackley,
the chamber's interim president.

Brackley said a patchwork of ditfer-
ent wage floors wuuld ke it
for companies to do business in Now
Mexico and would lead o a“pretty
chaotic state of affairs.”
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“1 believe that legislitors can see
thatuniformiry is the best solution”
Brackley said.

Santa Fe's minigum wage for busi-
nesses with 25 or more emplayees
increased o $9.50 an hour this year
under a local ordinance. Aibuqm rque
voters Last year narrowly rejecte
proposal to ine
MU Wage (o $7

Art Bouffard, president of the New
Mexico Lodging Associarion, said
addressing Santa Fo's higher raee in
state Jaw might be difficule. Like the
Santa Fe chamber, the New Mexico
Lodging Association supports an
uaspecified raise inthe scite mini-
mum wage along wich a provision bar-
ring local SOVErTUNents {Tom seting i
higher rate,

Bue Bnurtdm suggested lawmakers

tion o accommaodate Sanra
higher wage floor. “Perhaps Santa be
is capped at $9.50 an hour” Bouffard
SLL’\'\:L

Othier business proups backing a
local pre-emption provision include
the New Mexieo Restaurant Associa-
tion and the Associaton of Comuwerce
and Industry of New Mexico,

Raising New Musico’s minimum
wage promises to be a fron-burner

arors convene a 30-
sday. Boch Gov.
Richardson and House Speaker Ben
Lajda, D-Nambeé, have come ont in
favor of raising the state rate.

Lujdn plans to sponsor a bill thae
wonld raise the state minimum wage
10 §75C an hour. The speaker said he is
considering adding a provision auto-
matically inking furure minimume-
wage hikes to inflation rares bur docs
nat plan o include a local pre-cmp-
tion clause,

“Twarnt to ke it a8 simple as pos-
sible” Lujda said.

Richardson has expressed support
for raising the stare wage floor but has
not refeased a specific figure. He said
he plans o unveil details abouthis
minimum-wage proposal in his Stawe
of the Stare address Tuesday.

"The Democratic governor fast week
told 8 group of business leaders that
they and legislarors need to examine
wherher rural and urban areas should
have different wage floors; whether
future increases in the minimum wage
shoeuld be ted to the cost of living or
another measure; and whether local
governments shoukd be able o set
minimum wages that are higher than
the state rare.

Supporters of « Ininimun-wage
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hike point out that Congress has not
raised the federal wage tloor since
1997, while taflation has eroded the
value of that rate since then,“T think
that it's waconscionahle for anyone to
ask an individual to come and work
for them and offer $3.13 an hour”

i

er Kenny Mar-
tinez, D—( sranes, said raising che staee
minimum wage will be atop priority
this session fur Democras, who con-
ol borh the House and the Senate.

House Minority Leader Ted Hobbs,
R-Albuguergue, predicted thut House
Republicans would fighr any proposal
aise New Mexico's minimum

He said a higher pay floor would
hurt businesses and result in fob
]u sses. 1 don'r think ir's going o help
v, Hobbs said,
nreen stares have raised thedr
minimum wages higher than the fed-
eral rate of $5.15 an hour, acconding to
the US. Department of Labar, Wash-
ington, which annually adjusts irs
minimum wage to account for infla-
tion, has the highest state pay floor at
$7.63 an hour.

A recent study of 12 of the I7 stwes
said higher wage floors have mor hurt
job growth and those stares tend

have lower poverry rares than sta
that share the federal minimum w.
The stady was compiled by New

i ices for Children and Nesw
Mexicans for a Far V aalition

of groups hacking a higher stare mini-
MU Wage.

s« on the experience of other

L an increase in New Moxico's

result in job losses.” the study
“The Asseciation of Commaerce and
Industry of New Mexico wants to
keep New Mexicts miimum wage
the same as the federal rate but the
group is bracing for a stare increas
“Tthigk the S0 MOMCATUIL
for a higher minimum wage” ACIT
President John Carey said.

including local pre-emprion; phasi
in any ﬂ“ﬂ}(nllﬂk‘\vﬂ}___c inere: aS0] <H\»j
c'{&;mptin;_ reenagers, workers in train-
ing, mrt~*1n10 employees, seas
workers and agri wu}mrzl emplm‘vc\
from a new wage floor,

He also said Lujan's proposed wage
floor of $230 an hour i wo hkigh. “We
think thar would be a real barden on
staall businesses and rurd Now Mox-




