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Early childhood advocates prepare to make ROI case to legislators

EY WNERAN KAMERICK | WaEW 58 A FETTR

Mew Mexico's early childhood programs
bt gronund thanks to the state's badget ori-
g, and advocales are gerring up o retake
that ground in the upcoming legislative ses-
siceen, o &k ket not lose sy more funding,

The Pew Center an the States fond that
Mew Mevico reduced its funding for pre-
kinderparten programs by more than 18
percent in FY 201 1. the second-largest per-
centage cut ln the nation. Mew hMexico was
one of 10 stetes cutting its pre-K invest-
ment, Pew found,

Early childhood education is incressingly
hecoming a foeus of business groups and
econamle developroent experts, inchiding
the Federal Reserve Bank of Minncapolis,
Twio of iz econcmists, Bob Grunewabd and
Art Rolnick, have highlighiled stodies that
found the return on investrment was ag

high as 16 fo 1, far oubweighing the return
on traditicial economibc development in-
centives, according to Grunewsld.

Mew Mexico lunched it pre-K program
in FY 2006 with $5 million. That grew o
%19 mildon over three years. In FY2000,
as the cconomy worsened, lawmakers
gresw those investrments by aboul 3 percent,
according o Pew, That dropped in FY2011
to 15,7 millkon.

Enrollment is expected fo drop in pre-K
programs by SO0, to aboul 4,400 children,
acoording to the report. Mew Mexicn has re-
led heavily on faderal dollars from Tempo-
rary Assistance for Meedy Familics to build
aml expiand the progrom, and Pew officials
gaid it st find s own stabde and reliable
source of funding,

A report from a group that condoucted
dizbopue sessions statewide last year found
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EARLY: 60% of business community felt state does too little to ensure kids enter kindergarten prepared
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whiespread support for universal acoss to
pre-kindergarten for all d4-year-odds. The
Viewpoint Learning meetings were fumded
by the WE. Kellogg Poundation and its
Lindings were presented in December &t a
convening hosted by Mew Mexico Voices
For Children. Kellopg is also underwrifing
twir other eardy childhood effocts here, the
Mew Mexico Eardly Childhood Desvelopment
Partnership and Strong Starts for Chikiren
Initiative. Strong Starts is bolding a forum
on Jan. 24, the day before the Legidature
convens. o dhare recommendations with
legislators. That group held dialogues in
Albuguergue last fall with nonprofits, the
Tiversity of New Mexico amd American
Indinn growps, Eversday Demooracy is
spotsoring that effort. although it has not
vet released |5 legislative apenda.

Allen Senchez. CEO of &8t Joseph Come-
munity Health and (he executive director
ol the New Mexico Conference of Cathaolic
Hashops, i leading an effort that inchedes
Volces For Children. This push most [ikely
will be the most controversial, because it
will propose tapping infe the Lamd Grant
Permanenl Furnd. The sdea is to draft a
constitutional amendment to expand the
definition of cducation that k& funded by
that money to include carly childhood ece-
celion, remesw @ percling sunszet on those
Tunds and ratze them from 6.8 percent to 7
percent.

Senchez said they'd like o see the bal-
ance shift so 3 percent of that peestoR-12
eglucation and 2 percent goes o early child-
b deselopment efforts.

“We need to invest more in the playpen
end less in the state pen,”’ Sanches added,

The Early Childbsood Development Tart-

nership works with business lesders to ad-
vocate for inmvestments in sarly childheed
development amd & housed at the United
VWay of Santa Fo County

epecubive  dimeclor of
the [nited Wiy sald the
group 18 working with
the Mew Mexdoo Business
Boundtable and s 2011
public policy recommen-
dutions.

Larry Langley, executive
director of the Roundtable, said the growp
waonald like Lo see the varions pieces of legls-
lation come logether under an Barly Child-
hood Tdueation Act uwsing the 2000-11
funding. It would outline basic principles of
an cffective program and define agencies'
rodes and funding,. Langhey doss not agree
wilh sesking permanent land grant fund-
g,

"The lund was mot created for that pur-
pose, It's not a rainy deay fund,” bee said,

A poll done o the Barly Childhond Devel-
opment Partnership by Research amd Poll-
img found Hitle support among legislators
for using & percentage of procecds from the
state’s permancnl funds, And while only
37 percent of ihe legislators pofled believe
thsad the state s doing too lttde to ensure
children enter kindergarten with the skilks
they need to do best in school, B percent
of the business and commonity lenders Belt
ihe state did too little, and &3 percent of
tribal leaders belt that wey, too.

Rescarch and Polling surveyed 253 key
business and comumumnity leders, 53 trilsal
leaders amd 35 state legislators with roles
an finance, education and appropriations
committees.

Duane Benson, executive director of the
Minnesota Early Learning Foundation,
which iz headed by leaders from top com-
panies in the Twin Cities, spoke at the De-
cernber event. The Parnership raised 520
millioe froem private sources for its carly
childhood pilot project.

Lepislators nativnwide are besieged Ty
two groups right now, Benson said. One
doesn't want taxes increased and/or wants
them cut. The other wants more expendi-
tures.

“Those two never talk Lo each other,” e
siid. “So whalt legislators are Tooking for =

He sdvised advocates to push the argu-
meits abowt the return on investmend, botl
to legislators and the business communlty.

“Your can’L make this case a social service
mcdel.” he said. "This 15 raw economics.
This k= data-driven, and that's the case you
have to make.”
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