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Data show
Santa Fe’s
averages

Residents earn better
than those in state,
but not nation

By Barbara Ferry
The New Mexican

Are you average? New data from
the U.S. Census Bureau can help you
find out. The bureau surveys about 3
million households across the nation
each year, peppering people with
questions ranging from how much
they earn to how long it takes them to
get to work each day.

This year, for the first time, the
bureau crunched data for smaller
cities such as Santa Fe, which have a
population of 65000 or more.

On Tuesday the bureau released
data on income, poverty levels and
the labor force from 2005.

Santa Feans, as it turns out, earn
more money than in New Mexico
overall, but less than the nation, over-
all. The median household income
for city residents was 845,177, com-
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The percentage of city resi-
dents living below the federal
poverty line was 15.6 but the
percentage of children was
higher: 23.4 percent.

Overall, New Mexico
dropped from ranking third in
the nation for poverty in 2004 to
fourth. While the state’s ranking
improved, the state showed no
statistically significant change
in poverty rates.

Gerry Bradley, research direc-
tor for New Mexico Voices for
Children, said in a statement
that he was “a little surprised”
the state’s poverty rate hadn’t
improved.

“The state has seen strong
job growth since 2004, but that
hasn't translated into higher
median income — at least not
yet,” Bradley said. “Next year,
our poverty rate should be con-
siderably better.”

The bureau divides the labor
market into broad categories.

In Santa Fe, the single largest
number of employees worked
in “education services, health
care and social assistance.” The
second largest number worked
in “arts, entertainment, recre-
ation, accommodation and food
services.”

The majority of children in
the city have working parents.
Of families with children
under age 6, 67 percent had
all parents in the family in the
labor force.

Santa Feans, on average, spent
19.8 minutes traveling to work
each day, and the overwhelming
majority drove alone. Only
9 percent of those commut-
ing to work, carpooled, while a
minuscule 0.8 percent took pub-
lic transportation.
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